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CHAPTER I. 



NABRATIVE OF ALAN FAIBFORD, COKTIK0KD. 

We left Alan Fmrford on the deck of the little 
smuggling brig, in that disconsolate situation, 
when sickness and nausea attack a heated and 
fevered frame, and an anxious mind. His share 
of sea^ckness, however, was not so great as to 
engross his sensations entirely, or altogether to 
divert his attention from what was passing around. 
If he could not delight in the swiftness and' 
agility with which the ^' little frigate^ walked 
the waves, or notice the beauty of the sea-views 
around him, where the distant Skiddaw raised his 
brow, as if in defiance of the clouded eminence of 
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4 KARRATIYE. CHAP. I. 

Criffel, which lorded it over the Scottish side of 
the estuarj) he had spirits and composure enough 
to pay particular attention to the master of the 
vessel, on who^ character his own safety in all 
probability was dependent 

Nanty Ewart had now given the helm to one 
of his people, a bald-pated, grizzled old fellow, 
whose whole life had been spent in evading the 
revenue laws, with now and thai the relaxation 
of a few months imprisonment, for deforcing offi- 
cers, resisting sazures, and the like. 

Nanty himself sat down by F^rford, he]^)ed 
him to his tea, with such other refreshments as 
he could think of, and seemed in hb way nncere* 
ly desirous to make his situation as comfortable 
as things admitted. Fairford had thus an oppor- 
tunity to study his countenance and manners 
more dosely. 

It was plain, Ewart, though « good seaman, 
had not been bred upon that element He was 
a reasonaUy good scholar, and seemed fond of 
shewing it, by recurring to the subject of Sallust 
and Juvenal ; while, on the other hand, sea- 
phrases seldom chequered his conversation. He 
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bad been in penon wbat is called a smart little 
man ; but the tropical sun had burnt his origin- 
ally fair complexi<m to a dusty red ; and the bile 
which was diffused through his system^ had stun- 
ed it with a yeUowbh black—the white part of 
his eyes, in particular, had a hue as deep as the 
topaz* He was very thin, or rather emadated, 
and his countenance, though still indicatic^ alert- 
ness and activity, shewed a constitution exhaust- 
ed widi excessive use of his favourite stimulus. 

*< I see you look at me hard,^ said he to Fair- 
ford. <* Had you been an officer of the d— -d 
customs, my terriers^ backs would have been 
up.^ He opened his breast, and shewed Alan 
a pair of pistols disposed between his waistcoat 
and jacket, placing his finger, at the same time, 
upon the cock of one of them. ** But eome, 
you are an honest fellow, though you^re a close 
one. I dare say you think me a queer custo- 
mer ; but I can tell you, they that see the ship 
leave harbour, know little of the seas she is to sail 
through. My father, honest old gentleman, ne- 
ver would have thought to see me master of the 
Jumping Jenny .^ 
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6 KARttATIVK. CHAP. I. 

Purford said^ it seemed very dear indeed 
that Mr Ewarf s educadon was far superior to 
the line be at present occupied. 

<< O, Criffel to Sol way Moss T said the other. 
*< Why, man, I should have been an expounds 
of the word, with a wig like a snow-wreath, and 
a stipend like — ^like— -like a hundred pounds a- 
year, I suppose. I can spend thrice as much as 
that, though, being such as I am.** Here he sung 
a scrap of an old Northumbrian ditty, mimicking 
the burr of the natives of that county :— 

^^ Willy Foster's gone to sea, 
Siller buckles at his knee. 
Hell come back and.manry me— > 
Canny Willy Foster." 

•• I have no doubt," said Fairford, " your 
present occupation is more lucrative; but I 
should have thought the church might have been 



He stopped, recollecting that it was not his 
business to say anything disagreeable. 

<< More respectable, you mean, I suppose ?^ 
said Ewart, with a sneer, and squirting the to- 
bacco juice through his front teeth ; then was 
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alent for a mmnenty and proceeded in a tone of 
candour which some internal touch of oooscienoe 
dictated. ^ And so it would, Mr Fairfiwd—- and 
happier, too^ by a thousand degreei*'^ though I 
have had my pleasures too. But there was my 
father, (God bless the old man !) a true chip of 
die (dd Presbyterian block, walked his parish 
like a attain on the quarter-deck, and was al« 
ways ready to do good to rich and poor*- 
Off went the laird^s hat to the minister, as 
fast as the poor man^s Ixmnet When the eye 
saw him-^Pshaw ! what have I to do with that 
now ? — ^Yes, he was, as Virgil hath it, * Vir so- 
pientia et pidate granAa! But he might have 
been the wiser man, had he kept me at home, 
when he sent me at nineteen to study Divinity at 
the head of the highest stair in the Covenant 
Close. It was a cursed mistake in the dd gen- 
deman. What though Mrs Cantrips of Sjttle- 
basket (for she wrote herself no less) was our 
cousin five times removed, and took me on that 
account to board and lodging, at six shillings, in- 
stead of seven shiUings, a week ? it was a d— d 
bad saving, as the case proved. Yether very dig- 
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8 KABBATITX. CHAP. I. 

ni^ nu^t have kept nie m order ; fcxr die nevw 
read a diapter excepting out of a Cambridge 
copy, prifited by Daniel, and bound in embroi* 
'dered velvet. I think I see it at this moment 1 
And on Sundays, when we had a quart of two* 
penny ale, instead of buttep-milk, to our porridge^ 
it was always served up in a silver posset^ish* 
Also she used olver-^nounted spectacles, whereas 
even my father^s were cased in mere horn. These 
things had thm impresdon at first, but we get 
used to grandeur by degrees. Well, or !— Gad, 
I can scarce get on with my story^t sticks in my 
throat^must take a trifle to wash it down.— Well, 
this dame had a daughter-^essCantripSfablack- 
eyed, bouncbg wench-*-and, as the devil would 
have it, there was the d«->-d five-story staix^--- 
hcr foot was never fh>m it, whether I went out 
or came home from the Hall. I would have 
eschewed her, sii^-^I would, on my soul ; for I 
was as innocent a lad at ever came from Lam- 
mermuir ; but there was no possibility of escape, 
retreat, or flight, unless I could have got a pair 
of wings, or made use of a ladder seven stories 
high, to scale the window of my attic It signi- 
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fies little talking-— you may suppose how all this 
was to end-— I would have married the girl, and 
taken my chance— I would^ by Heavdn ! for she 
was a pretty girl, and a good girl, till she and I 
met ; but you know the old song, ** Kirk would 
Hot let us be/^ A gentleman, in my case, would 
have settled the matter with the Kirk-treasurer 
for a small sum of money; but the poor stibbler, 
the pennyless dominie, having married his cousin 
<^ Kittlebasket, must next have proclaimed her 
frailty to the whole parish, by mounting the 
diione of Presbyterian penance, and proving, 
as Othello says, *< his love a whore,^ in face of 
the whole congregation. 

^* In this extremity I dal:ed not stay where I 
was, and so thought to go home to my father. 
But first I got Jack Hadaway, a lad from the 
tame parish, and who lived in the same infernal 
stmr, to make some inquiries how the old gentle- 
man had taken the matter. I soon, by way of 
answer, learned, to the great increase of my 
comfortable reflections, that the good old man 
made as much clamour, as if such a thing as a 
man^s eating his dinner without saying grace 
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had never happened since Adam^s time. He 
did nothing for six days but cry out, ' Icha- 
bod, Ichabod, the glory is departed from my 
house i* and on the seventh he preached a sermon, 
in which he enlarged on this incident as illustra- 
tive of one of the great occasions for humiliation, 
and causes of national defection. I hope the 
course he took comforted himself— I ain sure it 
made me ashamed to shewmy nose at home. So I 
went down to Leith, and, exchanging my hoddin 
grey coat of my mother s spinning for such a 
jacket as this, I entered my name at the ren« 
dezvous as able-bodied landsman, and sail- 
ed with the tender round to Plymouth, where 
they were fitting out a squadron for the West 
Indies. There I was put aboard the Fearnought, 
Captain Daredevil — among whose crew I soon 
learned to fear Satan, (the terror of my early 
youth,) as little as the toughest Jack on board. 
I had some qualms at first, but I took the re« 
medy (tapping the case-bottle) which I recom^ 
mended to you, being as good for sickness of the 
soul as for ^ckness of the stomach — What, you 
won't ? — ^very well, I must, then— here is to ye.*** 
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<' You would, I am afraid, find your educa^ 
lion of little use in your new condition,^ said 
Fairford. 

<< Pardon me, sir,^ resumed the Captiun of the 
Jumping Jenny ; '' my handful of Latin, and 
small pinch of Greek, were as useless as old 
junk, to be sure; but my reading, writing, and 
acoompting, stood me in good stead, and brought 
me forward. I might have been school-master— 
ay, and master, in time ; but that valiant liquor, 
rum, made a conquest of me rather too often, 
and sp, make what sail I could, I always went to 
leeward. We were four years broiling in that 
blasted climate, and I came back at last with a 
little prize-money.-— I always had thoughts of 
putting things to rights in the Covenant-Close, 
and reconciling myself to my father. I found 
out Jack Hadaway, who was Tuptcfwing away 
with a dozen of wretched boys, and a fine string 
of stories he had ready to regale my ears withal. 
My father had lectured on what he called * my 
falling away,^ for seven Sabbaths, when, just as 
his pcuishioners began to hope that the course 
was at an end, he was found dead in his bed on 
the eighth Sunday morning. Jack Hadaway 
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12 NABBATIVB. CHAP. I. 

assured me, that if I wished to atone for my 
errors, by undergoing the fate of the first mar- 
tyr, I had only to go to my native village, where 
the very stones of the street would rise up 
against me as my father^s murderer. Here was 
a pretty item-^well, my tongue dove to my 
mouth for an hour, and was only able at last to 
utter the name of Mrs Cantrip. O, this was a 
new theme for my Job^s comforter. My sudden 
departure — my father^s no less sudden death- 
had prevented the payment of the arrears of my 
board and lodging — the landlord was a haber- 
dasher, with a heart as rotten as the muslin wares 
he dealt in. Without respect to her age, or 
gentle kin, my Lady Eittlebasket was ejected 
from her airy habitation — ^her porridge-pot, sil- 
ver posset-dish, silver-mounted spectacles, and 
DaniePs Cambridge Bible, sold to the cadie, at 
the Cross of Edinburgh, who would bid highest 
for them, and she herself driven to the work- 
bouse, where she got in with difficulty, but was 
easily enough lifted out, at the end of the month, 
as dead as her friends could desire. Merry tid- 
ings this to me, who had been the d-««d (he 
paused a moment)— or^ fna2u-.Gad, I think 
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my confession would sound better in Latin than 
in English ! 

'^ But the best jest was behind*— I had just 
power to stammer out something about Jess— -By 
Qny faith he had an answer ! I had taught Jess 
one trade, and, like a prudent girl, she had found 
out another for herself; unluckily, they were 
both contraband, and Jess Cantrips, daughter of 
the Lady Crossbasket, had the honoiur po be 
transported to the plantations, for street-walking 
and pocket-picking, about six months before I 
touched shore.^^ 

He dianged the bitter tone of affected plea- 
santry into an attempt to laugh ; then drew his 
swarthy hand across his swarthy eyes, and said, 
in a more natural accent, *^ Pocxr Jess T 

There was a pa use "u ntil Fpurford, pitying 
the poor man'^s state of mind, and belieying he 
saw something in him that, but for early error and 
subsequent profligacy, might have been excellent 
and noble, helped on the conversation by asking, 
in a tone of commiseration, how he had been aUe 
to endure such a load of calamity. 

*« Why, very weU,"* answered the seaman; 
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^^ exceedingly well-^like a tight ship in a brisk 
gale.— Let me recollect.-— I remember thanking 
Jack, very composedly, for the interesting and 
agreeable communication ; I then pulled out my 
canvass pouch, with my hoard of moidores, and 
taking out two pieces, I bid Jack keep the rest 
till I came back, a& I was for a cruise about 
Auld Beekie. The poor devil looked anxious- 
ly, bat I shook him by the hand and ran down 
stairs, in such omfusion of mind, that, notwith- 
standing what I had heard, I expected to meet 
Jess at every turning. 

^^ It was market-day, and the usual number 
of rogues and fools were assembled at the Cross. 
I observed everybody looked strange on me, 
and I thought some laughed. I fancy I had 
been making queer faces enough, and perhaps 
talking to myself. When I saw myself used 
in this manner, I held out my clenched fists 
straight before me, stooped my head, and, like 
a ram when he makes his race, darted off right 
down the street, scattering groupes of weather- 
beaten lairds and periwigged burgesses, and bear- 
ing down dU before me. I heard the cry of 
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* Seize the madman/ echoed, in Celtic sounds, 
from the City Guard, with < Ceaze ta matman !^ 
-—hut pursuit and oppoation were in vain. I pur- 
sued my career ; the smell of the sea, I suppose, 
led me to Ldith, where, soon after, I found myself 
waikii^, Tery quietly, on the shore, admiring 
the tough round and sound cordage of the ves- 
sek, and thinking how a loop, with a man at the 
end of one ai them, would look, by way of tassel. 
'< I was opposite to the rendezvous, formerly 
my place of refuge— in I bolted— found one or 
two old acquaintances, made hal£.a-dozen new 
ones— drank for two days— was put aboatd the 
taider-*-off to Portsmouth—then landed at the 
Haslaar hosftttal in a fine hisnng-hot fever. Ne- 
ver mind-^I got better— nothing can kill me— 
the West Indies were my lot agun, for since I 
did not go where I deserved in the next world, 
I had something as: like such qitiarters as can be 
had in thia— black devils for inhabitants— flamA 
and earthquakes, and so forth, for your element. - 
WeU, hrother, something or other I did or said 
— I can\ tell what_How the devil should I,when 
I was as drunk as David^s sow, you know ?— But 

7 
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I was punished, my lad-— made to kiss the wench 
that neyer speaks but when she scolds, and thaf s 
tbe giinuer^s daughter, comrade. Yes, die mini- 
sta-'^s son of-«no matter where^*-Jia8 the cafs 
scratch on hfe back! This routed me— -and when 
we were ashore with the boat, I gave three inches 
of the dirk, after a stout tussle, to the fellow I 
blamed most, and so took the bush for it. There 
were plenty of wild lads then along ashore-«<and, 
I don^t care who knows-— I went on the acocunt, 
look you—- sailed under the black flag and mar- 
row^bo nco ■ w as a good friend to the sea, and am 
enemy to all that sailed on it.*^ 

Fairford, though uneasy in his mind at find* 
ing. himself, a lawyer, so.ck>se to a eharactw so 
lawless, thought it best, nevertheless, to put a 
good face on the matter, and asked Mr Ewart, 
with as mudi- unconcern as he eouU assume, 
<^ whether he was fortunate as a loirer?^ 

<^ No, no~d~n it, no,^ replied Nanty; 
« the devil a crumb of butter was ever chtuned 
that would stick upon my Imad. Them was no 
Older among us— lie that was captain to-day, 
was swabber to-morrow ; and as for plunder*— 

17 
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they say old Avery, and one or two close hunks, 
made money ; but in my time, all went as it came : 
and reason good, for if a fellow had saved five 
dollars, his throat would have been cut in his 
hammock— And then it was a cruel, bloody work 
— ^Pah— -we^ll say no more about it. I broke 
with them at last, for what they did on board of 
a bit of a snow—- no matter what it was-^^Kul 
enough, since it frightened me— I took French 
leave, and came in upon the proclamation, so I 
am free of all that business. And here I at, the 
skipper of the Jumping Jenny— a nut^theU of 
a thing, but goes through the water like a dol- 
phin. If it were not for yon hypocritical scoun. 
drel at Annan, who has the best end of the pro- 
fit, and takes none of the risk, I should be well 
enough-— as well as I want to be. Here is no lock 
of my best friend,^— touching his case-bottle ;— • 
^^ but, to tdl you a secret, he and I have got so 
used to each other, I begin to think he is like a 
professed joker, that makes your sides sore with 
laughing, if you see him but now and then ; but 
if you take up house with him, he can only make 

VOL. III. B 
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your head stujnd. But I warnUlt the ohl feU 
low is doing the best he can for me, after all.^ 

<< And what may that be T' said Fairford. 

*^ He is KiLtiNe me>^ replied Nanty Ewart ; 
** and I am ohly sorry he is so long about it.^' 

So saying he jiunped on his feet^ and, tripping 
up and down the deck, gave his orders with his 
Usual deamess and decision, notwithstandii^ 
tbe coninderaUe quantity of spirits which he 
had contrived to swallow while reoonnting his 
hi^toliy. 

Although f«r from feeding Umself well. Fair, 
ford endekvoured to roase himsdf imd walk to 
the head oif the brig, to enjoy the beautiful pros- 
pect, as well as to take some note of the coarse 
which the bi% held. To his great surprise, in*^ 
stead of standing adroifs to tbe opponte shore 
from which die had departed, the vessel Was 
going down tbe Frith) and apparently steering 
into the Irish sea. He called to Nanty Ewart, 
and expressed im surprise at the course they 
were pursuing, and asked why they did not stand 
straight acroas the Frith for some port in Cum- 
berland ? 
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^^ Why, tbait is what I call a rea#oiui)>l^ qwa- 
tion, now,"^ answered Naoty ; '^ as if a ship ^^Id 
go as straight to its port, as a horse tQ the stable, 
or a fre&4nider could «ul the Solway as s^eur^y 
as a King's cutter I Why, I'll tdl ye, bpothc^-— 
If I do Qot see A smobs on Bowoess, that is the 
village upon the headland yond^, I must stand 
out to sea for twenty-^our boiirs at least, &r we 
must keqp the weather gage if there are hawks 
abroad.'' 

<^ And if ym do see the signal of safety, Mas- 
ter Ewart, what is to be done then ?" 

*< Why then, and in that case, I must kee|> 
oS till night, and ihm run you, with the kegs 
mid the rest of th^ lumber, ashore at Skinbur- 
ness." 

** And then I am to meet with this sfiiae Laird 
whom I have the letter for ?" continued Fair- 
ford. 

'* Thot," said Ewart, <^ is thereafter as it may 
be : ihe dbip has its course-— the fiaar-trader has 
'its port-*bttt it is not so easy to* say where the 
Laind may be fou^. But he i»ll be within 
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tMreaty miles of us^ ofF or on<— >aiid it will be my 
business to guide you to him*** 

Fairfofd could not withstand the passing im- 
pulse of terror which crossed him, when thus re- 
minded that he was so absolutely in the power 
of a man, who, by his own account, had been e 
fHTale, and who was at present, in all probabili. 
ty, ah outlaw as well as a contraband trader. 
Nanty Ewart guessed the cause of his involuii- 
tary shuddering. 

<* WhaV the dettl should I gain,"* he said, 
*' by pasnng so poor a card as you aref-— Hare 
I nor had ace 6f trumps in my hand, and did I 
not pky it fairly ?— Ay, I say the Jumping 
Jenny can run in other ware as well as kegs. Put 
^iffma and tau to Ewart^ and see how that will 
spell^D^ye take mc now ?^ 

** No indeed," said Fairford ; ** I am utterly 
ignorant of what you allude to.*" 

" Now, by Jove T said Nanty Ewart, " thou 
art either the deepest or the shallowest fellow I 
ever met with->— or you are not right afkar all. I 
wonder where Summertrees could pick up such 
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a tender' a]oDg shore. Will you let me see his 
letter?'* 

Fairford did aot hestCate to gratify fm wish, 
which, he was aware, he could not easily xeMt. 
The master of the Jumping Jenny looked 9t tfcis 
durecdon very attentiyely, then turned the letter 
to and fro, and exiunineid eiNsh fiiqutiiik of thfB 
pen, as if he were judjpng of a pieeeof cKrnm^t- 
ed manuscript; th^^n hande4tthfd(;toFair£9c4f 
without a single word of remark* 
. << Am I right now i^ sud Uie young kiw- 
ye^ 

« Why, fior that matter,'' dnsw^i^ Nanty, 
<^ the letter is right, sure enough; but whethar 
tfou are right or not, is your own Inisiness,^ rather 
than mine.'^— And, striking upon a flint with the 
liack of a knife, he kindled a digar. as ; thiek as 
. his finger, and begm to smoke away with great 
perseverance. 

Alan Fairford continued to regard him with 
a melandioly feeling, divided betwixt the inte- 
rest he. took in the unhappy man, and a not un- 
^natural apprehension for the issue of his own ad- 
.venture. 
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£wart> notwithstanding tile fttuj^ifying nature 
of his pastime, seemed^ to guess what was p^kss- 
ing in his pas^enger^s mind ; for, aftei* they had 
i^mained ikmletinie engaged in ttlendy observinjg 
each othet, he suddenly dashed his cigar, on the 
deck^ atfd said to hitn, <^ Well then, if you ate 
sorry for me, I am scarry ftit you-*^— ^n me if 
I ha^ eared a button fot man or mothers son, 
since tlK^b ye&rs sikice, nrheki I bad another peep 
of Jack Hadaway. The feitow vtaB got as fat as 
a Norway whale— married to a great Butch- 
built quean that had brought him tax children. 
I believe he did not know me, and thought I 
was tome to Tob bib bouse ; however, I made 
up a poor face, and told him who I was. Poor 
Jluck would have given me shelter mid dothe&, 
«nd begam to tell tat of the moidores that were 
in bank) when I wMfted dkdm. Egad, he changed 
Us note when I told him what my life had been, 
and only Wanted to pay me my cash aftd get rid 
of me. I nev^ saw so terrified k visage. I 
burst out a^kughing in his f sKe, told him it was 
all a hmnbt^, and thait the moidores wdte «11 
his own, henceforth and forever, and so ran off. 
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I caused one of our people leave fakn a bag of 
tea and a keg of brandy, before I left— poor 
Jack ! I think you are the aecoiid penson these 
ten years, that has cared a tobecco-stc^pper for 
Naaty Ewarf 

^ Periiaps, Mr ^wart,'' said Fairfbrd, <f you 
live diififly with men too deeply interested tot 
their own immediate safety, to think much upon 
the distresses atdher^y 

<< And widi whom do you oanBottf I pray ?^ 
replied Nanty, smartly. ^^ Why, with plotters, 
that can make no plot to better puqpose than 
their own baling; and iacendianes, that are 
snappii^ the flint upon wet tinder. You**!! as 
soon raise the dead as nose the Highlands-— 
you'll! as soon get a grunt from adead sow ^s any 
comfort from Wales or CheAire. You thiak be* 
Qsnse there is a pot boiling, that no scum but 
yours can ocwie uppermost-^ know better^ by 
-— — . All these vackets and riots that you think 
are 4ren£iig your way, have no relation at all to 
ypur interest-; and the best way to make the 
whole kingdom friends again at once, would :be 
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the alarm of such an undertaking as these mad 
<dd fellows are trying to launch into.^ 

<< I really am not in such secrets as you seem 
to allude to,^ said Fairford ; and, determined at 
the sfune time to avail himself as far as possible 
of Nanty^s communicative dbpoation, he added, 
with a smile, ** And if I were^ I should not hold 
it pruda!it to make them much the subject of 
conversation. But I am sure, so sensible men as 
Summertrees and the Laird may correspond to- 
gether without offence to the state.^ 

^* I take you, firiend-^I take you,^said Nanty 
Ewart, upon whom, at length, tlie liquor and to- 
bacco smoke b^an to make oonnderable innova- 
tion. <' As to what gentlemen may or may not 
ccHrrespond about, why we may prsHemiitt the 
question, as the old Professor used to say at the 
Hall ; and as to Summertrees, I will say nothing, 
knowing him to be an old fox. But I say that 
this fellow the Laird is a fire-brand in the coun- 
try ; that he is stirring up all the honest fellows 
who should be drinking their brandy quietly, by 
telling them stories about their ancestors and the 
forty-five ; and that he is trying to turn all wa- 
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ters into his own mill-dam^ and to set his sails to 
all winds. And because the London people are 
roaring about for some pinches of thdur own, he 
thinks to win them to his turn with a wet finger. 
And he gets enoouragem^it firom some^ because 
they want a spell of money from him ; and from 
others, because they fought for the cause once, 
and are ashamed to go back; and others, because 
they have nothing to lose ; and others, because 
thqr are discontented fools. But if he has brought 
you, or any one, I say not whom, into this scrape, 
with the hope of doing any good, he*s a d— -d 
decoy-duck, and that^s all I can say for him;; 
and you are geese, which is worse than beii^ de- 
coy-ducks, or lame ducks either. And so here 
is to the prosperity of King Greorge the Third, 
and the true Presbyterian religion, and confusion 
to the Pope, the Devil, and the Pretender !— -ril 
tell you what, Mr Fairbairn, I am but tenth 
owner of thi0 bit of a craft, the Jumjang Jenny-— 
but tenth owner--»and must sail her by my owner^s 
directions. But if I were whole own^, I woiild 
not have the brig be made a ferry-boat for your 
jacobiticaI> old-fashioned riff-raff, Mr Fairport— 
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I would not, by tny soul ; they should walk the 
^ank, by the gods, as I have seen better men do 
when I sailed under the What^'^ye-callum co- 
lours. But being contraband gOods^ and on 
board my vessel, and I with my suling orders in 
my hand, why, I am to fbrward them as direct- 
ed*— -I say, John Roberts, keep her up a bit with 
the hdm**— And so, Mr Fairweather, what I do 
i t a s the d-«-<l villain Turnpeoay says — all in 
the way of business.^^ 

He had been i^eaking widi difficuky for the 
last fiv9 Bunutes, and ao^r at length dropped on 
tbe deck, fairly nlenced by the quantity of spirits 
which he had swdlowed, but witliout having 
shewed any glimpse of the gaiety or even of the 
extravagance of intoxication. 

The 43ld sailor stepped forward afiid flung a 
seSpH^loak over the 'slumbeier^ shoulders, and 
added, looking at Fairferd, <^ Pity of him be 
should ka^re «his fault ; for without it, he would 
have been as clever a feUow as ever trod a plank 
with ox leatlier.'' 

^^ And what :aoe we to do now ?^ said Alan 
Faiff«rd. 
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<< StMd off and on, to be stire^ till we see the 
sigiial, ftnd then obey orders»^ 

So saying, the old man turned to bu duty, and 
left the passenger to aflduse himself with his own 
meditations* Presently afterward a light column 
of smoke was seen arising from the little head^ 
land* 

<^ I can tell you what we are to do now> mas- 
ter^^ said the sailor. ^ We'll stand out to sea, 
and then run in again widi the evening tide, «md 
mftlDe Skinburmiesst or if there^s not Ugbt, we 
can run into the Wampool river, and put you 
ashore about Kirkbride or Leaths with the long 
boat.'* 

Fairford, unwell before, felt this destination 
condemned him to an agony of many hours, 
which his disordered stomach and aching head 
were ill able to endure. There was no remedy, 
however, but patience, and the recollection that 
he was suffering in the cause of friendship. As 
the sun rose high, he became worse ; his sense of 
smell appeared to acquire a morbid degree of 
acuteness, for the mere purpose of inhaling and 
distinguishing all the various odours with which 
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he was surrounded, from that of pitch, to all the 
complicated smells of the hold. His heart, too, 
throbbed under the heat, and he felt as if m full 
progress towards a high fever. 

The seamen, who were civil and attoitive, 
considering their calling, observed his distress, 
and one contrived to make an awning out of an 
old sail, while another compounded some lemon- 
ade, the only liquor which their passenger could 
be prevailed upon to touch. After drinking it 
off, he obtuned, but could not be said to enjoy, 
a few hours of troubled slumber. 
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CHAPTER n. 

NAftBATITS OF ALAS FAIRFOBD, CONTIl^UED. 

Alak Faibvokd^s spirit was more re^y to 
encounter labour than his frame was adequate 
to support it. In spite of his exertions, .when 
he awoke, after five or six hours* slumber, he 
found that he was so much disabled by dizzi- 
ness in his head, and pains in his limbs, that he 
could not raise himself without as^tance. He 
heard with some pleasure that they were tiow 
running right for the Wampool river, and that 
he would be put on shore in a very short tilne. 
The vessel accordingly lay to, and presently shew- 
ed a weflt in her enagn, which was hastily answered 
b]^ agnals from on shore. Men and horses were 
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seen to come down the broken path which leads 
to the shore ; the latter all properly tackled for 
carrying their loading. Twenty fishing barks 
were pushed afloat at once, and crowded round 
the brig with much clamour, laughter, cursing, 
and jesting. Amidst all this apparent confudon 
there was the essential regularity. Nanty Ewart 
again walked his quarter-deck, as if he had never 
tasted spirks in his life, issued ike necessary , or- 
ders with precision, |md saw them executed with 
punctuality. In half an hoar tha loading of the 
Img was iaa graat measure jdisposed in the boats ; 
ifi a quacter of an hour mon^ it was ix&iei 0n 
the beach, and another intervol of about tte 
same duration was sufficient to distribuite ii ^ 
the yarious strings of pack4iorses wliieh waited 
for that purpose, and which instantly diapersed, 
each on its own proper adventure. More mys- 
tery was observed in loading the ship^s boat with 
a quantity of small barrels; which seemied to con- 
tain ammunition. This was not done until the 
commercial customers had been dismissed ; and 
it was not until it was performed that Ewart pno- 
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pofled to Aka, as he lay stunned with pom and 
noise, to aooompanjr him ashoxe. 

It uras with difficulty that Fairford oould get 
over the side of the Tessel, and he could not 
seat himself on the slam of the boat without as- 
sistance from the captain and his people. Nanly 
Ewart, who saw nothing in this worse than an 
ordinary fit of sear«ickneso, applied the usual to- 
pics of consolation. He assured his passenger 
dmt he would be quite we^ by and by^ when he 
had been half an hoar on terra firma, and that 
he hoped to drink a can and smoke a pipe with 
him at Father Crackenthoip^s, for all that he £dt 
a little out of the way for ndiog the wooden 
home. 

^ ^ Who is Fatfier €radcenthorp ?'' aaid Fair- 
ford, though scarcely able to articulate the ques- 



<^ As honest a fellow as is of a thousand,*^ an- 
swered Nanty. ^* Ah, how much good brandy 
he and I have made little of in our day J By my 
soul, Mr Fairbird, he is the prince of akinkers, 
and the father oi theiree trade-«-*not a stingy hy- 
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pocritical devil like old Tump^iny SkLaflint, 
that drinks drunk on other folks^ cost, and thinks 
it sin when he has to pay for it — ^but a red hiearty 
old cock ;-— the sharks have been at and about him 
this many a day, but Father Crackenthorp knows 
how to trim his sails— never a warrant but he 
hears of it before the ink^s dry. He is bonus socius 
with headborough and constable. The King*s 
Exchequer would not bribe a man to inform 
against him. If any such rascal were to cast up, 
why he would miss his ears next morning, or be 
sent to' seek them in the Solway. He is a states- 
man, though he keeps a publick ; but indeed that 
is only for convenience, and to excuse his having 
cellarage and folks about him ; his wife^s a canny 
woman-..and his daughter Doll too. Gad, you^ll 
be in port there till you get round again ; and 
ril keep my word with you, and bring you to 
speech of the Laird. Gad, the only trouble I 
shall have is to get you out of the house ; for 
Doll is a rare wench, and my dame a funny old 
one, and Father Crackenthorp the rarest compa- 
nion i HeUl drink you a bottle of rum or brandy 
without starting, but never wets his lip with that 
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nasty Sootch stuff that the canting dd scoundrel 
Turnpenny has brought into fashion. He is a gen- 
tleman, every indi of him, old Crackenthorp ; in 
his own way, that is ; and besides, he has a share 
in the Jumping Jenny, and many a moonlight 
outfit besides. He can give Doll a pretty penny, 
if he likes the tight fellow that would turn in with 
her for life.'* 

In the midst of this prolonged panegyric on 
Father Crackenth(»*p, the boat touched the beach, 
the rowers backed thdr oars to keep her afloat, 
whilst the other fellows jumped into the surf, and 
with the most rapid dexterity, began to hand the 
barreb ashore. 

** Up with them higher on the beach, my 
hearties,^ exclaimed Nanty Ewart^-^^ High and 
dry— -high and dry-— this gear will not stand wet- 
ting. Now, out with our spare hand here— 4iigh 
and dry with him too. What's that ? — the gal* 
loping of horse ! Oh, I hear the jingle of the 
pack-saddles^-they are our own folks.** 

By this time all the boaf s load was ashore, 
consisting of the little barrek ; and the boat's 

VOL. III. c 
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crew, standing to their arms, rftnged themselreB 
in front, wuting this advance of the horses whidh 
came clattering along the beach. A man eo over- 
grown with corpulence that he could be distin- 
guished even in the moonlight, panting with his 
own exertions, appeared at the head of the caval- 
cade, which consisted of horses linked together, 
and accommodated with pack-saddles, and chains 
for securing the kegs, which made a dreadful clat- 
tering. 

" How now, Father Crackenthorp ?^ said 
Ewart— ** Why this hurry with your horses ?— 
We mean to stay a night with you, and taste 
your old brandy, and my dame^s home-brewed. 
The signal is up, man, and all is right.^^ 

" All is wrong. Captain Nanty,'' cried the man 
to whom he spoke ; ^< and you are the lad that is 
like to find it so, unless you bundle off — there 
are new brooms bought at Carlisle yesterday to 
sweep the country of you ahd the like of you — 
so you were better be jogging inland.*" 

" How tnaby rogues are the officers ?— If not 
more than ten, I witl itiake fight.'^ 

** The devil vou will!'' answered Cracken- 
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iharp. ** You were better not, for they have the 
bloody-baeked dragoons from Carlisle with them.^ 

" Nay, then," said Nanty, " we must make 
sail. — Come, Master Fairlotd, you must mount 
and ride.^--He does not hear me*^he has fiunted, 
I believe— What the devil shall I do ?-^Father 
Crackcnthorp, I must leave this young fellow 
with you till the gale blows out^^hark ye^— goes 
between the L^urd and the toother old one ; he 
can neither ride nor walk-^I must eead him up 
to you." 

^ Send him up to the gallows," said Cracken- 
thorp ; ^^ there is Quartermaster Thwacker, with 
twenty men, up yonder ; an"* he had not some 
kindness for Doll, I bad never got hither for a 
stait-^but you must get off, or they will be here 
to se^ us, for his orders are woundy particular ; 
and these kegs contain worse than whisky— a 
hanging matter, I take it " 

** I wish they were at the bottom of Wampool 
River, with than they belong to," said Nanty 
Ewart ^' But they are part of cargo ; and what 
to do ^ith the poor young fello w * ■■ " 
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' <^ Why, many a better fellow has roughed it 
on the grass with a cloak o^er him,^ said Crack- 
enthorp. '< If he hath a fever, nothing is so 
cooling as the night air.'** 

<^ Yes, he would be cold enough in the mom^ 
ing, no doubt ; but it'^s a kind heart, and shall 
not cool so soon if I can help it,*" answered the 
Captain of the Jumping Jenny. 

" Well, Captain, an ye will risk your own 
neck for another man% why not take him to the 
old girls at Fairladies ?" 
. ** What, the Miss Arthurets !— The Papist 
jades !— But never mind ; it will do — I have 
known them take in a whcde sloop'^s crew that 
were stranded on the^ands.*^ 

^* You may run some risk though, by turning 
up to Fairladies ; for I tell you they are all up 
through the country.'' 

<< Never mind-*-! may chance to put some of 
them down again,** said Nanty, cheerfully.— 
^< Come, lads, bustle to your tackle. Axe you 
aU loaded?** 

" Ay, ay. Captain ; we will be ready in a 
jiffy,** answered the gang. 
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^< Damn your captains !— Have you a mind 
to have me hanged if I am taken P— All'^s hail 
fellow, here.'' 

" A sup at parting,** said Father Cracken- 
thorp, extending a flask to Nanty Ewart 

" Not the twentieth part of a drop,** said 
Nanty. ** No Dutch courage for me— my heart « 
is always high enough when there^s a chance of 
fighting ; besides, if I live drunk, I should like 
to die sob^. — Here, old Jephson — ^you are the 
best natured brute amongst them-— get the lad 
between us on a quiet horse, and we wiU keep 
him up right, I warrant'' ^ 

As they raised Furford from the ground, he 
groaned heavily, and asked faintly where they 
were taking him to ? 

" To a place where you will be as snug and 
quiet as a mouse in his hole,^ said Nanty, ** if so 
be that we can get you there safely. — Good bye, 
Father Crackenthorp — ^poison the quartermaster, 
if you can.** 

The loaded horses then sprang forward, a hard 
trot, following each other in a line, and every se- 
cond horse being mounted by a stout fellow in a 
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smock-frock, whidi served to conceal the arms 
with which roost of these desperate men were 
provided. Ewart followed in the rear of the line 
or caravan, and with the occasional assistance of 
old Jephson, kept his young charge erect in the 
saddle. He groaned heavily from time to time ; 
and Ewart, more moved with compassion for his 
situation than might have been expected from 
his own habits, endeavc^ured to amuse him and 
comfort him, by some account of the place to 
which they were conveying him-— his words d 
consolation being, however, frequently inter- 
rupted by the necessity of calling to his people, 
and many of them being lost amongst the rattling 
of the barrels, and clinking of the tackle and 
small chains by which they are secured on such 
occanons. 

** And you see, brother, you will be in safe 
quarters at Fairladies— -good old scrambling 
house — good old maids enough, if they were not 
Papists. — Hollo, you Jack Lowther ; keep the 
line, can^t ye, and shut your rattle-trap, you 
broth of ar-^ — ! And so being of a good family, 
and having enough, the old lasses have turned a 
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kind of sf^ints, m^ nuns, md so forth. The place 
tb?y live in was SQOie spvt of nua-shop long ago^ 
as ihfij have them still in Flanders ; so folkg call 
them the Vestals of Fairladies — that may be, or 
may not be ; apd I care not whether it be or no. 
— Blinkinsop, hold your tongue, and be d— <l | 
-*fAnd so betwixt great ahns and good dinners, 
they are w^ looked on by rich and poor, and 
their trucking with Papists is looked over. There 
are plenty of priests, and stout young scholars, 
and such like, about the house — ^it^s a hive of 
them—More shame that government send dra- 
goons out after a few honest fellows that bring the 
old women of England a drop of brandy, and let 
these ragamuffians smuggle in as much papistry 
and — Hark !— was that a whistle ? — No, it's only 
a plover. You, Jem Collier, keep a look-out a- 
head— we^ll meet them at the High Whins, or 
Brotthole bottom, or no where. Go a furlong a- 
head, I say, and look sharp.— These Misses Ar* 
thurets feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, 
and such like acts-— which my poor father used 
to say were filthy rags, but he dressed himself out 
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with as many of them as most folk.— •!)—- n that 
stumbling horse ! Father Crackenthorp should 
be d— d himself for putting an honest fellow^s 
neck in such a jeopardy.^ 

Thus, and with much more to the some pur- 
pose, Nanty ran on, increasing, by his well-in- 
tended annoyance, the agony of Alan Fturford, 
who, tormented by racking pain along the back 
and loins, which made the rough trot of the 
horse torture to him, had his aching head still 
further rended and split by the hoarse vcice of 
the sailor, close to his ear. Perfectly passive, 
however, he did not even essay to give any an- 
swer ; and indeed his own bodily distress was now 
so great and engrossing, that to think of his situ- 
ation was impossible, even if he could have mend- 
ed it by doing so. 

Their course was inland ; but in what direc- 
tion, Alan had no means of ascertaining. They 
passed at first over heaths and sandy downs ; 
they crossed more than one brook, or beck^ as they 
are called in that country — some of them of con- 
siderable deptfa-^and at length reached a culti- 
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vated country, divided, aoooiding to the English 
fashion of agriculture, into very small fields or 
closes, by high banks, overgrown with under- 
wood, and surmounted by hedge-row trees, 
amongst which winded a number of impracticable 
and complicated lanes, where the boughs project- 
ing from the embankments on each side, inter- 
cepted the light of the moon, and endangered 
the safety of the horsemen. But through this 
labyrinth the experience of the guides conduct- 
ed them without a blunder, and without even 
the slackening of their pace. In many places, 
however, it was impossible for tliree men to ride 
abreast ; and therefore the burthen of supporting 
Alan Fairford fell alternately to old Jephson, as 
he was called, i^d to Nanty ; and it was with 
much difficulty that they could keep him up- 
right in his saddle. 

At length when his powers of sufferance were 
quite worn out, and he was about to imjdore 
them to leave him to his fate in the first cottage 
or shed— or under a hay-stack or a hedge— or 
anywhere, so he was left at ease. Collier, who 
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Fode Qrhead, paiMied back the word that they wore 
lit the avenue to FairladieeHr*^^ Was he to turn 
up?'' 

Committing the charge of Fairford to Jephson, 
Nanty dashed up to the head of the troop, and 
gave his orders.— -^^ Who knows the house 
best?'' 

^< Sam Skelton's a Catholic," said Lowther. 

" A d--d bad religion," siud Nanty, of whose 
Presbyterian education, a hatred of Popery seem*, 
ed to be the only remnant. *< But I am glad 
there is one amongst us, any how.— You, Sam, 
being a Papist, know Fairladies, and the old 
maidens, I dare say ; so do you fall out of the 
line, and wait here with me ;— and do you. Col- 
lier, carry on to Walinford bottom, then turn 
down the beck till you come to the old mill, and 
Goodman Grist the Miller, or old Peel-the- 
Causeway, will tell you where to stow ; but I will 
be up with you before that." 

The string of loaded horses then struck for- 
ward at their former pace, while Nanty, with 
Jack Eelton, waited by the road-side till the rear 
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came up, when Jephson and Fairford jomed 
them, and, to the great relief of the latter, they 
began to proceed at an easier pace than former- 
ly, su£Periog the gang to precede them, till the 
clatter and dang attending their progress began 
to die away in the distance. They had not pro- 
ceeded a pistol-shot from the place where they 
parted, when a short turning brought them in 
front of an old mouldering gate-way, whose heavy 
pinnacles were decorated in the style of the seven- 
teenth century, with clumsy architectural orna- 
ments ; several of which had fallen down from de^ 
cay, and lay scattered about, no further care ha- 
ving been taken than just to remove them out of 
the direct approach to the avenue. The great 
stone pillars, glimmering white in the moon- 
light) had some fanciful resemblance to superna- 
tural apparitions, and the lur of neglect all around, 
gave an uncomfortable idea of the habitation to 
those who passed its avenue. 

*' There used to be no gate here,^ said Skel- 
ton, finding th&x way unexpectedly stopped. 

*^ But there is a gate now, and a porter too,^ 

3 
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8ud a rough voice from within. ^ Who be you, 
and what doyou want at this time of night ?* 

« We want to come to speech of the ladies-— 
of the Misses Arthurets^^ said Nanty ; ^^ and to 
ask lodging for a sick man.^ 

*^ There is no speech to be had of the Miss 
Arthurets at this time of night, and you ma^ 
carry your sick man to the doctor,^ answered the 
fellow from within, gruffly ; << for as sure as there 
is savour in salt, and scent in rosemary, you will 
get no entrance-^put your pipes up and be jog- 
ging on." 

" Why, Dick Gardener," said Skelton, « be 
thou then turned porter ?" 

•* What, do you know who I am ?^ said the 
domestic, sharply. 

*• I know you, by your bye-word," answered 
the other ; *• What, have you forgot little Jack 
Skelton, and the brock in the barrel ?" 

** No, I have not forgotten you," answered the 
acquidntance of Jack Skelton ; *^ but my orders 
are peremptory to let no one up the avenue this 
night, and therefor e " 
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<< But we are anned, and will not be kept 
back,^ said Nanty . ^< Hark ye, fellow, were it not 
better for you to take a guinea and let us in, than 
to have us break the door first, and thy pate af- 
terwards, for I won^t see my comrade die at your 
door — ^be assured of thaf" 

'^ Why, I dunna know,^ said the fellow ; 
<< but what cattle were tliose that rode by in sudi 
hurry?'' 

<< Why, some of our folk from Bowness, 
Stoniecultrum, and thereby,'' answered Skelton ; 
'* Jack Lowther, and old Jephson, and broad 
Will Lamplugh, and such like." 

<^ Well," said Dick Gardener, << as sure as 
there is savour in salt, and scent in rosemary, I 
thought it had been the troopers from Carlisle 
and Wigton, and the sound brought my heart 
to my mouth." 

<< Had thought thou would'st have known the 
clatter of a cask from the clash of a broadsword, 
as well as ere a quaffer in Cumberland," said 
Skelton. 

*< Come, brother, less of your jaw and more of 
your legs, if you please," said Nanty ; <' every 



y Google 



46 NAliaATIVE. CHAP. II. 

moment we stay is a moment lost Go to the 
ladies, and tell them that Nanty Ewart, of the 
Jumping Jenny, has brought a young gentle- 
man, charged with letters from Scotland, to a 
certain gentleman of consequence in Cumberland 
—that the soldiers are out, and the gentleman 
is very ill, and if he is not received at Furladies, 
he must be left either to die at the gate, or to be 
taken, with all his papers about him, by the red- 
coats.^ 

Away ran Dick Gardner with this mefssage; 
and, in a few minutes, lights were seen to flit 
about, which convinced Fairford, who was now^ 
in consequence of the halt, a little restored to 
self-possession, that they were traversing the 
front of a tolerably large mansioU'^house. 

^' What if thy friend, Dick Gardener, comes 
not back again ?^ said Jephson to Skelton. 

« Why then,*' said the person addressed, " I 
shall owe him just such a licking as thou, old 
Jephson, hadst from Dan Cooke, and will pay 
as duly and truly as he did.^ 

The old man was about to make an angry re- 
ply, when his doubts wore silenced by the return 
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of Didc Gardener^ who announced that Miss Ar« 
thuret was coming herself as far as the gateway 
to speak with them. 

Nanty Ewart cursed, in a low tone, the sus- 
picion of old maids and the churlish scruples of 
Catholics, that made so many obstacles to help* 
iog a fellow-creature, and wished Miss Arthuret 
a hearty rheumatism or tooth-ache as the reward 
of her excuruon ; but the lady presently appear- 
ed^ to cut short fatther grumbling. She was at- 
tended by a waiting-maid with a lantern, by 
means of which she examined the party on the 
outside, as closely as the imperfect light, and 
the spars of the newly-erected gate, would per- 
mit 

<< I am sorry we have disturbed you so late, 
Madam Arthuret,^ said Nanty ; *< but the case 
is this "" 

" Holy Virgin,'' said she, " why do you speak 
so loud i Fray, are you not the Captdn of the 
Sainte Genevieve f^ 

" Why, ay, ma'am," answered Ewart, '• they 
call the brig do at Dutokirk, sure enough ; but 
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along shore here, they call her the Jumping 
Jenny.^ 

^* You brought over the holy Father Bu(miiu 
venture, did you not i^ 

<' Ay, ay, madam, I have brought over enough 
of them black cattle,^ answered Nanty. 

<< Fie I fie ! friend,'' said Miss Arthuret ; << it 
18 a pity that the saints should commit these 
good men to a heredc's care.'' 

" Why, no more they would, ma'am,** answer- 
ed Nanty, ** could they find a Papish lubber 
that knew the coast as I do ; then I am trusty 
as steel to owners, and always look after cargo- 
live lumber, or dead flesh, or spirits, all is one 
to me ; and your Catholics have such d<— d large 
hoods, with pardon, madam, that they can some-^ 
times hide two faces under them. But here is 
gentleman dying, with letters about him from 
the Laird of Summertrees to the Laird of the 
Lochs, as they call him, along Sol way, and every 
minute he lies here is a nail in his coffin." 

** Saint Mary ! what shall we do ?" said Miss 
Arthuret; ^^ we must admit him, I think, at all 
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risks.— You, Richard Gardner, help one of these 
men to carry the gentleman up to the Place ; and 
you, Selby, see him lodged at the end of the long 
gallery. — ^You are a heretic, Captain, but I think 
you are trusty, and I know you have been trust- 
ed—but if you are imposing on m e ■ ^ 

'' Not I, madam— never attempt to impose on 
ladies of your experience— my practice that way 
has been all among the young ones.— Come, 
cheerly, Mr Fairford — ^you will be taken good 
care of— try to walk.'' 

Alan did so; and, refreshed by his halt, de* 
dared himself able to walk to the house with 
the sole assistance of the gardener. 

" Why, that's hearty. Thank thee, Dick, 
for lending him thine arm,^— and he slipped into 
his hand the guinea he had promised.-— ^^ Fare- 
well, then, Mr Fairford,/ and farewell, Madam 
Arthuret, for I have been too long here." 

So saying, he and his two companions threw 
themselves on horseback, and went off at a gal- 
lop. Yet, even above the clatter of their hoc& 
did the incorrigible Nanty hollow out the old 
balUd— 
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'< A lordy law to a friar eamey 
To oonfesdon a-maming early :— 

*• In what, my dear, are you to blame ? 
Come tell me moat anceiely ?' 

* Alas ! my fkult I daie not name- 
But my lad he loved me dearly.' " 



<^ Holy Virgin !^ exclaimed Miss Seraphma^ 
as the unhallowed sounds reached her ears; 
<^ what profane heathens be these men, and what 
frights and pinches we be put to among them ! 
The slants be good to us, what a night has this 
been !— the like never seen at Fairladies.— Help 
me to make fast the gate, Richard, and thou shalt 
come down again to wait on it, lest there come 
more unwelcome visitors — Not that you aqe un- 
wdcome, young gentleman, for it is sufficient 
that you need such assistance as we can give you, 
to make you welcome to Fairladies— only, an- 
other time would have done as well — but, hem ! 
I dare say it is all for die best. The avenue is 
none of the smoothest, sir, look to your feet. 
Richard Grardener should have had it mown and 
levelled, but he was obliged to go on a pilgri- 
mage to Saint Winfred^s Well, in Wales.**— 
(Here Dick gave a short dry cough, which, as 
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if he had found it betrayed some internal feel- 
ing a little at variance with what the lady said, 
he converted into a muttered, Sancta Wmifreda^ 
ora pro nobis. Miss Arthuret, meantime, pro- 
ceeded)—" We never interfere i»dth our servants' 
vows or penances. Master Fairford — I know a 
very worthy father of your name, perhaps a re- 
lation — I say, we never interfere with our ser- 
vants' vows. Our Lady forbid they should not 
know some difference between our service and a 
heretic's.— Take care, or, you will fall if you 
have not a care. Alas ! by night and day there 
are many stumbling-blodcs in our paths !" 

With more talk to the same purpose, all of 
which tended to shew a charitable, and some- 
what silly woman, with a strong inclination to 
her superstitious devotion. Miss Arthuret enter- 
tamed her new guest, as, stumbling at every ob- 
stacle which the devotion of his guide, Richard, 
had left in the path, he at last, by ascending 
some stone steps decorated on the side with grif- 
fins, or some such heraldic anomalies, attained 
a terrace ffxtending in front of the Place of Fair- 
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ladies; an old-fashioned gentleman''s bouse of 
.some consequence, with its range of notched 
gable-ends and narrow windows, relieved by here 
imd there an old turret about the si^e of a pep- 
per-box. The door was locked, during the brief 
absence of the mistress ; a dim light glimmered 
through the sashed door of the hall^ which opened 
beneath al huge stone porch, loaded with jessa- 
mine and other creepers. All the windows were 
dark as pitch. 

Miss Arthuret tapped at the window ^ Sister, 
aster Angelica.^ 

" Who is there ?^ was answered from within ; 
" is it you, aster Seraphina?'* 

** Yes, yes, undo the door; do you not know 
my voice ?^ 

'^ No doubt, sister,**^ said Angelica, undoing 
bolt and bar ; ** but you know our charge^ and 
the enemy is watchful to surprise us — incediU 
sicut leo vorcmsy saith the breviary.-^Whom 
have you brought here ? Oh, sister, what have 
you done !*** 

" It is a young man,"^ s^dd Seraphina, hasten- 



y Google 



NARRATIVE. CHAP. II. 58 

ing to intemipt her mfiter\ remonUrance, **a 
relation^ I believe, of our worthy Father Fair- 
ford ; left at the gate by the captain of that bless^ 
ed vessel the SaiDte G^nevieve-^-almost dead-^ 
and charged with dispatches to ^ 

She lowered her voice as she mumbled over 
the last words. 

^* Nay, then, there is no help,^ sud Angelica ; 
*• but it is unlucky." 

During this dialogue between the vestals of 
Fairladies, Dick Gardener deposited his burthen 
in a chair, where the younger lady, after a mo- 
ment of hesitation, expresang a becoming reluc- 
tance to touch the hand of a stranger, put her 
linger and thumb upon Fairford's wrist, and 
counted his pulse. 

" There is fever here, sister,** she said; 
<' Richard must call Ambrose, and we must 
send some of the febrifuge." 

Ambrose arrived presently, a plausible and 
respectable-looking old servant, bred in the fa- 
mily, and who had risen from rank to rank in 
the Arthuret service, till he was become half- 
physician, half-almoner, half-butler, and entire 
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governor; that is, when the Father Confessor^ 
who frequently eased him of the toils of govern- 
ment, chanced to be abroad. Under the direc- 
tion, and with the assistance, of this venerable 
personage, the unlucky Alan Fairford was con- 
veyed to a decent apartment at the end of a long 
gallery, and, to his inexpressible relief, consigned 
to a comfortable bed. He did not attempt to 
resist the prescription of Mr Ambrose, who not 
only presented him with the proposed draught, 
but proceeded so far as to take a considerable 
quantity of blood from him, by which last opera- 
tion he probably did his patient much service. 
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CHAPTER III. 

KAURATIVE OF ALAK FAIRFOBD, COKTIM0ED. 

On the next morning, when Fairford awoke, 
after no very refreshing slumbers, in which were 
mingled many wild dreams of his father, and of 
Darsie Latimer,-^^of the damsel in the green 
mantle, and the vestals of Fairladies,— of drink- 
ing small beer with Nanty Ewart, and bdng im- 
mersed in the Solway with the Jumping Jenny, 
—he found himself in no condition to dispute 
the order of Mr Ambrose, that he should keep 
his bed, from which indeed he could not have 
raised himself without assistance. He became 
sensible that his anxiety, and his constant eflPortis 
for some days past, had been too much for his 
health, and that, whatever might be his impa- 
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tienoe^ he could not proceed in his undertaking 
until his strength was re-established. 

In the meanwhile, no better quarters could 
have been found for an invalid. The attendants 
spoke under their breath, and moved only on 
tiptoe— nothing was done unless par ardon- 
nance du m^(2ecm— *Esculapius reigned para- 
mount in the premises at Fairladies. Once a- 
day, the ladies came in ^eat state to wait upon 
him, and inquire after his health, and it was then 
that Alan^s natural civility, and the thankful- 
ness which he expressed for their timely and 
charitaMe assistance, raised him ccHisiderably in 
their esteem. He was on the third day re- 
moved to a better apartment than that in which 
he had been at first accommodated. When he 
was permitted to drink a glass of wine, it was of 
the first quality ; one of those curious old-fa- 
shioned, cobwebbed bottles being produced on 
the occasion, which are only to be found in the 
erypts of old country-seats, where they may 
have lurked undisturbed for more than half a 
century. 

But however delightful a residence for an in- 
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valid, Fairladies, as its present inmate became 
soon aware, was not so agreeable to a convales- 
cent. When he dragged himself to the window 
8o soon as he could crawl from bed, behold it 
was closely grated, and commanded no view ex- 
cept of a little paved court. This was nothing 
remarkable, most old Border-houses having their 
Endows so secured. But then Fairford obser- 
ved, that whosoever entered or left the room, 
always locked the door with great care and cir- 
eumspection ; add some proposals which he made 
to take a walk in the gallery, or even in the gar- 
den, were so coldly received, both by the ladies 
and their prime minister, Mr Ambrose, that he 
saw plainly such an extension of his privileges as 
a guest would not be permitted. 

Anxious to ascertain whether this excessive 
hospitality would permit him his proper privi- 
lege of free-agency, he announced to this im- 
portant functionary, with grateful thanks for 
the care with which he had been attended, his 
purpose to leave Fmrladies next morning, re- 
questing only, as a continuance of the favours 
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with which he had been loaded, the loan of 
a hone to the next town; and, assuring Mr 
Ambrose that his gratitude would not be li- 
mited by such a trifle, he slipped three guineas 
into his hand, by way of seconding his prc^xHol. 
The fingers of that worthy domestic closed as 
naturally upon the lumoranriumy as if a d^ree in 
the learned faculty had given him a right to 
clutch it ; but his answer concerning Alan\i pro- 
posed departure was at first evasiye, and when 
he was pushed, it amounted to a peremptory as- 
surance that he could not be permitted to depart 
to-morrow ; it was as much as his life was worth, 
and his ladies would not authorize it 
. << I know best what my own life is matih^ 
said Alan ; <* and I do not value it in compari- 
son to the buimiess which requires my instant at- 
tention.^ 

Receiving still no satisfactory answer from Mr 
Ambrose, Fairford thought it best to state his 
resolution to the ladies themselves, in the most 
measiured, respectful, and grateful terms; but 
sdll such as expressed a firm determination to 
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depart on the morrow, or next day at ferthest* 
After some attempts to induce him to stay, on 
the alleged score of health, which were so ex- 
pressed that he was convinced they were only 
used to delay his departure, Fairford plainly told 
them that he was intrusted with dispatches of 
consequence to the gentleman known by the 
names of Henries, Redgauntlet, and the Laird of 
the Lochs ; and that it was matter of life and 
death to deliy^ them early. 

'^ I dare say. Sister Angelica,^ said the elder 
Miss Arthuret, ^^ (hat the gentleman is honest ; 
and if he is reaUy a relation of Father Fairford, 
we can run no risk.^ 

^'Jesu Maria r exclaimed the younger. '^Oh 
fie. Sister Seraphina ! Fie, fie ! — Vade re^O— get 
thee behind me.^ 

*< Well, well ; but, sister^— Sister Angelic»— 
let me speak with you in the gallery.^ 

So out the ladies rustled in their silks and tis- 
sues, and it was a good half hour ere they rustled 
in again, with importance and awe on their coun- 
tenances. 

" To tell you the truth, Mr Fairford, the 
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cause of our deare to delay you is— there is a re- 
ligious gentleman in this house at present ^ 

<< A most excellent person indeed — ^ said the 
sister Angelica. 

^< An anointed of his Master !— ^ echoed Sera- 
phina, — ^^ and we should be glad that, for con- 
science^ sake, you would hold some discourse with 
him before your departure.^ 

Oho f thought Fairford, the murder is out 
•—here is a design of conversion !— I must not af- 
front the good old ladies, but I shall soon send off 
the priest, I think.— He then answered aloud, 
'* that he should be happy to converse with any 
friend of theirs — that in religious matters he had 
the greatest respect for every modification of 
Christianity, though, he must say, his belief was 
made up to that in which he had been educated ; 
nevertheless, if his seeing the religious person 
they recommended could in the least shew his re- 
spect— •"** 

'^ It is not quite that,^ said Sister Seraphina, 
<' although I am sure the day is too short to hear 
him— Father Buonaventure, I mean— speak upon 
the concerns of our souls ; but-—* 
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<^ Come, come. Sister Seraphina,"^ said the 
younger, ^< it is needless to talk so much about 
it. His— bis Eminence — I mean Father Buona- 
yentore-^will himself explain what he wants this 
gentleman to know.^ 

*^ His Eminence !^ said Fmrford, surprised-^ 
" Is this gentleman so high in the Catholic 
Church ? — The title is given only to Cardinals, I 
think.'* 

*' He is not a Cardinal as yet,^ answered Se- 
raphina ; '^ but I assure you, Mr Fairford, he is 
as high in rank as he is eminently endowed with 
good gifts, and ^" 

*^ Come away,** said Sister Angelica. *^ Holy 
Virgin, how you do talk !— -What has Mr Fair- 
ford to do with Father Buonaventure's rank ?— • 
Only, sir, you will remember that the Father has 
been always accustomed to be treated with the 
most profound deference ; — indeed ^ 

*^ Come away, sister,^ said Sister Seraphina in 
her turn ; " wlw talks now, I pray you ? Mr 
Fairford will know how to comport himself 

'^ And we had best both leave the room,^ said the 
younger lady, *' for here his Eminence comes.''* 
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She lowered her ycdoe to a whisper as she pro- 
Dounoed the last words ; and as Fairford was 
about to reply, by assuring her that any friend 
of hers should be treated by him with all the ce- 
remony he could expect, she imposed silence on 
him, by holding up her finger. 

A solemn and stately step was now heard in 
the gallery ; it might have proclaimed the ap- 
proach not merely of a bishop or cardinal, but of 
the Sovereign Pontiff himself. Nor could the 
sound have been more respectfully listened to by 
the two ladies, had it announced that the Head 
of the Church was approaching in person. They 
drew themselves, like sentinels on duty, one on 
each side of the door by which the long gallery 
communicated with Fairford^s apartment, and 
stood there immoveable, and with countenances 
expressive of the deepest reverence. 

The approach of Father Buonaventure was so 
slow, that Fairford had time to notice all this, 
and to marvel in his mind what wily and ambi- 
tious priest could have contrived to subject his 
worthy but simple-minded hostesses to such su- 
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perstitious trammels. Father Buonayenture^s 
entrance and appearance in some d^ee account- 
ed for the whole. 

He wag a man of middle life, about fortjr, or* 
upwards ; but either care, or fatigue, or indul- 
genee, had brought on the appearance of pre- 
mature old age, and given to his fine features a 
cast of seriousness or even sadness. A noble 
countenance, however, still remained; and though 
his complexion was altered, and wrinkles stamp- 
ed upon his brow in many a melancholy fold, still 
the lofty forehead, the full and well-opened eye, 
and the well-formed nose, shewed how handsome 
in better days he must have been. He was tall, 
but lost the advantage of hb height by stooping ; 
and the cane which he wore always in his hand, 
and occanonally used, as well as his Aow though 
majestic gait, seemed to intimate that his fine 
form and limbs felt already some touch of in- 
firmity. The colour of his hair could not be dis- 
covered, as, according to the fashion, he wore a 
periwig. He was handsomely, though gravely 
dressed in a secular habit, and had a cockade in 
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his hat; circumstances which did not surprise 
Fairford, who knew that a military disguise was 
very often assumed by the seminary priests, who9e 
visits to England, or residence there, subjected 
them to legal penalties. 

As this stately person entered the apartment^ 
the two ladies facing inwaid, like soldiers on 
their post when about to salute a superior of- 
ficer, dropped on either hand of the Father a 
courtesy so profound, that the hoop petticoats 
which performed the feat seemed to sink down 
to the very floor, nay, through it, as if a trap-door 
had opened for the descent of the dames who 
performed this act of reverence. 

The Father seemed accustomed to such homage, 
profound as it was ; he turned his person a little 
way first towards one sister, and then towards 
the other, while, with a gracious inclination of 
his person, which certainly did not amount to a 
bow, he acknowledged their courtesy. But he 
passed forward without addressbg them, and 
seemed, by doing so, to intimate that their pre* 
sencc in the apartment was unnecessary. 
U 
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They accordingly glided out of the room, re- 
treating backwards, with hands clasped and eyes 
oast upward, as if imploring blessings on the re- 
li^ous man whom they venerated so highly. The 
door of the apartment was shut after them, biit 
not bdbre Fairford had perceived that there were 
one or two men in the gallery, and that, contrary 
to what he had before observed, the door, though 
shut, was not locked on the outside. 

Can the good souls apprehend danger from 
me to this god of their idolatry ? thought Fair* 
ford. But he had no time to make farther ob- 
servations, for the stranger had already reached 
the iniddle of his apartment. 

Fairford rose to receive him respectfully, but 
as he fixed his eyes on the visitor, he thought 
that the Father avoided his looks. His reasons 
for remaining incognito were cogent enough to 
account for this, and Fairford hastened to relieve 
him, by looking downwards in his turn ; but when 
again he raised his face, he found the broad light 
eye oi the stranger so fixed on him, that he was 
almost put out of countenance by the steadiness 
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of his gaze. During thia time tbey remained 
standing. 

** Take your seat, sir," said the Father; *' you 
have been an invalid.^ 

He spoke with the tone of one who desires an 
inferior to be seated in his presence, and his voice 
was full and melodious. 

Fairford, somewhat surprised to find himself 
overawed by the airs of superiority, which could 
be only properly exercised towards one over 
whom religion gave the speaker influence, sat 
down at his bidding, as if moved.by springs, and 
was at a loss how to assert the footing of equality 
on which he felt that they ought to stand, /rhe 
stranger kept the advantage which he had ob- 
tained. ' 

" Your name, sir, I am informed, is Fjur- 
ford,'' said the Father. 

Alan answered by a bow. 

** Called to the Scottish bar," continued his 
visitor. ** There is, I believe, in the West, a 
family of birth and rank called Fairford of Fair- 
ford'' 

Alan thought this a strange observation from 
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a foreign ecclesiastic^ as his name intimated Fa^ 
tber Buonaventure to be ; but only answered, he 
believed there was such a family. 

^' Do you count kindred with them, Mr Fmr- 
ford F" continued the inquirer. 

" I have not the honour to lay such a claim,'** 
said Fairford. *^ My father^s industry has raised 
his family from a low and obscure situation — I 
have no hereditary clium to distinction of any 
kind. — May I ask the cause of these inquiries ?^ 
" You will learn it presently,"^ siud Father 
Buonaventure, who had ^ven a dry and dissa- 
tisfied hem at the young man^s acknowledging a 
plebeian descent. He then motioned to him io 
be silent, and proceeded with his queries. 

'^ Although not of condition, you are, doubt- 
less, by sentiments and education, a man of ho- 
nour, and a gentleman ?^ 

^^ I hope so, sir,^ smd Alan, colouring with 
displeasure. '^ I have not been accustomed to 
have it questioned.^ 

'* Patience, young man,^ said the unperturb- 
ed querist— '* we are on serious business, and no 
idle etiquette must prevent its being discussed 
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seriously.— 'You are probably aware, that you 
speak to a person proscribed by the severe and 
unjust laws of the present goyemment ?^ 

" I am aware of the Statute 1700, chapter 
S,^ said Alan, << banishing from the realm Priests 
and tnifficking Papists, and punishing by death, 
on summary oonvietion, any such person who 
being so Imnishifed may return. The English 
law, I believe, is equally severe. But I have no 
means of knowing you, sir, to be one of those 
persons ; and I think your prudence may recom- 
mend to you to keep your own counsel.* 

'* It is sufficient, sir ; and I have no apprehen* 
nons of disagreeable consequences from your 
having seen me in this house,* said the Priest 

'^ Assuredly no,* said Alan.' '* I consider 
myself as indebted for my life to the Mistresses 
of Fairladies ; and it would be a vile requital on 
my part to pry into or make known what I may 
have seen or heard under this hospitable roof. 
If I were to meet the Pretender himself in such 
a situation, he should, even at the risk of a little 
stretch to my loyalty, be free from any danger 
from my indiscretion** 
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<< The Ff^iender I^' said the Priest, with some 
adgry emphasis ; but immediately softened his 
tone aod added, ^^ No doubt, however, that per- 
son is a pretender ; and some people think his 
pretensions are not ill founded. But before rui^ 
uing into politics, give me leave to say, that I am 
surprised to find a gentleman of your opinions in 
habits of intimacy with Mr Maxwell of Summer- 
trees and Mr Bedgauntlet, and the medium of 
conducting the intercourse betwixt them.^ 

<^ Pardon me, sir,^ replied Alan Fairford; 
^^ I do not aspire to the honour of being reputed 
their confident or go-between. My concern with 
those gentlemen is limited to one matter of busi- 
ness, dearly interesting to me, because it concerns 
the safety-^perhaps the lifer-«af my dearest 
friend;' 

<^ Would you . have any objection to intrust 
me with the cause of your jpumey P^ smd Father 
Buonaventure* << My advice may be of service 
to you, and my influence with one or both of 
these gentlemen is considerable.^ 

Faurford hesitated a moment, apd hastily re- 
volving all circumstances, cpncluded that he 
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might perhaps Feceive some advantage from pro- 
pitiating this personage ; wlule, on the other 
hand, he endangered nothing by communicating 
to him the occasion of his journey. IJe there- 
fore, after stating shortly that he hoped Mr Buo- 
naventure would render him the same confi- 
dence which he required on his part, gave a 
short account of Darsic Latimer— of the mystery 
which hung over his family — and of the disaster 
which had befallen him. Finally, of his own re- 
solution to seek for his friend, and to deliver him, 
at the peril of his own life. 

The Catholic Priest, whose manner it seemed 
to be to avcnd all conversation which did not 
arise from his own express modon, made no re- 
marks upon what he had heard, but only asked 
one or two abrupt questions, where Alan^s nar- 
rative appeared less clear to him ; then arising 
from his seat, he took two turns through the 
apartment, muttering between his teeth, with 
emphasis, the word ^^ Madman !^ But apparent- 
ly he was in the habit of keeping all violent emo- 
tions under restraint ; for he presently address- 
ed Fidrford with the most perfect indifference. 



y Google 



NARRATiy£. CHAP* HI. 71 

<< If," md he, ^< you thou^t ywk could do ^ 
withoul breach of copfid^oe, I widi you would 
haye the goodness to ishew me the letter of Mr 
MastweU of Summertreea. I desire to look per* 
ticularly at the addresa^^ 

Seeii^ no cause to decline this extennon of 
bis confidence, Alan, without hesitation} put the 
ktteir into bis hand* Having turned it round 
as old TrumbuU and Nanty Ewart had former- 
ly done, and, like tbein, having examined the 
address with mueh minuteness^ he asked whe- 
ther he had obaerved these words, pcHntfng to a 
penol-writing upon the under side of the fetter. 
Fairford answered in the negative, and, looking 
at the letter, read with surprise, ** Cave ne UUras 
Belkrophonti9 a^err^;'*^ a eauUon which ooin- 
eided so exactly with the Provost^s admonitioii 
duit he would do well to inspect the letter c^ 
which be was bearer, that he was about to spring 
up and attempt an escape, be knew not where- 
fore, or from whom. 

<< Sit still, young man,** said the Father, with 
the same tone of authority wUcfa reigned ip his 
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whole manner, although mingled with stately 
courtesy. **- You are in no danger—* my cba^ 
Tacter shall be a pledge for your safety.— By 
whom do you suppose these words have been 
written?** 

Fairford could have answered, *^ by Nanty 
Ewart,"* for he- remembered seeing that person 
scribble something witb a pendl, althou^ he 
was not well enough ta observe with aceuraey 
where, or upon what. But not knowing what 
sui^icions, or what worse consequei^ces, the sea* 
manV interest in his affairs might draw upon 
him, he judged it best to answer tliat he knew 
not the hand. 

Father Buonaventure was again silent for a 
moment cxr two, which he employed in surv^. 
ing the letter with the strictest attention ; thai 
stepped to the window, as if to examine the ad« 
dress and writing on the envelope with the as- 
sistance of a stronger light, and Alan Fairford 
beheld him, with no less amazement than high 
displeasure, cooUy and deliberately break the 
sealt open the letter^ and peruse the contents. 
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^* Step, m, hiaid r he esoclainwd^ as aaoa as 
his aBtoskitiment pennittcd him to express iuM re- 
m^tment in words ; ^< foy what right do you 
dare-—^ 

<< Peace, young gentleman,^ said die £adier, 
repdling him widi a wcueof his hand ; <^ be as- 
miffed I do not act widiuat wairnuit>-4iotluDg 
can pass betwixt Mr Maxwell and Mr Red- 
gauntlet that I -am not fully entided to know«* 

^< It may be so,^ said Akui^ exlaemely angry ; 
^ but though yoa magr be these gentlemen^s fist, 
ther eo^sBor you-are nottaine ; and in break- 
iBg the seal of a letter iaizusted to my care> you 
have done me——" 

*< No injury, I assure you,^ answered the un- 
perturbed priest ; ** on the contrary, it may be 
a service." 

^* I desire no advantage at such a rote^ or to 
be obtained in such a manner," answered Eair- 
ford ; <* restore me the letter instanfdy, or*»-«-" 

<^ As you regard your own safety," said the 
priest, ^* forbear all injurious expressiiMis, and 
$11 dienacing gestives* I am not one who can 
be threatened or insulted with impunity; and 
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there are enough within hearing to chastise any 
injury or affront offered to me, in case I may 
think it unbecoming to protect or avenge n^y- 
self with my own hand.**" 

In saying this, the Father assumed an air of such 
fearlessness and calm authority, that the young 
lawyer, surprised and overawed, forbore, as he 
had intended, to snatch the letter from his hand, 
and confined himself to bitter complaints of the 
impropriety of his conduct, and of the light in 
which he himself must be placed to Kedgauntlet, 
should he present him a letter with a broken 
seal. 

" That,** said Father Buonaventure*, " shall 
be fully cared for. I will myself write to Bed- 
gauntlet, and enclose Maxwell'^s letter, providing 
always you continue to desire to deliver it, after 
perusing the contents.^ 

He then restored the letter to Fairford, and, 
observing that he hesitated to peruse it, said 
emphatically, " Read it, for it concerns you.*" 

This recommendation, joined to what Provost 
Crosbie had formerly recommended, and to the 
warning, which he doubted not that Nanty in- 
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tended to convey by his classical allusioo, de- 
cided Fairford's resolutioD. If these correspond- 
ents, he thought, are conspiring ag^dnst my per- 
son, I have a right to counterplot them ; self-pre- 
servation, as well as my friend^s safety, require 
that I should not be too scrupulous. 

So thinking, he read the letter, which was in 
the following words : — 

*< Dear Rugged and Dangebous, 
** Will you never cease meriting your old nick- 
name? You havespringed your dottrel I find, and 
what i? the consequence P-^-why, that there will be 
hue and cry after you presently. The bearer is a 
pert young lawyer, wholias brought a formal com- 
plaint against you, which, luckily, he has pre- 
ferred in a friendly court. Yet, favourable as 
^ the judge was disposed to be, it was with the ut- 
most difficulty that cousin Jenny and I could 
keep him to his tackle. He begins to be timid^ 
suspicious, and intractable, and I fear Jenny 
will soon bend her brows on him in vain. I 
know not what to advise-— the lad who carries 
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this is a good lad— active for his friend— and I 
have pledged my honour he shall have no per- 
sonal ill-usage-— Pledged my honour, remark 
these words, and remember I can be rugged and 
dangerous as well as my ndghbours. But I 
have not ensured him against a short captivity, 
and as he is a stirring active fellow, I see no re- 
medy but keeping him out of the way till this 
business of the good Father B is safely 

blown over, which God send it were !—r Always 
thine, even should I be once more 

Csaig-i^Fe&il.^ 

'^ What think you, young man, of the danger 
you have been about to encounter so willingly ?^ 

*« As strangely,** replic^jd Alan Fairford, ** asof 
the extraordinary means which yo\t have been at 
present pleased to use for the discovery of Mr 
Maxwell*s purpose." 

*' Trouble not yourself to account for my con- 
duct,** said the Father ; *^ I have a warrant for 
what I do, and fear no responsibility. But UAl 
me what is your present purpose.** 
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<^ I should not perhaps name it to you, whose 
own safety may be implicated.^ 

'< I understand you»^ answered the Father ; 
** you would appeal to the existing goyernment ? 
---That can at no rate be permitted— we will ra- 
ther detain you at Fairladies by oompuLdon.^ 

« You irill probably,'' said Fairford, « first 
w^h the risk of such a proceeding in a free 
country.'' 

<< I have incurred more formidable hazard," 
said the priest, smiling ; ** yet I am willing to 
find a milder expedient. Come ; let us bring the 
matter to a compromise.'*-— And he assumed a 
conciliating graciousness of manner, which struck 
Fairford as being rather too condescending for the 
occasion ; ^^ I presume you will be satisfied to re- 
main here in seclusion for a day or two longer, 
proyiding I pass my solemn word to you, that 
you shall meet with the person whom you seek 
after— nneet with him in perfect safety, and, I 
trust, in good health, and be afterwards both at 
liberty to return to Scotland, or dispose of your* 
selves as each of you may be minded." 
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*^ I respect the verbum iocerdotis as much as 
can reasonably be expected in a Protestant,'* an- 
swered Fairford ; ^^ but^ methinks, you can scarce 
expect me to repose so much confidence in the 
word of an unknown person, as is implied in the 
guarantee which you offer me.*** 

<^ I am not accustomed, sir,^ said the Father, 
in a very haughty tone, ^' to have my word dis- 
puted. But,*** he added, while the angry hue 
passed from his cheek, after a moment's reflec- 
tion, *' you know me not, and ought to be ex- 
cused. I will repose more ccxifidence in your 
honour than you seem willing to rest upon mine ; 
and, since we are so situated that one must 
rely upon the other's faith, I will cause you to 
be set presently at liberty, and furnished with 
the means of delivering your letter as addressed, 
provided that now, knowing the contents, you 
think it safe for yourself to execute the commis- 
sion.'* 

Alan Fairford paused. << I cannot see," he 
at length rephed, <' how I can proceed with re- 
spect to the accomplishment of my sole purpose. 
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which is the liberation of my friend, without ap- 
pealing to the law, and obtaining the assistance 
of a magistrate. If I presAit this singular letter 
of Mr Maxwell, with the contents of which I 
have become so unexpectedly acquainted, I shall 
only share his captivity .'* 

** And if you apply to a magistrate, young 
man, you will bring ruin on these hospitable 
ladies, to whom, in all human probability, you 
owe your life. You cannot obtain a warrant for 
your purpose, without giving a clear detail of all 
the late scenes through which you have passed. 
A magistrate would oblige you to give a com- 
plete account of yourself, before arming you 
with his authority against a third party ; and in 
giving such an account, the safety of these ladies 
will necessarily be compromised. A hundred 
spies have had^ and still have, their eyes upon 
this mansion ; but God will protect his own.^-— 
He crossed himself devoutly, and then proceed- 
ed.—" You can take an hour to think of your 
best plan, and I will pledge myself to forward it 
, thus far, providing it be not asking you to rely 

16 
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more <m my word than your prudence can war^ 
rant You shall go to Redgauntlet,— -I name 
him plainly, to shew Ky confidence in you, — and 
you shall deliyer him this letter of Mr Max- 
welTs, with one from me^ in which I will enj€»n 
him to set your friend at liberty, or at least to 
make no attempts upon your own person, eiAer 
by detention or otherwise. If you can trust me 
thus far,^ he, said, with a proud emphasis on the 
words, ^< I will on my side see you depart from 
this place with the most perfect confidence that 
you will not return armed with powers to drag 
its inmates to destruction. You are young and 
inexperienced — ^bred to a profession also which 
diarpens suspicion, and gives fake vbws of hu« 
man nature. I have seen much of the world, 
and have known better than most men, how far 
mutual confidence is requisite in managing affairs 
of consequence.^ 

He spoke with an air of superioirity, even of 
authority, by which Fairford, notwithstanding 
his own internal struggles, was silenced and over- 
awed so much, that it was not till the Father had 
turned to leave the apartment that he found 
9 
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wofds to ask him what the consequence would be, 
should he decline to deport on the terms piD- 
posed. 

<< You must then, for the safety of all parties, 
remain for some days an inhabitant of Fairladies, 
where we have the means of detuning you, 
which self«pr68enrati<m will in that case compel 
us to make use of. Your captivity will be short; 
for matters cannot long remain as they are— The 
cbud must soon rise, or it must sink upon us 
tarever.'^BenedicUe r 
With these words he hit the apartment. 
Fairford, upon his departure, felt himself much 
at a loss what course to pursue. His line of 
education, as well as his &thar^s tenets in matters 
of church and state, had taught him a holy hor- 
lor for Paiusts, and a devout, belief in whatever 
had been said of the punic fidth of Jesuits, 
and of the expedients of mental resarvadon, by 
which the Catholic priests in general were sup* 
posed to evade keeping faith with heretics. Yet 
there was something of majesty, depressed in- 
deed, and overclouded, but still grand and im* 
VOL. III. r 
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pofiing, in the manner and words of Father Buo^ 
naventure, which it was diiBcult to reccHicile with 
those preconceived opinions which imputed sub* 
tiety and fraud to his sect and order. Above 
all, Alan was aware, that if he accepted not his 
freedom upon the terms oflfered him, he was like, 
ly to be detained by force ; so that, in every point 
of view, he was a giuner by accepting them. ' 

A qualm, indeed, came across him, when he 
considered, as a lawyer, that this Father was pro- 
bably, in the eye of law, a traitor ; and that there 
was an ugly crime on the Statute Book^ called 
Misprision of Treason. On the other band, what- 
ever he might think or suspect, he could not 
take upon him to say that the man was a priest, 
whom he had never seen in the dress of his <Nr^^ 
der, or in the act of celebrating mass ; so that be 
felt himself at liberty to doubt of that, respecting . 
which he possessed no legal proof. He there- 
fore arrived at the conclusion, that he would do 
well to accept his liberty, and proceed to Bed- 
gauntlet under the guarantee of Father Buooa- 
venture, which he scarce doubted would be suf-- 
ficient to save him from personal inconvenience. 
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Should he once obtain speech of that gendeman, 
he felt the same confidence as formerly, that he 
might be able to convince him of the radmess 
of his conduct, should he not consent to liberate 
Darsie' Latimer. At ail events, he should learn 
where his friend was, and how drcumstanced. 

Having thus made up his mind, Alan waited 
anxiously for the expiration of the hour which 
had been allowed him for deliberation. He was 
not kept on the tenter-hpoks of impatience an 
instant longer than the appointed moment ar- 
rived, for, even as the clock struck, Ambrose 
appeared at the door of the gallery, and made a 
sign that Alan should follow him. He did so, 
and after passing through some of the intricate 
avenues common in old houses, was ushered into 
a small apartment, commodiousiy fitted up, in 
which he found Father Buonaventure reclining 
on a couch, in the attitude of a man exhausted 
by fatigue or indisposition. On a small table 
beside him was a Catholic book of prayer, a 
small flask of medicine, a cordial, and a little 
tea-cup of old china. Ambrose did not enter 
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the room—- he only bowed profoundly, and closed 
the door with the least possible noise, so soon as 
Fairford had entered. 

** Sit down, young man,^ said the Father, 
with the same air of condescendon which had 
before surprised, and rather offended Fairford. 
<< You have been ill, ^ and I know too well by 
my own case, that indisposition requires indul- 
gence."— Have you,^ he continued, so soon as he 
saw him seated, <^ resolved to remwi, or to de- 
partP'' 

*^ To depart,^ said Alan, ^* under the agree- 
ment that you will guarantee my safety with the 
extraordinary person who has conducted himself 
in such a lawless manner towards my friend, 
Darsie Latimer.^ 

^< Do not judge hastily, young man,^^ replied 
the Father. <* Bedgauntlet has the claims of a 
guardian over his ward, in respect to the young 
gentleman, and a right to dictate his place of re- 
sidttice, although he may have been injudicious 
in selecting the means by which he thinks to en- 
force his authority.^ 
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<^ His situation as an attainted person abro* 
gates such rights,^ said Fairford hastily. 

<^ Surely,"^ replied the priest, smiling at the 
young lawyer^s readiness ; *' in the eye of those 
who acknowledge the justice of the attainder—* 
but that do not I. However, sir, here is the 
guarantee-— look at its contents, an J do not again 
carry the letters of Uriah.** 

Fairford read these words h-^ 

*< Goon Fkibnd, 
** We send you hither a young man desirous 
to know the situation of your ward, since he 
came under your paternal authority, and of deal- 
ing with you for having your relative put at 
large. This we recommend to your prudence, 
highly disapproving, at the same time, of any 
force or coercion, when such can be avmded, and 
wishing, therefore, that this negotiation may be 
successful. At all rates, however, the bearer 
hath our pledged word for his safety and free- 
dom, which, therefore, you are to see strictly ob- 
served, as you value our honour and your own. 
We farther wish to converse with you, with as 
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small loss of time as may be, having matters of 
the utmost confidence to impart. For this pur^ 
pose we de^e you to repair hither with all haste, 
and thereupon we bid you heartily farewell 

** P. B.^ 

*^ You will understand, sir,^ said the Father, 
when he saw that Alan had perused his letter, 
*^ that, by accepting charge of this missive, you 
bind yourself to try the efiect of it before having 
recourse to any legal means, as you term them, 
for your friend'^s release.^ 

<^ There are a few cyphers added to this letter,^ 
said Fairford, when he had perused the paper 
attentively,— •• may I inquire what their import 
is?'^ 

^^ They respect my own affairs,^ answered the 
Father, briefly ; " and have no concern whatever 
with yours.'*' 

" It seems to me, however,'* replied Alan, 
" natural to suppos e ■■ ^ 

^* Nothing must be supposed incompatible 
with my honour,'' replied the priest, interrupt- 
ing him ; ^^ when- such as I am confer favours^ 
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we expect that they shall be accepted with gra- 
titude, or declined with thankful respect— not 
questioned, or discussed.**^ 

** I will accept your letter, then,**' said Fair* 
ford, after a minute^s consideration, ^< and the 
thanks you expect shall be most liberally paid, ' 
if the result answer what you teach me to expect.^^ 

<< God only commands the issue,^ said Father 
Buonaventure. *' Man uses means.-— You un- 
flerstand, that, by accepting this commission, you 
engage yourself in honour to try the effect of 
my letter upon Mr Redgauntlet, before you have 
recourse to informations or legal warrants ?^ 
. / ^M hold myself bound, as a man of good 
faith and honour, to do so,^^ said Fairford. 

" Well, I trust you,'' said the Father. « I 
wMl now tell you, that an express, dispatched by 
me last night, has, I hope, brought Redgaiuntlet 
to a spot many miles nearer this place, where he 
will not find it safe to attempt any violence to 
your friend, should he be rash enough to follow 
the advice of Mr Maxwell of Summertrees ra- 
ther than my commands. We now understand 
each other.'' 
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He extended hk hand towards Alan, who 
was about to pledge his faith in the usual 
form, by grasping it with his own, when the Fa^ 
ther drew back hastily. Ere Alan had time to 
comment upon this repulse, a small side door, 
covered with tapestry, was opened ; the hang- 
ings were drawn ande, and a lady, as if by sud- 
den apparition, glided into the apartment It 
was neither of the Misses Arthuret, but a wo^ 
man in the prime of life, and full blown expaiw 
aon of female beauty, tall, fair, and command- 
ing in her aspect Her locks, of paly gold, were 
taught to fall over a brow, which, with the stately 
glance of the large, open, blue eyes, might have 
become Juno herself; her neck and bosom were 
admirably formed, and of a dazzling whiteness. 
She was rather inclined to en bonpomty but not 
more than became her age^ of apparently thirty 
years. Her step was that of a queen, but it was 
of Queen Vashti, not Queen Esther-— the bold 
and commanding, not the retiring beauty. 

Father Buonaventure raised himself on the 
couch, angrily, as if disfdeased by this intrusion. 
*^ How now, madam,"^ he said, with some stem- 
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nefts; ^ why have we the honour of your oom. 
panyr 

^ Because it is my pleasure,** answered the 
lady, composedly. 

** Your pleasure, madam i^ he repeated in the 
same angry tone. 

** My pleasure, or,** she continued, ** 4rhich 
always keeps exact pace with my duty. I had 
heard you were unwell-^let me hope it is only 
business which produces this seclusion.^ 

«< I am well,^ he replied ; << perfectly well, 
and I thank you for your care-^ut we are not 
alone, and this young ma n ■ ^ 

<^ That young man ?"* she said, bending her 
large and serious eyes on Alan Fairford, as if 
she had been for the first time aware of his pre- 
sence,— «^^ may I ask who he is ?^ 

** Another time, madam ; you shall learn his 
history after he is gone. His presence renders it 
impossible for me to explain farther.^ 

** After he is gone may be too late,^ said the 
lady; << and what is his presence to me, when 
your safety is at stake ? He is the heretic lawyer 
11 
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whom those silly fools,> the Arthurets, admitted 
into this house, at a time when they should have 
let* their own father knock at the door in vain, 
though the night had been a wild one. You will 
not surely dismiss him ?'^ 

^^ Your own impatience can. alone make that 
step perilous,^ said the Father ; '^ I have resoU 
ved to take it— do. not let your, indiscreet zeal^ 
however, excellent its motive, add any unneces- 
sary risk to the transaction.^ 
■ " Even so ?^ said the lady, in a tone of re- 
pjToach, yet; mingled with respect andapprehen'* 
sidQ. ^^ And thus you will still go forward, like 
a stiig upon the hunter^s snares, with undoubt- 
ing c6nfidence, after all that has happened ?'*^ 

<< Peace, madam,** said' Father. Buonaven- 
ture, rising up ; ^^ be silent, or quit the apart- 
ment ; my designs do not admit of female criti- 
cism.'" 

To this peremptory command the lady seemed 
about to make a sharp reply ; but she checked 
herself, and pressing her lips strongly together, 
as if to secure the words from bursting from 
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them which were dready formed upon . her 
tongue, she made a deep reverence, partly a& it 
seemed in reproach, partly in respect, and left 
the room as suddenly as she had entered it 

The Father looked disturbed at this incident, 
which he seemed sensible could not but fill Fair, 
ford'^s imagination with an additional throng of 
bewildering suspicions ; he bit his lip and mut- 
tered something to himself as he walked through 
the apartment ; then - suddenly turned to his 
viator with a smile of much sweetness, and a 
countenance in which every rougher expression 
was exchanged for those of courte^ and kind- 



'^ The visit we have been just honoured 
with, my young friend, has given you,^ he said, 
<^ more secrets to keep than I would have wished 
you burthened with. The lady is a parson of 
condition— K>f rank and fortune— -but neverthe- 
less, is so circumstanced, that the mere fact of her 
being knoivn to be in this country, would occa- 
sion many evils. . I should wish you to observe 
secrecy on this subject, even to Redgauntlet <»: 
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Maxwell, however much I trust them in all that 
eoncems my own affaurs.^ 

<^ I can have no occasion,^ replied Fairford, 
<< for holding any discussion with these gentle- 
men, or with any others, on the drcumstance 
which I have just mtnessed«-4t could only have 
become the subject of my conversation by mere 
acddent, and I will now take care to avoid the 
subject entirely .*• 

<< You will do well, rir, and I thank you,** said 
the Father, throwing much dignity into the ex- 
pres^n of obligation which he meant to convey. 
<< The time may perhaps come when you will 
learn what it is to have obliged one of my condi- 
tion. As to the lady, die has the highest merit, 
and nothing can be said of her justiy which would 
not redound to her praise. Nevertheless — in 
short, sir, we wander at present as in a morning 
mist-^the sun will, I trust, soon rise and dispel 
it, when all that now seems mysterious will be 
fully revealed-«-or it will innk into rain,*^ he add- 
ed, in a solemn tone, ^' and then explanation will 
be of little consequence.—- Adieu, rir ; I wish you 
weir 
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He made a graceful obcdsance^ and vanbhed 
through the same dde>door by which the hidy 
had entered ( and Alan thought he heard thdur 
vcMces high in dispute in the adjoining apart- 
ment. 

Presently afterwards, Ambrose entered, and 
told him that a horse and guide waited him be- 
neath the terrace. 

<< The good Father BucHiaTenture,^ added die 
butler, <^ has been gradously pleased to connder 
your ffltuation, and deared me to inquire whether 
you have any occasion for a supply of money .*^ 

*^ Make my respects to his r^erence,** answer, 
ed Fairford, '< and assure him I am provided in 
that particular. I beg you also to make my ac 
knowledgments to the Misses Arthuret, and as- 
sure them that their kind hospitality, to which I 
probably owe my life, shaU be remembered with 
gratitude as long as that life lasts. You your- 
self, Mr Ambrose, must accept of my kindest 
thanks for your skill and attention." 

Mid these acknowledgments they left the 
house, descended the terrace, and reached the 
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spot where the gardener, Fairford^s old ooquaant- 
ance, waited for him, mounted upon' one horse, 
and leading another. 

Bidding adieu to Ambrose, our young lawyer 
mounted, and rode down the avenue, often look- 
ing back to the melancholy and neglected dwell- 
ing in which he had witnessed such strange 
scenes, and musing upon the character of its 
mysterious inmates, especially the noble and al- 
most r^al seeming priest, and the beautiful but 
capricious dame, who, if she was really Father 
Buonaventure^s penitent, seemed less docile to 
the authority of the church, than, as Alan con- 
caved, the Catholic disdpline permitted. He 
could not indeed help being sensible that the 
whole deportment of these persons di£Pered much 
from his preconceived notions of a priest and de^ 
votee. Father Buonaventure, in particular, had 
more natural dignity and less art and a£fectation 
in his manner, than accorded with the idea which 
Calvinists were taught to entertain of that wily 
and formidable person, a Jesuitical missionary. 

While reflecting on these things, he looked back 
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ao frequently at the house, that Dick Gardener, 
a forward, talkative fellow, who began to titre of 
silence, at length said to him, ^' I think you will 
know Fairladies when you see it again, ear.^ 

*' I dare say I shall, Richard,^ answered Fair- 
ford, good humouredly. << I wish I knew as 
well where I am to go next But you can tell 
me perhaps." 

^ Your worship should know better than I," 
sud Dick Gardener ; *^ nevertheless I have a no- 
tion you are going where all you Scotsmen should 
be sent, whether you will or no.**^ 

*^ Not to the devil, I hope, good Dick," said 
Fairford. 

<< Why, no. That is a road which you may 
travel as heretics ; but as Scotsmen, I would only 
send you three-fourths the way-«»and that is back 
to Scotland again—always craving your honour^s 
pardon." 

<* Does our journey lie that way ?" said Fiur- 
ford. 

'^ As far as the water-side," said Richard. <^ I 
am to carry you to old Father Crackenthorpe\ 
and then you are within a spit and a stride of 
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Scotland^ as the saying is^ But mayhap you 
may think twice of going thither, for all that ; for 
Old England is fat feeding ground for nnrth 
country catde.^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

NAEEATITE OF DABSIE LATIMEB. 

V 

Ou& history must now, as the old rpmancers 
wood to say, *^ leave to tell^ of the quest of Alan 
Fairford, and instruct our readers of the adven- 
tures which befell Darsie Latimer, left as he was 
in the precarious custody of his self-named tutor, 
die Laird of the Lochs of Solway, to whose ar- 
bitrary pleasure he found it necessary for the 
present to conform himself. 

In ocmsequence of this prudent resolution, and 
although he did not assume such a disguise with^ 
out some sensations of shame and degradation, 
Darsie permitted Cristal Nixon to place over his 
fsoe,and secure by a string, one of those silk masks 
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which ladies frequently wore 'to preserve their 
complexions, when exposed to the air during long 
journeys on horseback. He remonstrated some- 
what more vehemently against the long riding- 
skirt, which converted his person from the waist 
into the female guise, but was obliged to concede 
this point also. 

The metamorphosis was then complete; for 
the £sdr reader must be informed,* that in those 
rude times, the ladies, when they honoured the 
masculine dress by assuming any part of it, wi^re 
just such hats, coats, and waistcoats, as the male 
animals themselves made use of, and had no no- 
tion of the elegant compromise betwixt male and 
female attire, which has now acquired, par excA- 
ImcCf the name of a habit Trollopping things 
our mothers must have looked, with long Ajuare- 
cut coats, lacking collars, and with wmstcoats 
plentifully supplied with a length of pocket,which 
hung far downwards from the middle. But 
then they had tome advantage from the splen- 
did colours, lace, and gay embroidery, which 
masculine attire then exhibited ; and, as happens 
in many similar instances, the 6nery of the ma* 
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terials made amends for the want of symmetry 
and grace of form in the garments themselves* 
But this ii a digression. 

In the court of the old manfion, half m»^ 
nor^jdace, half farm-house, jor rather m decayed 
manor-house, converted into an abode for a Cunii. 
berland tenant, stood severid saddle horsea 
Four or five of them were mounted by servants 
or inferior retainers, all of whom were welL<armed 
with sword, pistol, and carabine. But two had 
riding furniture for the use of females«-*-the one 
being accoutred with a rade-saddle, the other with 
a pillion attached to the saddle. 

Darsie^s heart beat quicker within him ; he 
easily comprehended that One of these was iiv 
tended fcsr his own use ; and his hopes suggested 
that the other was designed for that of the fair 
Green-Mantle, whom, according to his eUtablisb- 
ed practice, he had adopted for the queen of his 
affections, although his oppcnrtunities of holding 
communication with her had not exceeded the 
length of a silent supper on one occanon, and the 
going down a country dance on another. This, 
however, was no unwonted mood of passion with 
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Parsie Latimer, upon whom Cupid was used to 
triumph only in the degree of a Mahratta con- 
queror, who overruns a province with the rapicUty 
of lightning, but finds it impossible to retain it 
beyond a very brief space* Yet this new love 
was richer mowe serious than the scarce sldnned- 
up wounds which bis friend Fiurford used to ri- 
dicule. The damselbad shewna sincere interest in 
his behalf; and the air of mystery with which that 
interest was veiled, gave her, to his lively imagi^ 
nation, the character of a benevolent iEind protect- 
ing spirit, as much as that of a beautiful female. 

At former times, the rcHnance attending his 
ahortJived attachments had been of his own 
-creating, and had disappeared soon as ever he 
approached more closely to the object with which 
he had invested it. On the present occasion, it 
•really flowed from external cireumstances, which 
might have interested less susceptible feelings, 
and an imagination lesa lively than tliat ci Darsie 
Xatimer, young, inexperienced, and entlmriastic 
^as be was* 

He watched, therefore, anxiously to whose 
service the palfrey bearing the ladyV saddle was 
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destined. But ere any female appeared to occupj 
it, he was himself summoned to take his seat on 
the fHtiion behind Cristal Nixon, amid the grins 
of his dd acquaintance Jan, who helped him to 
h6rse, and the unrestrained laughter of Cicely, 
who displayed on the occan<Mi a case of teeth 
whidi might hare rivalled ivory. 

Latimer was at an age when beiikg an object of 
general ridicule even to clownii and milk-maidi^ 
was not a matter of indifference, and he longed 
heartily to have laid his horse-whip across Jan*s 
shoiftlders; That, however^ was a sdacement of 
his feelings which was not at the monieiit to be 
thought of; and Cristal Nixon presently put a& 
end to his un^eas^t situation, by ordering the 
rido^ to go on. He himself kept the centre <tf 
the troop, two men riding before and two behind 
him, always, as it seemed to Darue, having their 
eye' upon him, to prevent any attempt at escape. 
He could see from time to time, when the straight 
line of the road, or the advantage of an ascent 
permitted him, that another troop of three or four 
riders followed them at about a quarter of a mile^s 
distanoey amongst whom he could discover the 
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tall form of Redgauntlet, and the powerful action 
of his gallant black horse. He had little doubt 
that Green-Mantle made one of the party, though 
he was unable to distinguish her from the others. 

In this manner they travelled from tax in the 
morning until nearly ten of the clock, without 
Darsic^s exchanging a word with any one ; for he 
loathed the very idea of entering into conversa- 
ticm with Cristal Nixon, against whom he seemed 
to feel an instinctive aversion ; nor was that do- 
mestic^s saturnine and sullen disposition such as 
to have encouraged advances, had he thought of 
making them. 

At length the party halted for the purpose of 
refreshment ;<but as they had hitherto avoided all 
villages and inhabited places upon their route, 
so they now stopped at one of those large ruinous 
Dutch bams which are sometimes found in the 
fields, at a distance from the farm-houses to which 
they belong. Yet in this desolate place some 
preparations had been made for their reception. 
There were in the end of the bam, racks filled 
with provender for the horses, and plenty of pro- 
visions for the party were drawn from the trusses 
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at straw, under which the baskets that contain- 
ed them had been deposited. The choicest of 
these were selected and arranged apart by Cris- 
tal Nixon, while the men of the party threw them* 
' selves upon the rest, which he abandoned to 
their discretion. In a few minutes afterwards the 
rearward party arrived and dismounted, and 
Bedgauntlet himself entered the bam with the 
green«mantled maiden by his side. He presented 
her to Darsie with these words :— > 

^^ It is time you two should know each other 
better. I promised you my confidence, Darsie, 
and the time is come for reposing it. But first 
we will have our breakfast ; and then, when once 
more in the saddle, I will tell you that which it 
is necessary that you should know. Salute Li* 
lias, Darsie.^ 

The command was sudden, and surprised La- 
timer, whose confusion was increased by the 
perfect ease and frankness with which Lilias 
offered at once her cheek and her hand, and 
pressing his, as she rather took it than gave her 
own, said very frankly, <^ Dearest Dar»e, how 
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i«jmced I am that our uncle has at last pehnk^^- 
ted us to become acquainted T 

Barsie'^s bead turned round ! and it was per^ 
haps well that Redgauntlet called on him to sit 
down, as even that movement served to bide his 
confusion. There is an old song which says — 



■ '* when ladies are willing, 

A man can but look like a fool ;** 

a good representation, and Dar«e LatiQfi^'*s 
looks at this unexpected frankness of leceptaon, 
would have formed an admirable vignette for it> 
lustrating the passage. ^^ Dearest Darsie,^ and 
such a ready, nay, eager salute of lip and 
hand !— It was all very gracious, no doubt and 
ought to have been received with much grati- 
tude; but, constituted as our friend'^s temper was, 
nothing could be more inconsistent with his 
tone of feeling. If a hermit had proposed to 
him to club for a pot of beer, the illusion of 
his reverend sanctity could not have been dis- 
pelled more e£PectualIy than the divine quaUties 
of 6reen«Mantle faded upon the. ill-imagined 
frank-beartedness of poor Lilias. Vexed with 
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ber forwardneBS) and affronted at having oooe 
more cheated himself^ Darsie could hardly help 
muttering to Umself two lines of the song we 
have ahready quoted : 

<^ The fruit that must fiJl without shaking 
Is father too mdlow for me.'* 

And yet it was pity of her too— she was a very 
pretty young woman — ^his fancy had scarce over- 
rated her in that respeet^-nrnd the slight derangep> 
ment of the beautiful brown locks which escaped 
in natural ringlets from under her riding-hat, 
with the bloom which exercise had brought into 
her cheek, made her even more than usually 
fasdnating. Redgauntlet relifxed the stern- 
Hess of his look when it was turned towards her, 
and, in addressing her, used a softer tone than 
his usual deep bass« Even the grim features of 
Cristal Nixon relaxed when he attended on her, 
and it was* then, it ever, that his misanthropical 
visage expressed some sympathy with the rest of 
humanity. 

How can she, thought Latimca-, look so like 
Mfk angel, yet be so mere a mortal after all f^-^^^o 
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much forwardness of manner, when she ought' 
to have been most reserved ? How can her con-« 
duct be reconciled to the grace and ease of her 
general deportment ? 

.The confusion of thoughts which occupied 
Darsie'*s imagination, gave to his looks a dis- 
ordered appearance, and his inattention to the . 
food which was placed before him, together with 
his silence and absence of mind, induced Li* 
lias solicitously to inquire, whether he did not 
feel some return of the disorder under which 
he had suffered so lately. This led Mr Red- 
gauntlet, who seemed also lost in his own con^- 
templations, to raise his eyes, and join in the 
same inquiry with some appearance of interest. 
Latimer explained to both, that he was perfect- 
ly well, 

^* It is well it is so,^ answered Redgauntlet; 
^* for we have that before us which will brook 
no delay from indisposition— we have not, as 
Hotspur says, leisure to be sick.^ 

Lilias, on her part, endeavoured . to prevail 
upon Darsie to partake of the food which she 
oflfered him, with a kindly and affectionate oour- 
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tesy, corresponding to the warmth of the interest 
she had displayed at thdr meeting ; but so very 
natural, innocent, and pure in its character, that 
it would have been impossible for the vunest 
coxcomb to have mistaken it for coquetry, or a 
desire of captivating a prize so valuable as his 
affections. Darsie, with no more than the rea^ 
sonable share of self-opinion common to most 
youths when they approach twenty-one, knew 
not how to explain her conduct 

Sometimes he was tempted to think that his 
own merits had, even during the short intervals 
when they had seen each other, secured such a 
hold of the affections of a young person, who 
had probably been bred up in ignorance of the 
world and its forms, that she was unable to con- 
• ceal her partiality. Sometimes he suspected that 
she acted by her guardian^s order, who, aware 
that he, Darsie, was entitled to a considerable 
fortune, might have taken this bold stroke to 
bring about a marriage betwixt him and so near 
a relative. 

But neither of these suppositions was appli. 
cable to the character of the parties. Miss Li- 
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Iia0^8 mannens however soft and natiinl, dis^ 
l^yed in their ease and versatilitj connderaUft 
acquaintance with the habits of the world, and 
in the few worda she said during the loormng 
repast, there was mingled a dnrewdness and good 
sense which could scarce belong to a Miss capa> 
ble of playing the silly part of a love-sfuiue^ 
jnaiden so broadly. As for Bedgauntlet, with 
his stately bearing, his fatal frown, hb eye of 
threat and of coinnumd, it was impossible, Daraie 
thought, to suspect him of a scheme haying pri- 
yate advantage for its object;— he could as sooa 
have imagined Cassius picking Cassar^s pockety 
instead of drawing his poniard on the Dictator. 

While he thus mused, unable either to eat, 
drink, or answer to the courtesy of Lilias, she 
soon ceased- to speak to him, and sat silent as 
himself. 

They had remained nearly an hour in th«r 
halung place, when Redgauntlet said aloud, 
*^ Look out, Cristal Nixon. If we hear nothing 
from Fairladies, we must continue our journey.? 

Cristal went to the door, and presently return- 
ed and said to his master, in a voice as harsh as 
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bis featiures^ '^ Gilbert Gregscm is comings bis 
borse as white with foam as if afiend had ridden 
him.*^ 

Redgauntlet threw from Urn the {date on 
which he had been eating, and hastened towards 
ihe door of the bam^ which the courier at that ono^ 
ment entered ; a smart jodcey with a Mack velvet 
hunting capy and a broad belt drawn tight round 
iiis wust, to wfakh was secmred his express-bag. 
The varied of mud with which'he was splashed 
from cap to spur, shewed he had had a rough 
aod ra{nd ride. He delivered a letter to Mr 
Redgauntlet, with an obeisance, and then retired 
to the end of the barn, where the other attend- 
ants were tttting or Ijring upon the straw, in order 
to get some refreshment 

Bedgauntkt broke the letter open with haste, 
and read it with anxious and discomposed looks. 
On a second perusal, his displeasure seemed to 
increase, his brow darkened, and was distinctly 
marked with the fatal sign peculiar to his family 
and house. Darsie had never before observed 
his frown bear such a close resemblance to the 
shape which tradition assigned it* 
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Redgauntlet held out the open letter with one 
hand, and struck it with the forefinger of the 
other, as, in a suppressed and displeased tone, he 
said to Gristal Nixon, *^ Countermatided-^order- 
ed northward once more !*^Northward, when aU 
oor hopes lie to the south-^-a second Derby di- 
rection, when we turned our back on glory, and 
marched in quest of ruin r 

Gristal Nixon took the letter and ran it oyer, 
then returned it to his master with the cold ob- 
servation, << A female influence predominates.^ 

*^ But it shall predominate no longer^^ said 
Redgauntlet ; <^ it shall wane as ours arises in the' 
horizon. Meanwhile, I will on before— -and you, 
Gristal, will bring on the party to the place as- 
signed in the letter. You may now permit the 
young persons to have unreserved communica- 
tion together; only mark that you watch the 
young man closely enough to prevent his escape, 
if he should be idiot enough to attempt it, but 
not approaching so close as to watch their free 
conversation.^' 

** I care nought about then: conversation,^ said 
Nixon, surlily. 
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<< You hear my commands, LiliaS)^ said the 
Laird, tunung to the young lady. << You may 
use my permission and authority, to explain so 
muchof our family matters as you yourself know» 
At our next meeting I will complete the task of 
disclosure, and I trust I shall restore one Red* 
gauntlet more to the bosom of our ancient fami- 
ly. Let Latimer, as he calls himself, have a 
horse to himself; he must for some time retain 
his disguise.— -My horse — ^my horse P 

In two minutes they heard him ride off from 
the door of the bam, followed at speed by two 
of the armed men of his party. 

The commands of Cristal Nix<Hi, in the mean«> 
while, put all the remainder of the party in mo- 
tion, but the Laird himself was long out of nghl 
ere they were in readiness to resume thdor jour^ 
ney. • When at length they set out, Darsie was 
accommodated with a horse and side-saddle, in- 
stead of being obliged to resume his place on the 
pillion behind the detestable Nixon. He was 
obliged, however, to retain his riding skirt, and 
to reassume his mask. Yet, notwithstanding 
this disagreeable circumstance, and although he 

17 
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observed that ihej gave him the heaviest and 
slowest horse of the party, and that, as a farther 
precaution against escape^ he was closely watched 
on every side, yet, riding in company with the 
pretty Lilias was an advantage which overba- 
lanced these inconveniences. 

It is true, that this sodety, to which that 
very morning he would have looked forward. as 
a glimpse of heaven, had, now that it was thus 
unexpectedly indulged, something much less rap- 
turous than he had expected. 

It was in vain that, in order to avail himself 
of a situation so favourable for indulging his ro*^ 
mantic disposition, he endeavoured to coax back, 
if I may so express myself, that delightful dream 
pf ardent and tender passion ; he felt only such a 
confusion of ideas at the difference between the 
b^g whom he had imagined, and her with 
whom he was now in contact, that it seemed to 
him like the effect of witchcraft. What most 
surprised him was, that this sudden flame should 
have died away so rapidly, notwithstanding that 
the maiden^s personal beauty was even greater 
than he had expected-<-her demeanour, unless it 
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diould be deemed over-kind towards himiself, as 
graceful and becoming as be could have fanmcd 
it, even in bis gayest dreams. It were judging 
bardly of bim to suppose tbat tbe mere belief of bis 
having attracted ber affectkms more eanlj tban 
be expected, was the cause of bis ungratefidly 
midervaluing a prize too ligbtly won, or tbat bis 
tnmnent passion pl^ed around bis beart witb 
tbe flitting radiance of a wintry sunbeam flaisb* 
kig against an idcle, wbich may brigbten it for a 
moment, but cannot melt it Neitber of tbese was 
precisely tbe case, tbougb sucb fickleness of dis- 
pontbn migbt also bave some influence in tbe 
cbange 

Tbe trutb is, perbaps, tbat tbe lover^s plea* 
sure, like tbat of the hunter, is in the chase ; and 
tbat the brightest beauty loses half its merit, as 
the fairest flower its perfume, when the willing 
hand can reach it too easily. There must be 
doubt — ^there must be danger-— there must be 
difficulty ; and if, as the poet says, the course of 
wdent affection never does run smooth, it is per- 
haps because, without some intervening obstacle, 
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that which is called the romantic passicmof love, 
in its high poetical character and colouring, can 
hardly have an existence ; — any more than there 
can be a current in a river, without the stream 
being narrowed by steep banks^ or checked by 
opposing rocks. 

Let not those, however, who enter into a union 
for life without those embarrirasnients which de- 
light a Darsie Latimer, or a Lydia Languish, 
and whid> are perhaps necessary to excite an en^ 
thusiastic passion inbreasts.more firm than th^rs, 
augur worse of their future happiness, because 
their own alliance is formed imder caloieriauo 
apices. Mutual esteem, an intimate knowledge of 
each other'^s character, GMeen, as in their case, un- 
disguised by the mists of too partial pasadon-x-a- 
suitable proportion of parties in rank and fortune, 
in tkste and pursuits—are more frequently found 
in a mamage of reason, than in a union of r^ 
man tic attachment; where the imagination, which 
probably created the virtues and accomplishments . 
with which it invested the beloved object, is fre*. 
quently afterwards employed in magnifying the 
mortifying consequences of its own delusion, and 
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eiuuperating all the stings of disappointmeiH. 
Those who follow the banners of Reason are like 
the well-disciplined battalion, which, wearing a 
more sober uniform, and making a less dazzling 
show, than the light troops commanded by Ima- 
gination, enjoy more safety, and even more ho* 
nour, in the conflicts of human life.-— All this, 
however, is foreign to our present purpojs^* 

Uncertain in what manner to address her whom 
he had been latdy so anxious to meet with, and 
anbarrassed by a tete-a-t£te to which hm own 
timid inexperience gave some awkwardness, the 
party had proceeded moie than a hundred yards 
before Darsie assumed courage to accost^ or even 
to look at, his ec»npanion. Sensible, however, of 
the impropriety of his nlence, he turned to speds: 
to her ; and observing that, although she wore 
her mask, there was something like disappoint- 
ment and dejection in her manner, he was moved 
by self-reproach for his own coldness, and has* 
tened to. address her in the kindest tone he could 
assume. 

'< You must think me cruelly deficient iti gra- 
titude, Miss Lilias, that I have been thus long 
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in your company, without thanking you for the 
interest ivhich you have dagned to take in my 
unfortunate affairs.^ 

<^ I am glad you have at length spoken,^ she 
said, *^ though I own it is more coldly than I 
expected— --iMe^ Lilias ! Deign to take interest ! 
— iJn whom, dear Darsie, ean I take interest but 
in you P and why do you put this barrier of cere- 
mony betwixt us, whom adverse circumstances 
have already separated for such a length^f timeP^ 
^ Darsie was again confounded at the extra can- 
dour, if we may use the term, of this frank avowal 
•—One must love partridge very well, thought 

~ he, if one can accept it when thrown in one^s face 
^f this is not plain speaking, there is no such 
place as downright Dunstable in being ! 

Embarrassed with these reflections, and him- 
self of a nature fancifully, almost fastidiously, 
delicate, he could only i'n reply stammer forth an 
acknowledgment of his companion's goodness, and 
h\^ own gratitude. She answered in a tone partly 
sorrowful and partly impatient, repeating, with 
displeased emphariis, the only distinct words he 
had been able to bring forth-«-^< Gt)odn'ess-^gra- 
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titude !-i<0 Darsie I should these be the phrases 
betw:een y ou and me ?— Alas ! I am too sure yoti 
are displeased with me, though I cannot even guess 
on what account Perhaps you think I have 
been too free in venturing upon my visit to your^ 
friend. But then remember it was in your be- 
half, and that I knew no better way to put you 
on your guard against the misfortunes and re- 
straint which you have been subjected to, and are 
still enduring.^ 

" Dear lady — "^ said Darsie, rallying his recol- 
lection, and suspidous of some error in appro- 
hension,«— a suspicion which his mode of address 
seemed at once to communicate to Lilias, for she 
interrupted him,«- 

<< Lady I . dear lady ! — ^For whom, or for what, 
in Heaven^s name, do you take me, that you 
address me so formally ?^ 

Had the question been asked in that enchant- 
ed hall in Fairy-land, where all interrogatbns 
must be answered with absolute sincerity, Darsie 
bad certainly replied, that he took her for the 
most frank-hearted and ultra4iberal lass that had 
ever lived since Mother Eve eat the pippin with- 
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out paring. But as he was still on middle- 
earth, and free to avail himself of a litde polite 
deceit, he barely answered, that he believed he 
had the honour of speaking to the niece of Mr 
Bedgauntlet. 

" Surely," she replied ; •* btft were it not as 
easy for you to have said, to your own only sis- 
ter?'* 

' Darsie started in his saddle, as if he had re- 
ceived a pistol-shot. 

^^ My sister !^ he exclaimed. 

" And you did riot know it then ?** said she. 
*^ I thought your reception of me was cold and 
indifferent !"" 

A kind and cordial embrace took place betwixt 
the relatives ; and so light was Darsie^s spirit, 
that he really felt himself more-relieved, by getting 
quit of the embarrassments of the last half hour, 
during which he conceived himself in danger of 
being persecuted by the attachment of a forward 
girl, than disappointed by the vanishing of so 
many day-dreams as he had been in the habitof 
encouraging during the time when the green- 
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mantled maiden was goddess of his idolatry. He 
had been ahr^ady flung from Iiis romantic Pegasus, 
and was too happy at length to find himself 
with bones unbroken, though with his back on 
the ground. He was, besides, with all his whims 
and follies, a generous, kind-hearted youth, and 
was delighted to acknowledge so beautiful and 
amiable a relative, and to assure her in the 
warmest terms of his immediate affection and fu- 
ture protection, so soon as they should be extri- 
cated from their present situation. Smiles and 
tears mingled on Lilias^s cheeks, like showers and 
sunshine in April weather. 

^< Out on me,^ she said, ^< that I should be 
so childish as to cry at what makes me so sin- 
cerely happy 1 since, Grod knows,, family-love is 
what my heart has most longed afler, and to 
which it has been most a stranger. My uncle 
says that you and I, Darsie, are but half Red- 
gauntlets, and that the metal of which our father'^s 
family was made, has been softened to effemina- 
cy m our mother^s offspring.^^ 

^ Alas r^ said Darsie, ^^ I know so little of our 
family story, that I almost doubted that I be- 
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loBged to the House of Redgauntlet, although 
the chief of the family himself intimated so much 
to me.^ 

« The Chief of the family r said Lilias. « You 
must know little of your own descent indeed, if 
you mean my uncle by that expression* You 
yourself, my deer Darsie, are the heir and repie* 
sentative of our ancient House, for our £sither 
was the elder brother--that brave and unhappy 
Sir Henry Darsie Redgauntlety who suffered at 
Carlisle in the year 1746. He took the name of 
Darsie, in isonj unction with his own, from our 
mother, heiress to a Cumberland family of great 
wealth and antiquity, of whose large estates you 
are the undeniable heir, although those of your 
father have been involved in the general doom 
of forfeiture. But aU this must be necessarily 
unknown to you.'' 

<^ Indeed I hear it for the first time in my 
life,^ answered Darsie. 

^ And you knew not that I was your sister ?'' 
said Lilias. <* No wonder you received me so 
coldly. What a strange, wild, forwsurd young 
person you must have thought me— mixing iny-i 
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self in the fortunes of a stranger whom I bad 
only once spoken.to-Kxirrespondiiig with him by 
«gns-<-Grood Heaven ! what can you have sup^ 
posed me ?^ 

*^ And how should I have come to the know- 
ledge of our connection ?^ said Darsie. *< You 
are aware I was not acquainted with it when we 
danced together at Brokenbum.^ 

*^ I saw that with concern, and fain I would 
have warned you,^^ answered Lilias ; ^' but I was 
closely watched, and before I could find or make 
an opportunity of coming to a full explanation 
with you on a subject so agitating, I was forced 
to leave the room. What I did say was, you may 
remember, a caution to leave the southern bor- 
der, for I foresaw what has idnce happened* But 
ance my uncle has had you in his power, I n&* 
ver doubted he had communicated to you our 
whole family history.** 

'^ He has left me to learn it from you, Lilias ; 
and assure yourself that I will hear it with^ more 
pleasure from your lips than from his. I have 
no reason to be pleased with his conduct towards 



y Google 



ISS NARRATIVE. CHAP. IV. 

*< Of that,'' said Liiias, " you will judge bet- 
ter when you have heard what I have to tell you ;^ 
and she began her communication in the follow- 
ing manner. 
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CHAPTER V. 

NAREATIYB OF BAEBIE LATIMER, CONTINUED. 

" The Houso of Redgauntlet,** said the young 
lady, ^* has for centuries been supposed to lie 
under a doom, which has rendered vain their 
courage, their talents, their ambition, and dieir 
wisdom. Often making a figure in history, they 
have been ever in the situation of men striving 
against both wind and tide, who distinguish them- 
selves by their desperate exertions of strength, 
and their persevering endurance of toil, but 
without being able to advance themselves upon 
their course, by either vigour or resolution. 
They pretend to trace this fat(dity to a legend- 
ary history, which I may tell you at a less busy 
moment.^ 
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Danie uitimated, that be had ahready heard 
the tragic story of Sir Alberick Redgauntlet. 

**I need only say, then,^ proceeded Lilias,^' that 
our father and uncle felt the family doom in its 
full extent They were both possessed of con- 
»darable property, which was largely increased 
by our father^s marriage, and were both devoted 
to the service of the unhappy House of Stuart; 
but, (as our mother at least supposed,) family 
considerations might have withheld her husband 
from joining openly in the affair of 1745, had 
not the high influence which the younger bro- 
ther possessed over the elder, from his more de- 
cided energy of character, hurried him along 
with himself into that undertaking. 

^^ When, therefore, the enterprise came to the 
fatal conclusion, which bereaved our father of 
his life, and consigned his brother to exile. Lady 
Redgauntlet fled from the north of England, 
determined to break off all communication with 
her late husband'^s family, particularly his bro- 
ther, she regarding them as having, by their 
insane political enthusiasm, been the means of 
his untimely death ; and determined that you^ 
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my brother, an infant, and that I, to whom she 
had just given lurth, should be .brought up as 
adherents of the present dynasty. Perhaps she 
was too hasty in this determination-^too timidly 
anxious to exclude, if possible, from the know- 
ledge of the very spot where we existed, a reh^ 
tion so nearly connected with us as our father^s 
only brother. But you must make allowance 
for what she had suffered. See, brother,^ she 
8aid,«puUing her glove off, << these five Uood- 
ispecks on my arm are a mark by which myste- 
rious Nature has impressed, on an unborn infant, 
a record of its father^s violent death and its mo- 
ther'^s miseries.'^ 

<^ You were not, then, bom when my father 
suffered ?'' said Darsie. 

** Alas, no T she replied ; *^ nor were you a 
twelvemonth old. It was no wonder that my 
mother, after going through such scenesofagony^ 
became irresistibly anxious for the sake of her 
children-— of her son in particular ; the more espe- 
cially as the late Sir Henry, her husband, had, 
by a settlement of his affairs, confided the cus- 
tody of the persons of her children, as well as the 
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estates whieh descended ta them, independently 
of those which fell under his forfeiture, to his 
brother Hugh, in whom he placed unlimited con- 
fidence.^ 

*' But my mother had no reason to fear theope- 
ration of such a deed, conceived in favour of an 
attainted person,^ said Darsie. 

" True,'* replied Lilias ; ** but our uncle's 
attainder might have been reversed, like that of 
so many other persons, and our mother^ who 
both feared and hated him, lived in continual 
terror that this would be the case, and that she 
should see the author, as she thought him^of her 
husband's death, come armed with legal powers, 
and in a capadty to use them, for the purpose of 
tearing her children from her protection. Be«> 
sides, she feared, even in his incapacitated condi- 
tion, the adventurous and pertinacious spirit of 
her brother-in-law, Hugh Red^auntlet, and lek 
assured that he would make some attempt to pos- 
sess himself of the persons of the children. Qn 
the other hand, our uncle, whose proud disposi* 
tion might, perhaps, have been soothed by the 
offer of her confidence, revolted against the dis- 
trustful and suspicious manner in which Lady 
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Darae Bedgauntlet acted towards him. She 
basely abused, he sidd, the unhappy circuiD- 
stances in ^hich he. was placed, in order to de- 
prive him of his natural privilege of protecting 
and educating the infants, whom nature and law, 
and the will of their father, had committed to his 
charge, and he swore solemnly he would not 
submit to such an injury. Heport of his threats 
was made to Lady Redgauntlet, and tended 
to increase those fears which proved but too 
well . founded. While you and I, children at 
that time of two or three years old, were play- 
ing together in a walle^ orchard, adjacent to our 
mother^s residence, which she had fixed some- 
where in Devonshire, my uncle suddenly scaled 
the wall with several men, and I was snatched 
up and carried off to a boat which waited for 
them. My mother, however, flew to your res- 
cue, and as she seized on and held you fast, my 
unde could not, as he has since told me, pos* 
sess himself of your person, without using un- 
manly violence to his brother^s widow. Of this 
he was incapable ; and, as people began to as- 
semble upon my mother^s screaming, he with- 
in 
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. drew, after darting upon jou and her one of 
those fearful looks, which, it is said, remain with 
our family, as a fatal bequest of Sir Alberick 
our ancestor.'* 

<< I have some recollection of the scuffle which 
you mention,'' said Daroie ; << and I think it was 
my uncle himself (ance my uncle he is) who re- 
called the circumstance to my mind on a late occa- 
sion. I can now account for the guarded secluftum 
under which my poor mother lived*-^or her fre- 
quent tears-— her starts of hysterical alarm, and 
her constant ajrfd deep melancholy. Poor lady ! 
what a lot was hers, and what must have been her 
feelings when it approached to a close !" 

^< It was then that she adopted," said Lilias, 
«« every precaution her ingenuity could suggest, 
to keep your very existende concealed from the 
person whom she feared— nay, from yourself; for 
she dreaded, as she is said often to have expressed 
herself, that the wild-fire blood of Redgauntlet 
would urge you to unite your fortunes to those of 
your uncle, who was well known still to carry on 
pcditical intrigues, which most other persons had 
considered as desperate. It was also possible tiiat 
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he, as well as others, .might get his pacdoo, as 
goyernment shewed every year more lenity to* 
wards the remnant of the Jacobites, and then 
he might claim the custody of your person, as 
your legal guardian. Either of these events she 
considered as the direct road to your destruc- 
don.** 

'< I wonder she had not claimed the protection 
of Chancery for me^'" said Darsie ; '^ or confided 
me to the care of some powerful friend.*" 

** She was on indifferent terms with her rela- 
tions, on account of her marriage with our fa- 
ther,*** said Lilias, "and trusted more to secret- 
ing you from your uncle^s attempts, than to any 
protection which law could afford against them. 
Perhaps she judged unwisely, but surely not un- 
naturally, for one rendered irritable by so many 
misfortunes and so many alarms. Samuel Grif^ 
fiths, an eminent banker, and a worthy clergyman 
now dead, were, I believe, the only persons whom 
she intrusted with the execution of her last will ; 
and my uncle believes that she made them both 
swear to observe profound secrecy concerning 

VOL. III. I 
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your birth and pretennons, until you should oome 
to the age of majority, and, in the meantime, to 
breed you up in the most private way possible, 
and that which was most likely to withdraw you 
from my uncle^s observation.'^ 

<< And I have no doubt,^ said Darsie, <^ that, 
betwixt change of name and habitation, they 
might have succeeded perfectly, but for the acd- 
dent—jucky or unlqcky, I know not which tb 
term it — ^which brought me to Brokenbum, and 
into contact with Mr Bedgauntlet I see also 
why I was warned against England, for in Eng< 

land "* 

. ^^ In England alone, if I understand rightly,^ 
said Miss Bedgauntlet, ^^ the claims of your uncle 
to the custody of your person could have been 
enforced, in case of his bdng replaced ii^ the or<- 
dinary rights of citizenship, either by the lenity 
of the govemmait or by some change in it. In 
Scotland, where you possess no property, I un- 
derstand his authority might have been resisted, 
and measures taken to put you under the pro- 
tection of the law. But, pray, think it.not un- 
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lucky that you have taken the step of visiting 
Brokenburn — I feel confident that the conse- 
quences must be ultimately fortunate, for, have 
they not already brought us into contact with 
each other?'* 

So saying, she held out her hand to her bro- 
ther, who grasped it with a fondness of pressure 
yeiy different from the manner in which they 
first clasped hands that morning. There was a 
moments pause, while the hearts of both were 
overflowing with a feeling of natural affection, to 
which drcumstancesIuKl hitherto rendered them 
strangers. 

At length Darsie broke silence : *^I am asha. 
med,^ he scdd^ << my dearest Lilias, that I have 
suffered you to talk so long about matters con. 
cerning myself only, while I remain ignorant of 
your story, and your present situation.^ 

^* The former is none of the most interesting, 
nor the latter the most safe or agreeable,^* an- 
swered Lilias; << but now, my dearest brother, 
I shall- have the inestimable support of your 
countenance and affection ; and were I but sure 
that we could weather the formidable crisis which 
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I find so close at liand, I should haye little ap- 
prehensions for the future.^ 

<^ Let me know,^ said Darsie, ^^ what our pre- 
sent situation is ; and rely upon my utmost exer- 
tions both in your defence and my own. For 
what reason can my uncle desire to detain me a 
prisoner ?-^If in mere opposition to the will of 
my mother, she has long been no more ; and I 
see not why he should wish^ at so much trouble 
and risk, to interfere with the free will of one, to 
whom a few months will give a privilege of act- 
ing for himself, with which he will have no longer 
any pretence to interfere.'* 

" My dearest Arthur,'' answered Lilias— " for 
that name, as well as Darsie, properly belongs to 
you— it is the leading feature in my uncle's cha- 
racter, that he has applied every energy of his 
powerful mind to the service of the exiled family 
of Stuart The death of his brother, the dilapi- 
dation of his own fortunes, have only added to his 
hereditary zeal for the House of Stuart, a deep 
and almost personal hatred against the present 
reigning family. He is, in short, a political en- 
thusiast of the most dangerous character, and 
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proceeds in his agency with as much confidence, 
as if he felt himself the very AtlaS| who is alone 
capable of supporting a sinking cause.^ 

«* And where or how did you, my Lilias, edu- 
cated, doubtless, under his auspices, learn to 
have a different view of such subjects ?^ 

<< By a singular chance,^ replied Lilias, *^ in 
the nunnery where my uncle placed me. Al- 
though the Abbess was a person exactly after 
his own heart, my education as -a pensioner de« 
volved much on an excellent old mother who had 
adopted the tenets of the Jansenists, with per- 
haps a still further tendency towards the reform- 
ed doctrines, than those of Porte-Royale. The 
mysterious secrecy with which slie inculcated 
these tenets, gave them charms to my young 
mind ; and I embraced them the rather that they 
were in direct opposition to the doctrines of the 
Abbess, whom I hated so much for her severity, 
that I felt a childish delight in setdng her con- 
trol at defiance, and contradicting in my secret 
soul all that I was openly obliged to listen to 
with reverence. Freedom of Feligious opinion 
brings on, I suppose, freedom of political creed ; 
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for I had no sooner roioonoed the Pope^i infal- 
libility, than I b^an to question the doctrine of 
hereditary and indefeasible right In short, 
strange as it may seem, I came out of a Parisian 
convent, not indeed an instructed Whig and Pro* 
testant, but with as much inclination to be so as 
if I had been bred up, like you, within the pres- 
byterian sound of Sunt Gileses clmnes.*' 

<* More so, perhaps,** replied Dame; <<for 
the nearer the diurc h t he proverb is some- 
what musty. But how did these liberal opinions 
of yours agree with the very oppo^te prejudices 
of my uncle ?** 

<* They would have agreed like fire and wa- 
ter,** answered Lilias, ^< had I suffered mine to 
become visible; but as that would have subject- 
ed me to constant reproach and upbraiding, or 
worse, I took great care to keep my own secret; 
so that occasional censures for coldness, and lack 
of zeal for the good cause, were the worst I had 
to undergo ; and these were bad enough.** 

^^ I applaud your caution,** said Darsie. 

<< You have reason,** replied his sbter ; '* but 
I got so terrible a spedmen of my uncle*s deter- 
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mination of charact€r, before I had been ac- 
quainted with him for much more than a week, 
that it taught me at what risk I would contradiet 
hid humour. I will tdl you the drcumstaiiee ; 
for it will better teach you to a{^redate the ro» 
mantic and resolved nature of his cbaradter, than 
anything which I could state of his rashness and 
enthusiasm. 

^< I had been many a long year at the conyent 
—was then placed with a meagre old Scottish 
lady of high rank, the daughter of an unfortu* 
liate person, whose head had in the 1715 been 
placed (HI Temple-Bar. She subsisted on a 
small pension from the French Court, aided by 
an occasional gratuity from the Stuarts ; to which 
the annuity paid for my board formed a desi- 
rable addition. She was not ill«tempered, nor 
very covetous— neither beat me nor starred me 
-^but she was so completely trammelled by rank 
and prejudices, so awfully profound in genealo- 
gy, and so bitterly keen, poor lady, in British 
politics, that I. sometimes thought it pity that 
the Hanoverians, who murdered^ as she used to 
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tell me, her poor dear father, had left his dear 
daughter in the land of the living. Delighted, 
therefore, was I, when my uncle made his appear- 
ance, and abruptly announced his purpose of 
conveying me to England. My extravagant joy • 
at the idea of leaving Lady Rachel Rougedra- 
gon, was somewhat qualified by observing the 
melancholy look, lofty demeanour, and command- 
ing tone of my near relative. He held more 
communication with me on the journey, how- 
ever, than consisted with his taciturn demeanour 
in general, and seemed anxious to ascertain my 
tone of character, and particularly in point of cou- 
rage. Now, though I am a tamed Redgauntlet, 
yet I have still so much of our family spirit as 
enables me to be as composed in danger as most 
of my sex ; and upon two occasions in the course 
of our journey— a threatened attack by banditti, 
and the overturn of our carriage— -I had the good 
fortune so to conduct myself, as to convey to my 
uncle a Very favourable idea of my intrepidity. 
Probably tliis encouraged him to put in execu- 
tioii the singular scheme which he had in agita- 
tion. 
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<^ Ere we reached London we changed our 
means of conveyance, and altered the route by 
which we a{^roached the city, more than once; 
then, like a hare which doubles repeatedly at some 
distance from the seat she means to occupy, and 
at last leaps into her form from a distance as great 
as she can clear by a spring, we made a forced 
march, and landed in private and obscure lod- 
gings in a little old street in Westminster, not far 
distant from the Cloisters. 

*^ On the morning of the day on which we ar- 
rived my uncle went abroad, and did not return 
for some hours. Meantime I had no other 
amusement than to listen to the tumult of noises 
which succeeded each other, or reigned in con- 
fusion together during the whole morning. Paris 
I had thought the most noisy capital in the 
world, but Paris seemed midnight silence com-> 
pared to London. Cannon thundered near and 
at a distance — drums, trumpets, and military 
music of every kind, rolled, flourished, and pier- 
ced the clouds almost without intermission. To 
fill up the concert, bells pealed incessantly from 
a hundred steeples. The acclamations of an im- 
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mense multitude were heard from time to time, 
like the roaring of a mighty ocean, and all this 
without my being able to glean the least idea of 
what was going on, for the windows of our aparU 
ment looked upon a waste back-yard, which seem- 
ed totally deserted. My curiosity became ex- 
treme, for I was satisfied, at length, that it must 
be some festival of the highest order which called 
forth these incessant sounds. 

^^ My unde at length returned, and with him 
a man of an exterior singularly unprepossesinng* 
I need not describe him to you, for— -do not look 
round-— he rides behind us at this moment.'" 

<< That respectable person, Mr Cristal Nixon, 
I suppose P^ said Darsie* 

^^ The same,^ answered Lilias; << make no 
gesture that may intimate we are speaking of 
him.'' 

Darsie signified that he understood her, and 
she pursued her relation. 

*^ They were both in full dress, and my uncle, 
taking a bundle from Nixon, said to me, ^ Li- 
lias, I am come to carry you to see a grand cere- 
mony — ^put on as hastily as you can the dress you 
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nnll find in that pared, and prepare to attend me.' 
I found a female dress, splendid and elegant, but 
somewhat bordering upon the antique &shion. 
It might be that of England, I thought, and I 
went to my apartment fall of curiosity, and dresSi- 
ed myself with all speed. 

^^ My uncle surveyed me with attention— »* She 
may pass for one of the flower*girls,' he said to 
Nixon, who only answered with a nod. 

^< We left the house together, and such was 
their knowledge of the lanes, courts, and bye- 
paths, that though there was the roar of a muL 
titude in the broad streets, those which we tra- 
versed were silent and deserted ; and the strollers 
whom we met, tired of gazing upon gayer fi- 
.gures, scarcely honoured us with a passing look, 
although, at any other time, we should, among 
these vulgar suburbs, have attracted a trouble- 
some share of observation. We crossed at length a 
broad street, where many soldiers were on guard, 
while others, exhausted with previous duty, were 
eating, drinking, smoking, and sleeping beside 
their pled arms. 

** * One day, Nixon,* whispered my uncle, * we 
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will make these red-ooated gentry stand to their 
muskets more watchfully/ 

*^ ^ Or it will be the worse for them,^ answered 
his attendant, in a voice as unpleasant as his phy- 
siognomy. 

<^ Unquestioned and unchallenged by any one, 
we crossed among the guards, and Nixon tapped 
thrice at a small postern door in a huge ancient 
building which was straight before us. It opened, 
and we entered without my perceiving by whom 
we were ad|nitted. A few dark and narrow pas- 
sages at length conveyed us into an immense 
Gothic haU, the magnificence of which baffles my 
powers of description. 

^< It was illuminated by ten thousand wax 
lights, whose splendour at first dazzled my eyes, 
coming as we did from these dark and secret 
avenues. But when my sight began to become 
steady, how shall I describe what. I beheld? 
Beneath were huge ranges of tables, occupied 
by princes and nobles in their robes of state-^. 
high officers of the crown, wearing their dresses 
and badges of authority— -reverend prelates and 
judges, the sages of the church and kw, in their 
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more sombre, yet not less awful robes— with others 
whose antique and striking costume announced 
their importance, though I could not even guess 
who they might be. But at length the truth 
burst on me at once — it was, and the murmurs 
around confirmed it, the Coronation Feast. At a 
table above the rest, and extending across the up- 
per end of the hall, sat enthroned the youthful 
Sovereign himself, surrounded by the princes of 
the blood, and other dignitaries, and receiving the 
suit and homage of his subjects. Heralds and 
pursuivants, blazing in their fantastic yet splendid 
armorial habits, and pages of honour, gorgeously 
arrayed in the garb of other days, waited upon the 
princely banquetters. In the galleries with which 
this spacious hall was surrounded, shone all, and 
more than all, that my poor imagination could 
conceive of what was brilliant in riches, or capliva- 
ting in beauty. Countless rows of ladies, whose 
diamonds, jewels, and splendid attire were their 
least powerful charms, looked down from their 
lofty seats on the rich scene beneath, themselves 
forming a show as dazzling and as beautiful as 
that of which they w^re spectators. Under these 
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£*alkries, and behind the banquetting tables, were 
a multitude of gentlemen, dressed as if to attend 
a court, but whose garb, although rich enough 
to have adorned a royal drawing-room, could not 
distinguish them in such a high scene as this. 
Amongst these we wandered for a few minutes, 
undistinguished and unr^^arded. I saw several 
young persons dressed as I was, so was under no 
embarrassment from the singularity of my habit, 
and only rejoiced, as I hung on my uncle^s arm, 
at the magical splendour of such a scene^ and at 
his goodness for procuring me the pleasure of 
beholding it. 

** By and by, I perceived that my uncle had 
acquaintances amcmg those who were under the 
galleries, and seemed, like ourselves, to be mere 
spectators of the solemnity. They recognized 
each other with a single word, sometimes only 
with a gripe of the hand--exchanged some pri* 
yate signs, doubtless — and gradually formed a 
little group, in the centre of which we were placed. 

'* ^ Is it not a grand sight, Lilias ?^ said my 
uncle. < All the noble, and all the wise, and all 
the wealthy of Britain, are there assembled.'' 
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<' < It is, indeed,^ said I, < all that my mind 
could have fanded of regal power and qplen*- 
dour.^ 

*^ * GirV he whispered,«-and my unde can make 
his whispers as terribly emjdiatie as his thuiider- 
isg vcHce,— ' all that is noble and worthy in this 
fiur land are there assembled-— but it is to bend 
like slaves and sycophants before the throne of a 
new usurper.^ 

'* I looked at him, and the dark hereditary 
frown of our unhappy ancestor was black upon 
his brow. 

^^ < For God^s sake,^ I whispered, ' consider, 
ar, where we are.^ 

<( < Fear nothing)^ he said ; ^ we are surround- 
ed by friends.^—- As he proceeded, his strong 
and muscular frame shook with suppressed agi« 
tation.— ^ See,^ he said, ^ yonder bends Nor- 
folk, renegade to his Catholic faith ; there stoops 
the Bishop of — — , traitor to the Church of 
England ; and,— shame of shames !— yonder the 
^gantic form of Enrol bows his head before the 
grandson of his falher^s murtherer ! But a sign 
shall be seen this night amongst them-^^ Mene^ 
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Mene, Tekel^ Upharmh^ shall be read on tbeae 
walls, as distinctly as the spectral hand-writiiig 
made them visible on those of Belshazzar P . 

« < For God's sake,^ said I, dreadfully alarmed, 
< it is impossible you can meditated violence^ in 
such a presence r 

*< ^ None is intended, fool,^ he answered, ' nor 
can the slightest mischance happen, proTidii^ 
you will rally your boasted courage, and obey 
my direction. But do it coolly and quickly, for 
there are an hundred lives at stake.^ 

" < Alas ! what can I do P^ I asked in the uU 
most terror. 

" ^ Only be prompt to execute my bidding,^ 
said he ; ^ it is but to lift a glove— ^Here, hold 
this in your hand — throw the train of your dress 
over it, be firm, composed, and ready«-or, at all 
events, I step forward myself.^ 

^< < If there is no violence designed,* I said, 
taking, mechanically, the iron glove he put into 
my hand. 

^^ I could not conceive his meaning; but, in 
the exalted state of mind in which I beheld him, 
I was convinced that disobedience on my part 

17 
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would lead to some wild explosion. I felt, fwta the 
emergency of the occasion, a sudden presence of 
mind, and resolved to do anytbing that might 
avert violence and bloodshed* I Was not loiig 
held in suspense. A loud flourish of trumpets, 
tend the voice (tf heralds, were mixed with th6 
dattering of horses^ hoofs, while a champion, 
armed at all points, like those I had read of in ro* 
mances, attended by squires, pages, and the whole 
retinue c^ chivalry, pranced forward, mounted 
upon a barbed steed. His challenge, in defiance 
of all who dared impeach the title of the new so- 
vereign, was recited alottd^-once, and again. 

^' < Rush in at the third sounding,^ said my 
uncle to me ; ^ bring me the parader^s gdge, and 
leave mine in lieu of it.* 

<< I could not see how this was to be dcme, as 
we were surrounded by people on all sidw. But, 
at the third sounding of the trumpets, a lane 
opened, as if by word of command, betwixt me 
and the champion, and my undie^s voice said, 
* Now, Lilias, uow V 

** With a swift, and yet steady step^ and with 
' VOL. in. X 
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« presence of mind for which I have never since 
been able to account^ I discharged the perilous 
oommissioB. I was hardly seen, I believe, as I 
exchanged the pledges of battle^ and in an in- 
stant retired. * Noblj done, my girl i^ said my 
uncle, at whose side I found myself, shrouded 
as I was before, by the interpontion of the bye-* 
standers. < Cover our retreat, gentlemen,^ he 
whispered to those around him. 

'< Boom was made for us to af^roach the wall, 
which seaaed to open, and we were again invoL 
ved in the dark passages through which we had 
formerly passed. In a small anti-room, my uncle 
stc^yped, and hastily muffling me in a mantle 
ifiach was lying there, we passed the guards--* 
Areaded the labyrinth of empty streets andcourts, 
and reached our retired lodgings without attracts 
mg the least attention.^ 

*^ I have often heard,^ said Darsie, *< that a 
female^ supposed to be a man in disguise,— and 
yet, Lilias, you do not look very masculine, — had 
taken up the champion'^s gauntlet at the present 
JCing^i Coronation, and leit in its place a gage of 
battle, with a paper, oaring to accept the com- 
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hat, pmvided a fair field should be allowed for 
it. I have hitherto considered it as an idle tale 
I little thought how nearly I was interested in 
the actors of a scene so daring— How could you 
have courage to go through with it f^ 

<* Had I had leisure for reflection,^ answered 
his sister, ^* I should have refused, from a mix* 
ture al prindiple and of fear. But, like many 
people who do daring actions, I went on because 
I had not time to think of retreating. The mat- 
ter was little known, and it is said the King had 
oommanded that it should not be farther inquired 
into ;— fiKMOd prudence, as I sujqpose, and lenity, 
though my unde chooses to ascribe the forbear- 
ance of the Elector of Hanover, as he calls him^ 
sometimes to puwllanimity, and sometimes to 4 
presumptuous scorn of the faction who opposes 
his title.'' 

'^ And have your subsequent agencies under 
this frantic enthusiast,^ said Darue, ^^ equalUd 
thu in danger ?^ 

'^ No— nor in importance,^ replied Lilias^; 
*^ though I have Witnessed much of the strange 
an4 deqperate machinatk»i8, by which, in spite of 
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every obstacle^ and in oonteifipt of erery dfinger, 
be endeavours to awalcen tbe courage of a bro- 
ken party. I have traversed, in his company, 
all England and Scotland, and have visited the 
most extraordinary and contrasted scenes ; now 
lodging at the castles of the proud gentry of 
Cheshire and Wales, where the retired aristo- 
cratd, with principles as antiquated as their dwell- 
itigs and their manners, still continue to noii- 
rish jacobitical principles ; and the next week, 
perhapsj has been spent among outlawed sftiug- 
glers, or Highland banditti. I have known my 
unde often act the part of a hero, and sometimes 
that of a mere vulgar conspirator, and turn hint- 
self, with the most surprising flexibility, into all 
sort of shapes to attract proselytes to his cause.^ 

'^ Which, in the present day,^ said Darsie, 
'* he finds, I presume, no easy task.^ 

<< So difficult,'' said Lilias, <' that, I believe, 
he has, at different times, disgusted with the total 
falling away of some friends, and the ooldneto 
of others, been almost on the point of resigning 
his undertaking. How 6ften have I knoWn hfitn 
affect an open bix>w and a jovial manner^ miir- 
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ipg in the games f>f the gentry, avd eveii in the 
sports of the commoD people, in order to invest 
himself with a temporary degree of popularity; 
while, in fact, his heart was bursting to witness 
what he called the degeneracy of the times, the 
4ecay of activity among tlie aged, and the want 
of zeal in the rising generation. After the day 
has been spent in the hardest exercise, he has 
i^pent the night in pacing his solitary chamber^ 
bewailing the downfall of the cause, and wishing 
for the bullo( of Dundee, or the axe, of Balme- 

<^ A strange delupion,^ said Darsie; <^ an4 it 
IS wonderful that i( does not yield to the forpe of 
rerfity/' 

** Ah, but," replied Lilias, " realities of late 
have seemed to flatter his hopes. The general dis- 
satisfaction with the peace-— the unpopularity of 
the miiiist^r, which has extended itself even to the 
perscti^ of his master-— the various uproars which 
have disturbed the peace of the metropolis, and a 
general state of disgust ^nd disaifection, which 
s^lfiS: to affect the body pf the natiop, have given 
i^won^ ^cpui^^mept to the expiring hopes 
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bf the Jacobites, and induced many, both at the 
Court of Rome, and that, if it can be called so, 
of the Pretender, to lend a more favourable ear 
than they had hitherto done to the insinuations of 
those, vho, like my uncle, bope, when hope is lost 
to all but themselves. Nay, I really believe that at 
this moment they meditate some desperate effort. 
My unde has been doing all in his power, of late, 
to conciliate the affections of those wild commu- 
nities that dwell on the Solway, over whom our 
family possessed a seignorial interest before the 
forfeiture, and amongst whom, on the occasion of 
1745, our unhappy father^s interest, with his own, 
raised a considerable body of men. But they 
are no longer willing to obey his summons ; and, 
as one apdogy among others, they allege your 
absence as their natural head and leader. Thi» 
has increased his desire to obtain possession of 
your person, and, if he possibly can, to influence 
your mind, so as to obtain your authority to his 
jrtroceedings.** 

«* That he shall never obtain,** answered Dar- 
sie ; ^* my principles and my prudence alike for- 
bid such a step. Besides, it would be totally' 
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unavaiUng to his purpose. Whatever these 
people may pretend, to evade your unde^s inu 
portunities, they cannot, at this time of day, 
think of subjecting thdr necks again to die feu- 
dal yoke, which was effectually broken by the 
act of 1748, abolishing vassalage and hereditary 
jurisdictions.^ 

' ^* Ay, but that my uncle considers as the aet 
(jf an usurping government,^ said liliiui. 

'< Like enough he may think so^^ answered 
her brother, << for he is a superior, and loses his 
authority by the enactment* But the question 
is, what the vassals will think of it, who have 
gained their freedom from feudal slavery, and 
have now enjoyed freedom for many years? How-* 
ever, to cut the matter short, if five hundred men 
would rise at the wagging of my finger, that fin- 
ger shall not be raised in a cause which I disap^ 
jprove of, and upon that my unde may reckon.^ 

^^ But you may temporize,*" said Lilias, upon 
whom the idea of her nucleus displeasure made 
evidently a strong impression,— ^^ you may tem- 
porize, and let the bubble burst of itselfj as most 
of the gentry in this country do ; for it is singu* 
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Itr bpw fyw of themventure to oppose my ^nd«. 
directly. I entreat ypu tq avoid direct colliaioa 
inth, h\m. To bmr you» the bepd of the House, 
of Bedgauntlet, declare against the faoiily of 
Stiiarty would either break bis heart, or drive 
Him to aome act of desperation.** 

'< Yes, but, Lilias, you forget that the conaet- 
quen^ i^ iuch an act of eompli^isanee might be, 
that the Houte of Redgauntlet and I might lose, 
both pur heads at one blow^'* , 

>« Alits r said she, ** I had forgotten that d w-* 
ger< I have grown familiar with perilous inr 
trigues, as the nurses in a pest-house are said to 
beoome a^ustomed to the air around tbema tiU 
they forget even that it is noisome.^ 

^< And yeti^ S4ud Dar^, ^* if I could free my** 
self from him without coming to an open rup* 
ture«^TeU me, Liliaai» do you think it possible 
that he can have eny immedifite attempt in view T* 

♦« To eopfess the truths answered Lilias, ^* I 
cannot doubt that he has. There has been an 
unusual bustle among the Jaeobitea in this eoua-* 
try. They have hopes, as I told you> frpBi eirr 
cumstances unconnected with their own strengths 
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Juat before ypu came to the country, my uncle^i 
desire to find you out, became, if possible, more 
eager than ever^p^-he talked of men to be preseut-i 
ly brought together, and of your name and in^ 
jSuenc^ for raising them. At this very time, your 
first vi^it to Brokenbum took place, Asuspicioii 
arose in my uncle^s mind, that you might b0 the 
ypuUi he sought, and it was strengthened by pa- 
pers aqd letters which the rascal Nixon did not 
hesitate to take from your pocket. Yet a mistake 
might have oocaskmed a fatal explosion ; and my 
UD^le therefore ppsted to Edinburgh to follow, 
opt the dew he had obtainedy and fished enough 
of information from old Mr Fairford to make 
him certain that you were the person he sought* 
|Ieanwbi)e, and at the e>[pepsp pf some personal 
and perbap3 too bold exertion, I endeavoured, 
through your friend young Fairford, to put you 
on your guard."* 

♦^ Without success,*" said Darsie, blushing un- 
der bis mask when he recollected how be bad mx^ 
taken his sister's meaning. ^ 

'^ I do not wonder thai my warning was fruits 
less,^ ^id she ; '^tfae thing was doomed to be* 
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Besides, yoar escape would have been diflBcult/ 
You were dogged the whole time you were at 
the Shepherd^s Bush and at Mount Sharon, by 
a spy who scarcdy ever left you.** 

" The wretch, little Benjie T exclaimed Dar- 
»e. ^' I will wring the monkey^s neck roimd, 
the first time we meet.^ 

^' It was he indeed who gave constant informa« 
tion of your motions to Criistal Nixcm,^ said 
Lilias. 

^' And Cristal Nixon, too— I owe him, too, a 
day'^s work in harvest,^ said Darsie ; ^' for I am 
mistaken if he is not the person that struck me 
down when I was made prisoner among the 
rioters.'' 

<^ Like enough ; for he has a head and hand 
lor any villainy. My uncle was very angry about 
it ; for though the riot was made to have an op- 
portunity of carrying you off in the confusion, 
as well as to put the fishermen at variance with 
the public law, it would have been his last thought 
to have injured a hair of your head. But tiixaa 
has inanuated himself into all my uncle's secrets, 
and some of these are so dark and dangerous. 
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ihat, though there are few things he would not 
dare, I doubt if he dare quarrel with him.— And 
yet I know that of Cristal, would move my unde 
to pass his sword through his body.^ 

" What is it, for Heaven's sake T said Darsie. 
^' I have a particular desire for wishing to know.^ 

^' The old, brutal desperadoe, whose face and 
mind are a libel upon human nature, has had the 
insolence to speak to his master^s niece as cne 
whom he was at liberty to admire ; and when I 
turned on him with the anger and contempt he 
merited, the wretch grumbled out something, as 
if he held the destiny of our fiEunily in his hand.^ 

*^ I thank you, Lilias,* said Darde, eagerly, 
— ^< I thank you with all my l^eart for this com- 
munication. I have blamed myself as a chris- 
tian man for the indescribable longing I felt from 
the first moment I saw that rascal, to send a bul- 
let through his head ; and now you have perfect- 
ly accounted for and justified this very laudable 
wish. I wonder my uncle, with the powerful 
dense you describe him to be possessed of, does 
not see through sujch a villain.^ 

*^ I believe he knows him to be capable of 
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much evily"^ angwered jA\is»^^* selfish, obdurate^ 
brutal^ and a man-hater. But then he conceives 
him to possess tlie qualities most requisite for a 
conspirator— ^-undaunted courage^ imperturbable 
coolness and address, and inviolable fidelity. . In 
the last particular he may be mistaken. I bqye 
beard Nixon blamed for the manner in which 
our poor father was taiiien after Culloden.^ 

** Another reason for my innate aversion»^ said 
Parsie ; ^^ but I will be on my guard with bim,^ 

'^ See, h^ observes us closely/^ said Lilias* 
*VWbat a thing is conscience !—*<He know^ we 
are now speaking of him, though he caQ90t h||ve 
heard a word that we have said.^ 

It seemed as if she had guessed truly ; for 
Crist^l Nixon at that moment rode up to them, 
^d said, with an affectation of jocularity which 
sat very ill upon his sullen features, ^< Comeji 
young ladies, you have had time enough for your 
chat this morning, and your tongues, I think, 
must be tired. We are going to pass a village, 
9Qd I must beg you to separato—^you. Miss Li- 
lias, to ride a little behind-- -^nd you, JA^ or 
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Miss, or Master, whichever you choose to be 
called, to be jogging a little bit before.^ 

Lilias checked her horse without speaking, but 
not until she had given her brother an expressive 
look, recommending caution ; to which he replied 
by a signal, indicating that he understood and 
would comply with her request 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

NAHUATIVB OF DARSIE LATIMEH, CONTINUED. 

Left to his solitary meditations, Darsie, (for 
we will still term Sir Arthur Darsie Redgauntlet 
of that Ilk, by the uame to which the reader is 
habituated,) was surprised not only at the altera- 
tion of his own state and condition, but at the 
equanimity with which he felt himself disposed 
to view all these vicissitudes. 

His fever*fit of love had departed like a 
morning's dream, and left nothing behind but a 
painful sense of shame, and a resolution to be 
more cautious ere he again indulged in such 
romantic visions. His station in society was 
changed^ from that of a wandering, unowned 
youth, in whom, none appeared to take an inte- 
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rei^t) exoepting the strangers by whom he had 
been educated, to the heir of a noble house, pos- 
sessed of such influence and such property, that 
it seemed as if the progress or arrest of important 
political events were likely to depend upon his 
resolution. Even this sudden elevation, the more 
than fulfilment of those wishes which had haunt- 
ed him ever since he was able to form a wish on 
the subject, was contemplated by Darsie, volatile 
as his disposition was, without more than a few 
thrills of gratified vanity. 

It is true, there were circumstances in his pre- 
sent »tuation to counterbalance such high ad- 
vantages. To be a prisoner in the hands of a 
man so determined as his uncle, was no agreeable 
consideration, when he was meditating how. he 
might best dispute his pleasure, and refuse to 
join him in the perilous enterprize which he 
seemed to meditate. Outlawed and desperate 
himself, Darsie could not doubt that his uncle 
^as surrounded by men capable of anything-— 
that he was restrained by no personal considera- 
^ioii8<*-»and therefore what degree of compulsion 
10 . 
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he might apply to his brother^s son^ or in what 
manner he might feel at liberty to punish his 
contumacy, should he disavow the Jacobite cause, 
must depend entirely upon the limits of his owti 
ccmscience ; and who was to answer for the con- 
science of a heated enthusiast, who considers op. 
portion to the party he has espoused, as treason 
to the welfare of his country ? After a short in* 
terval, Cristal Nixon was pleased to throw some 
light upon the subject which agitated him. 

When that grim satellite rode up without ce- 
remony close to Darsie^s side, the latter felt his 
very flesh creep with abhorrence, so little was he 
able to endure his presence, since the story of 
Lilias had added to his instinctive hatred of 
the man. His voice, too, sounded like that of a 
screech-owl, as he said, ^< So, my young coek c£ 
the north, you now know it all, and no doubt arc 
blessing your uncle for sturring you up to such 
an honourable action.^ 

<* I will acquaint my uncle with my sendments 
en the subject, before I ma|ce them known to any 
one else,"^ said Danie, scarcely prevailing on hit 
8 
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tcmgue to utter even these few words in a d^ 
manner. 

<^ Umph)^ murmured Cristal betwixt his teeth. 
^^ Close as wax^ I see ; and perhaps not quite so 
pliable.-— But take care^ my pretty youtb,^ he 
added, scornfully; ^' Hugh Redgauntlet will 
prove a rough colt-breaker-r-^e will neither spare 
whip-cord nor spur-rowel, I promise you.^ 

*^ I have afaready said, Mr Nixon,^ answered 
Darsie, <^ that I will canvass those matters of 
which my sister has informed me, with my unde 
himself, and with no other person.^ 

<^ Nay, but a word of friendly advice would 
do you no harm, young master,^ replied Nixon. 
^^ Old Redgauntlet is apter at a blow than a word 
-—likely to bite before he barks-— the true man 
for giving ScarbcMrough warning, first knock you 
down, then bid you stand.— So^ methinks, a little 
kind warning as to consequences were not amiss, 
lest they come upon you unawares.^ 

^' If the warning is really kind, Mr Nixon,* 
said the young man, *^ I will hear it thankfully ; 
and ind^d, if otherwise, I must listen to it whe- 

VOL. III. L 
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tber 1 will or no^ since I have at present no dioiee 
of company or of conversation."" 

" Nay, I have but little to say,'* said Nixon, 
affiscting to give to his sullen and dogged manner 
the appearance of an honest bluntness ; *' I am 
as little apt to throw away words as any one. 
But here is the question--.Will you join heart and 
band with your uAde, or no?** 

<< What if I should «ay Ay ?"* sud Dareie, de- 
termined, if possible, to conceal his resolution 
from this man. 

** Why, then,** said Nixon, somewhat surprised 
at the readiness of his answer, ^< all will go smooth 
of course— you will take share in this noble un- 
dertaking, and, when it succeeds, you will ex« 
change your open helmet for an EarPs coronet 
perhaps.** 

** And how if it fails ?** said Darsie. 

^^Thereafterasitmaybe— .**saidNixon; "they 
who play at bowls must meet with rubbers.** 

** Well, but suppose^ then, I have some fool- 
ish tenderness for my wind-pipe, and that, when 
my uncle proposes the adventure to me, I should 
say No — how then, Mr Nixon ?** 
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■ " Why, then, I would have you look to your- 
self, young master — There are shatp laws in 
France against refractory pupils — lettres de cachet 
are easily cbtne by when such men as we are con- 
cerned with interest themselves in the matter.'' 

' ** But wei are not in France," said poor Dar« 
6ie> through whose blood ran a cold shivering at 
the idea of a French prison. 

*^ A fast-sailing lugger will soon bring you 
th^re though, snug stowed under hatches, like a 
cask of moonlight.*' 
^ '^ But the French are at peace with us," said . 

Darsie, ^* and would not dare '^ 

" Why, who would ever hear of you f* interrupt- 
ed Nixon ; •* do you imagine they would call you 
up for judgment, and put the sentence of impri- 
tonment in the Courier de FEurope, as they do 
at the Old Bailey ? — ^No, no, young gentleman — 
thb gates of the Bastiie, and of Mont Sdnt 
Michel, and the Castle of Vlncennes, move on 
^aitmed easy hinges %hen they let folks in — ^not 
tlie'least jar is heard. There are cool cells there 
for hot heads— *as l:alm, and quiet, and dark, as 
you could wish in Bedlam — and the dismissal 
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comes when the carpenter lirings the {niMmer's 
co&a^ and not sooner.^ 

<< WeU, Mr Nixon,^ said Banne, affecting a 
dieerfulness whidi he was far from feeling, 
<< mine b a hard case— « sort of han^^ng chmce, 
you will allow-Hsince I must either offend our 
own government here, and run the risk of my 
life for doing so, or be doomed to the dungeons 
of another country, whose laws I have never of- 
fended, nnce I have never trod its S(ul — Tell me 
what you would do in my place.** 

<< ril teU you that when I am there,'* said 
Nixon, and, checking his horse, fell back to the 
rear of the little party. 

It is evident, thought the young man, thi^ the 
villain thinks me completely noosed, and perhaps 
has the ineffable impudence to suppose that my 
sister must eventually succeed to the possessions 
which have occa^oned my loss of freedom, and 
that his own influence over the destini^ of our 
unhappy family may secure him possession of 
the heiress ; but he shall perish by my hand first ! 
—I must now be on the alert to make my escape, 
if possible, before I am forced on ship-board— 
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Blind Willie will not, I think, desert me without 
an effort on my behalf, especially if he has kam- 
ed that I am the son of his late unhappy patron. 
•—What a change is mine I Whilst I possessed 
neither rank nor fortune, I lived safely and un- 
known, under the protection of the kind and re- 
spectable friends whose hearts Heaven had mo- 
ved towards me— -Now that I am the head of an 
honourable house, and that enterprises of the 
most daring character wut my decision, and re- 
tainer and vassals seem ready to rise at my 
beck, my safely consists chiefly in the attach- 
ment of a blind stroller ! 

While he was revolving these things in his 
mind, and preparing himself fcnr the interview 
with his unde, which could not but be a stormy 
one, he saw Hugh Bedgauntlet come riding 
slowly back to meet them, without any attend- 
ants. Cristal Nixon rode up as he approach- 
ed, and, as they met, fixed on him a look of in- 
quiry. 

^' The fool, Crackenthorpe,^^ said Redgaunt- 
let^ ^< has l^t strangers into his house. Some of 
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h^ smuggling comrades, I believe ; we mmt ridef 
slowly to give him time to send th^m packing.^ . 

" Did you see any of your friends P^ said 
Crista). 

.,<< Three^ and have letters from many more. 
They are unanimous on tlie subject you wot of 
— -an4 the point must be conceded to them, or, 
far as the matter has gone, it will go no.fav;- 
ther.'' , 

'^ 'You will hardly bring, the Father to stoofp» 
to his flock,^.8aid Criistal, with a sneer. 
. <^ He must, «ad i|h|ilir answered Redgaunt- 
let, briefly. <' Go to the*front, Cristal — I would 
speak with my nephew.-*^! trust, Sir Arthur Bed- 
gauntlet, you are satisfied with the manner in. 
which I have discharged my duty to your sister??, 

^^- There can be no fault found to her manners 
or sentiments,^ answered Darsie ; <^. I am happy 
in knowing a illative so amiable.^^ 

'* I am glad of it,^ answered Mr Redgauntlet 
*^ I am no nice judge of women^s qualificatioi^. 
and my life has been dedicated to one great ob- 
ject; so that since she left France she has had' 
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but little opportunity of improvement I have 
subjected her, however, as little as possible tp the 
inconveniencies and priyatioas of my wandenng 
and dangerous life. From time to time she has 
resided for weeks and months with families of 
honour and respectability, and I am ^ad that 
she has, in your opinion, the manners and beha- 
viour which become her birth.*^ 

Darsie expressed himself perfectly satisfied, 
and there was a little pause^ which Redgauntlet 
broke by solemnly add;*essipg his nephew. 

*f For you, my nephew, I aiao hoped to have 
done much. The weakness and timidity pf your 
mother sequestered you from my care, or.it 
would have been my pride and happiness to hare 
trained up the son of my unhappy brother ia 
those paths >of honcmr in which our ancestors 
have always trod." 

Now comes the storm, thought Darsie to him- 
sdf, a|id began to collect hi^ thoughts,. as the 
cautious master of a vessel furls his sails, and 
makes his ship snug, when he discerns the. ap^- 
pimcbing squall 

^* My mother^s conduct, in respect to me, 
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might be miqudged,'^ he said, '< but it was 
founded on the most anxious affdction.^ 

^ Assuredly,** said his uncle, ^^ and I have 
no wish to reflect on her memory, though her 
mistrust has done so much injury, I will not say 
to me, but to the cause of my unhappy country. 
Her scheme was, I think, tohaye made you that 
wretched pettifogging thing, which they still con- 
tinue to call in derision by the once respectable 
name of a Scottish Advocate ; one of those mon- 
grel things, that must creep to learn the ulti- 
mate dedinonof his causes to the bar of a foreign 
Court, instead of pleading before the independ- 
ent and august Parliament of his own natiye 
kingdom.** 

^ I did prosecute the study of law for a year or 
two,** said Darsie, '^ but I found I had nrither 
taste nor talents for the science.** 

*< And left it with scorn, doubtless— ^emd Mr 
Redgauntlet. ^ Well, X now hold up to yoq, 
my dearest nephew, a more worthy object of am- 
bition. Look eastward— do you see a mcmu- 
ment standing on yonder pbun, near a ham- 
let?** 
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Darsie replied that he did. 

<< The hamltt is called Burgfa-upon-Sands, 
and yonder monument is erected to the memory 
of the tyrant Edward I. The just hand of Provi- 
dence overtook him on that spot, as he was 
leacting his bands to complete the subjugation of 
Scotland, . whose civil dissensions began under 
his accursed policy. The glorious career of 
Bruce might have been stopped in its outset ; 
the field of Bannockbum might have remained a 
bloodless turf, if Grod had not removed, in the 
very crites, the crafty and bold tyrant who had 
so long been Scotland's scourge. Edward's 
grave is the cradle of our national freedom. It 
is within right of that great landmark of our 
liberty that I have to propose to you an un- 
d^takiag, second in hdnour and importance to 
none since the immortal Bruce stabbed the Red 
Comyn, and grasped, with his yet bloody hand, 
the independent crown of Scotland.** 

He paused for an answer ; but Darsie, over- 
awed by the energy of his manner, and unwilling 
to commit himself by a hasty explanatimi, re- 
mained silent 
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'^ I will not suppose,^ said Hugh Bedgaunt- 
let, after a pause, " that you are either so dull 
as not to comprehend the import of my wordi^— 
or so dastardly as to be dismayed by my propo^ 
sal — or so utterly degenerate from the blood and 
sentiments of your ancestors, as not to feel my 
Bununons as the horse hears the wor-trumpet.^ 

<^ I will not pretend to misunderstand ]^u, 
sir,^ said Darsie ; <^ but an enterprize directed 
against a dynasty now established for three reigiK 
requires strong arguments, both in pcnnt of jua- 
tioe and of expediency, to recommend it to men 
of oonsdence and prudence.^ 

^* I will not,^ said Redgauntlet^ while his eyes 
qparkled with anger,— <^ I will not hear you speak 
a word against the justice of that enterprize, for 
which your oppressed country calls with the voiee 
of a parent, entreating her children for aid-— <Hr 
against that noble reirenge whidi your father^s 
blood demands from his dishonoured grave. Hb 
skull is yet standing over the Rikargate, and even 
its bleak and mouldered jaws command you to 
be a miEm. I ask you, in the name of God, and 
of your country, will you draw your sword, and 



y Google 



NABKATIVS. CHAP. VI. 171 

go with me to Carlisle, were it but to lay your 
father^s head, now the perch of the obscene owl 
and carrion crow, and the scoff of every ribald 
clown, in consecrated earth, as befits his long 
ancestry?^ 

Darsie, unprepared to answer an appeal urged 
with so much passion, and not doubting a direct 
refusal would cost him his liberty or life, was 
again cdlent 

^^ I see,* said his uncle, in a more composed 
tone, ^^ that it is not deficiency of spirit, but the 
grovelling habits of a confined education, among 
the poor-^pirited class you were condemned, to 
herd with, that keeps you silent You scarce 
yet believe yourself a Redgauntlet ; your pulse 
has not yet learned the genuine throb that an- 
swers to the sununons of honour and of patriot- 
ism.'' 

>< I trust,'' replied Darae, at last, << that I 
shall never be found indifferent to the call of ei« 
ther ; but to answer them with effect — even were 
I convinced that they now sounded in my ear — 
I must see some reasonable hope of success in 
the desperate enterprize in which you would in- 
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volye me. I look around me and I see a settled 
govemment>--an established aufhoiity-^« born 
Briton on the throne—the very Highland moun- 
taineers, upon whom alone the trust of the exiled 
family reposed, assembled into regiments, which 
act under the orders of the existing dynasty. 
France has been utterly dismayed by the tre- 
mendous lessons of the last war, and will hard- 
ly provoke another. All without and within the 
kingdom is adverse to encountering a hopeless 
struggle, and you alone, dr, seem willmg to un- 
dertake a desperate enterprize.^^ 

<^ And would undertake it were it ten times 
more desperate ; and have agitated it when ten 
times the obstacles were interposed* — ^Have I for- 
got my brotfa^'^s blood ?— Can I-^are I even 
now repeat the Pater Noster, since my enemies 
and the murtherers remain unforgiven P— Is there 
an art I have not practised — ^a privation to which 
I have not submitted, to bring on the criads which 
I now behold arrived ? — Have I not been a vowed 
and a devoted man, foregoing every comfort of 
social life, renouncing even the exercise of devo- 
tion, unless when I might name id prayer my 
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prince and country, submitting to everything 
to make converts to this noble cause ?— Have I 
done all this, and shall I now stop short F'— -Dar- 
sie was about to interrupt him, but he pressed 
his hand affectionately upon his shoulder^ and 
enjoining, or rather imploring silence, — *^ Feace,^ 
he said, ^< heir of my ancestors^ fam&Jieir of all 
my hopes and wishes— Peace, son of my slaugh-* 
tered brother! I have sought for thee, and 
mourned for thee, as a mother for an only child. 
Do not let me again lose you in the moment 
when you are restored to my hopes. Believe 
me, I distrust so much my own impatient tem- 
per, that I entreat you, as the dearest boon, do 
nought to awaken it at this crisis.^ 

Darsie was not sorry to reply, that his reve- 
rence for the person of his relation would induce 
him to listen to all which he had to apprize him 
of, before he formed any definite resolution upon 
the weighty subjects of deliberation which he 
proposed to him. 

*<^ Deliberation T repeated Redgauntlet, impa- 
tiently ; ^^ and yet it is not ill said. — I wish there 
had been more warmth in thy reply, Arthur ; but 
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I must recollect were an eagle bred in a falcon^s 
mew, and hooded like a reclaimed hawk, he could 
not at first gaze steadily on the sun. Listen to 
me, my dearest Arthur. The state of this nation 
no more implies prosperity^ than the florid colour 
of a fevered patient is a symptom of health. Alt 
is false and hollow— the apparent success of 
Chatham''s administration has plunged the coun- 
try deeper in debt than all the barren acres of 
Canada are worth, were they as fertile as York- 
shire — the dazzling lustre of the victories of Min- 
den and Quebec have been dimmed by the dis- 
grace of the hasty peace— by the war, England; 
at immense expence, gsdned nothing but honour, 
and that she has gratuitously resigned. Many 
eyes, formerly cold and indififerent, are now look- 
ing towards the line of our ancient and rightful 
monarchs, as the only refuge in the approaching 
storm— the rich are alarmed — the nobles are dis. 
gusted — the populace are inflamed — and a band 
of patriots, whose measures are mor^ safe that 
their numbers are few, have resolved to set up 
King Charleses standard.^ 
" But the military,^ said Darae — *« how ttak 
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you, with a body of unarmed and disorderly in- 
surgents, propose to encounter a regular army P 
The Highlanders are now totally disarmed.^ 

*^ In a great measure, perhaps,^ answered Red- 
gauntlet ; *' but the policy which raised the High- 
land regiments has provided for that We have 
already friends in these corps ; nor can we doubt 
for a moment what their conduct will be, when the 
white cockade is once more mounted. The rest 
of the standing army has been greatly reduced 
since the peace ; and we reckon confidently on our 
standard being joined by thousands of the dis- 
banded troops.'*^ 

^< Alas !^ said Darsie, ^^ and is it upon siicb 
vague hopes as these, the inconstant hiunouir of 
a crowd, or of a disbanded soldiery, that men of 
honour are invited to risk their families, their 
property, their life !^ 

^' Men of honour, boy,^ said Bedgauntlet, hb 
eyes glancing with impatience, << set life, pro- 
perty, family, and all at stake, when that honour 
commands it ! We are not now weaker than when 
seven men, landing in the wilds of Moidart, diook 
the throne of the usurper till it tottered— won 

5 
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two pitdbed fields^ besides overnmiung one king^ 
dom and the half of another, and, but for trea- 
chery, would have achieved what their Tenturous 
successors are now to attempt in their turn." 

<^ And will such an attempt be made in serious 
earnest ?" said Darsie. *^ Excuse me, mj unde, 
if I can scarce believe a fact so extracnrdinary. 
Will there really be found men of rank and con* 
sequence sufficient to renew the adventure of 
1746?'' 

<^ I will not give you my confidence by halves. 
Sir Arthur," replied his uncle — <^ Loo|k at that 
scroll — ^what say you to these names ?— Are they 
not die flower of the Western shires— of Wales 
—of Scotland P** 

<' The paper contains indeed the names of 
many that are great and noble," replied Darsie, 
after perusing it ; ^* but ■ " 

'^ But what ?" asked his uncle impatiently ; 
<* do you doubt the ability of these nobles and 
gentlemen to furnish the aid in men and money 
at which they are rated ?" 

^^ Not thdr abiUty certainly," said Darsie^ 
^< for of that I am no competent judge ;— but I 
1 
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flee in this scroll the name c^ Sir Arthur Darsie 
Bedgauntlet of that Ilk, rated at an hundred 
men and upwards— I certidnly am ignorant how 
he is to redeem that pledge,** 

<< I will be responnble for the men,** replied 
Hugh Redgauntlet. 

<< But, my dear uncle,** added Darae, << I 
hope, for your sake^ that the other individuals, 
whose names are here written, have had more 
acquaintance with your plan than I have been 
indulged with.** 

*< For thee and thine I can be myself respon- 
-dble,** said Bedgauntlet ; *< for if thou hast not 
the courage to head the force of thy house, the 
leading shall pass to other hands, and thy inherit 
tance shall depart from thee, like vigour and ver- 
dure from a rotten branch. For these honour- 
able persons, a slight condition there is which 
they annex to their friendship— something so tri- 
fling that it is scarcct worthy of mention. This 
boon granted to them by him who is most inte- 
rested, there is no question they will take the > 
iidid in the manner there stated.** 

VOL. III. If 
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Again Dame perused the paper, and Mi him- 
aelf still less indined to believe that 80 many men 
of fiunilj and fortune were likely to embark in 
an enterprize so fatal. It seemed as if some radi 
plotter had put down, at a venture the names of 
all whom common report tainted with Jaoobit- 
ism, or if it was really the act of the individuals 
named, he suspected th^ must be aware of some 
mode of excusing themselves from onnpIiaBce 
with its purport It was impossible, he thought, 
that Englishmen, c^ large fortune, who had 
failed to j<nn Charles when he tnroke into Eng- 
land at the head of a victorious army, should 
have the least thoughts of enoouragmg a descent 
when circumstances were so much less prc^tious. 
He thoefore concluded the enterprise would fidl 
to pieces of itself, and that his best way was, in 
the meantime, to remain alent, unless the ac« 
tual approach of a crios, (which might, however, 
never arrive,) should compdi him to give a down- 
right refusal to his nucleus proposition ; and if, 
in the interim, some door for escape should be 
opened, he resolved within himsdif not to omit 
availinghimself of it .. 
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Hugh Redgauntlet watched his nephew's looks 
for some time, and then, as if arriving fiom some 
other process of reasoning at the same oonduflioii, 
he said, <* I have told you. Sir Arthur, that I do 
not urge your immediate accesuon to my propo* 
sal ; indeed the consequoices of a refusal would 
be so dreadful to yourself, so destructive to all the 
hqpes which I have nursed, that I would not risk, 
by a moment^s impatience^ the hopes of my whole 
life. Yesf,Arthur, I have been a self-denying h«r« 
mit at one time— «t another, theapparent assodate 
of outlaws and desperad oes i at another, the sub- 
ordinate agent of men whom I felt every way my 
infieriors— 4iot for any selfish purpose of my own, 
no, not even to win for myself the renown of 
being the principal instrument in restoring my 
Ejng and freeing my country. My first wish on 
earth is for that restoration and that freedom— 
my next, that my nephew, the representative of 
Boy house, and of the brother of my love, may 
have the advantage and the credit of all my ef- 
Ibrts in the good cause. But,^^ he added, dart- 
ing on Darsie one of his withering frowns, <^ if 
Scotland and my father^s House cannot stand and 
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flourish together, then perish the Teff name of 
Redgauntlet ! perish the son of my brother, with 
every recollection of the glories of my family, of 
the affections of my youth, rather than my coun- 
try's cause should be ixijured in the tithing of a ' 
barley-corn 1 The spbit of Sir Alberic is alive 
within me at this moment,^ he continued,. draw« 
ing up his stately foi;pi and sitting erect in his 
saddle, while he pressed hb finger against his 
forehead; '^andifyou yourself crossed my path 
in opposition, I swear, by the mark that darkens 
my brow, that a new deed should be done — a 
new doom should be deserved.^ 

He was silent, and his threats were uttered 
in a tone of voice so deeply resolute, that Dar- 
sie's heart sunk ^thin him, when he reflected on 
the storm of pasuon which he must encounter, if 
he declined to join his uncle in a project to which 
prudence and principle made him equaUy adverse. 
He had scarce any hope left but in temporizing 
until he could make hb escape, and resolved to 
avail himself for that purpose of the delay which 
his unde seemed not unwilling to grant. The 
stem, gloomy look of his companion became le- 
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laxed by degrees, and presently afterwards he 
made a sign to Miss Redgauntlet to join the 
party, and began a forced conversation on ordi- 
nary topics; in the course of which, Darsie ob- 
served that his aster seemed to speak under the 
most cautious restraint, w^righing every word be- 
fore she uttered it, and always permitting her 
uncle to give the tone to the conversation, though 
of the most trifling kind. This seemed to him 
(sudi an opinion had he already entertained of his 
Mster^s good sense and firmness,) the strongest 
proof he had yet received of his unde^s peremp- 
tory character, since he saw it observed with so 
mudi deference by a young. person, whose sex 
might have given her privileges, and who seem- 
ed.by no means defident either in si»rit or fimu 
ness. 

The little cavalcade was now approaching the 
house of Father Crackenthorpe, situated, as the 
reader knows, by the side of the Sol way, and not 
distant from a rude pier, near which lay several 
fishing-boats, which frequently acted in a dif- 
ferent capadty. The house of the worthy pub- 
lican was also adapted to the various opcupm 
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turns which he earned on, bdi^ a hurge scram- 
bling aMembbge of cottages attadied to a house 
of two stories, roofed with flags of sandstone*— 
the original mansion^ to whidi the eztenoon of 
Master Craek^ithorpe's trade had oocaaoned lus 
making many additions. Instead of the angle 
long watering trough, whidi always distinguishes 
the front of the English public house of the 
second class» there were three conTeniencies of 
that kind, for the use, as the landlord used to 
say, of the troop-horses, when the soldiers came 
to search his house ; while a knowing leer and a 
nod let you understand what spedes of troops 
he was thinking of. A huge ash-tree before the 
door, which had reared itself to great size and 
height, in spite of the blasts from the neighbour- 
ing Solway, overshadowed, as usual, the ale-bench, 
as our ancestors called it, where, though it was 
still early in the day, several fellows, who seem- 
ed to be gentlemen^s servants, were drinking 
beer and smokbg. One or two of them wore 
liveries, which seemed known to Mr Redgaunt- 
let, for he muttered between his teeth, " Fools, 
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fools I were tb^y on a miircb to hell, they muAt 
hftve their raacak m liyery mth them, that the 
whole .world might know who were going tp be 
damned.^ 

As he thus muttered, he drew bridle b^core 
the door of the place, from which several other 
Immging guests began to issu^ to look with ia- 
dolefit curiosity, as usual, upon an arrivol 

Bedgauntlet sprung from his horse, and as* 
sisted his niece to dismoimt ; but, forgetting, per- 
haps, his nephew^s disguise, he did not pay him 
the attention which his finale dress demanded. 

The situation of Dareie was indeed something 
awkward ; for Cristal Nixon, out of caution per- 
haps to prevent escape, had muffled the extreme 
folds of the riding-skirt with which he was ac- 
coutred, around his ankles and under his feet, 
and there secured it with large corking-{uns. 
We presume that gentlemen-cavaliers may some- 
times cast their eyes to that part of the person 
of the fair equestrians whom they chance occa- 
sionally to escort; and if they will concave their 
own feet, like Danue% muffled in such a laby- 
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riftdi of folds and amplitude of robe, as modesty 
doubtless induces the fkdr creatures to assuBKS 
upon such occasions^ they will allow that, on a 
first attempt, they might find some awkwardness 
in dismounting. Darsie, at least, was in sudi a 
predicament, for, not receiving adr<»t assistance 
from the attendant of Mr Redgauntlet, he stum« 
bled as he dismounted from the horse, and m%ht 
have had a bad fall, had it not been broken by 
the gallant interposition of a gentleman, who pfo- 
bably was, oil his part, a little surprised at the so- 
lid weight of the dbtressed fair one whom he had 
the honour to receive in his embrace. But what 
was his surprise to that of Darsie, when the hurry 
of the moment, and of the accident, permitted 
him to see that it was his friend Alan Fairford 
in whose arms he found himself! A thousand* 
apprehensions rushed on him, mingled with the 
full career of hope and joy, inspired by the un* 
expected appearance of his beloved friend at the 
very crisis, it seemed, of his fiite. 

He was about to whisper in his ear, caution- 
ing him at the same time to be silent; yethehe^ 
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Stated for a second or two to effect bis poipose^ 
siiieey should Bedgauntlet take the alarm from 
any sudden exdamation on the part of Alan^ 
there was no uying what consequences might 
ensue. 

Ere he could decide what was to be done, 
Redgaimtlety who had entered the house, return* 
ed hastily, foUowed by Cristal Nixon. << I'll re- 
lease you of the charge of this young lady, sir,* 
said he, haughtily, to Alan Fairfond, wbom he 
l^bably did not recognize. 

** I had no denre to intrude, ar,* replied 
Alan ; '* the lady's situaticm seemed to require 
asnstance — and-— but have I not the honour to 
speak to Mr Herries of Birrenswork P'' 

<* You are mistaken, sir,'' said Bedgauntlet, 
turning short ofP, and making a sign with his 
hand to Cristal, who hurried Darsie, however un- 
willingly, into the house, whispering in his ear, 
<< Come, miss, let us have no making of acquaint* 
ancefrom the windows. Ladies of fashion must 
be private.—* Shew us a room, Father Cracken- 
thorpe." 

So saying, he conducted Darsie into the house. 
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interpoBing at the same time. hi$ person betwixt 
the supposed young lady and the stranger of 
whom he was suspidous^ so as to make commu- 
nication by signs impossible* As they entered, 
they heard the sound of a fiddle in the stone- 
floored and well-sanded kitchen, through which 
they were about to follow thdr corpulent host, 
and where seyeral people seemed engi^;ed in dan- 
cing to its stridns. 

<< D-— n thee/ said Nixon to Crackentborpe, 
<' would you have the lady go through all the 
mob of the parish ?— Hast thou no more private 
way to our atting room ?^ 

^^ None that is fit for my travelling/ answered 
the landlord, laying his hand on bis portly sto- 
madi. ^' I am not Tom Turnpenny, to creep 
like a lizard through key-holes.^ 

So saying, he kept moving on through the re- 
vellers in the kitchen ; and Nixon, holding Dar- 
sie by his arm, as if to offer the lady support, 
but in all probability to frustrate any effi)rt at 
escape, moved through the crowd, which present- 
ed a very motley appearance, consisting of do- 
mestic servants, country fellows, seamen, imd 
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Other idlers, whom Wandering Willie was rega- 
ling with his mnsic. 

To pass another friend without intimation of 
his presence would have been actual pusilla- 
nimity; and just when they were passing the 
blind man'*s elevated seat, Darsie asked him, 
with some emphasis, wheth^ he could not play 
a Scottish air ?-«Tbe man''8 face had been the in- 
stant before devoid of all sort of expression, going 
through his performance like a down through a 
beautiful country, too much accustomed to con- 
sider it as a task, to take any interest in the per. 
formance, and, in fact, scarce seeming to hear the 
noise that he was creating. In a word, he might 

at the time have made a companion to my fiiend 

w 
Wilkie^s inimitable blind crowder. But ith 

Wandering Willie this was only an occasional, 
and a rare fit of dulness, such as Ul at times 
creep over all the professors of the fine arts, ari- 
sing either from fatigue, or contempt of his 
present audience, or that caprice which so often 
tempts painters and musicians, and great actors, 
in the phrase of the latter, to xvaOc through their 
part, instead of exerting themselves with the en« 
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ergj which acquired their fame. But when the 
performer heard the voice of Darsie, his coun- 
tenance became at once illuminated, and shewed 
the complete mistake of those who suppose that 
the principal point of expression depends upon 
the eyes. With his face turned to the point from 
which the sound came, his upper lip a little curved, 
and qwvering with agitation, and with a colour 
which surprise and pleasure had brought at once 
into his faded cheek, he exchanged the humdrum 
hornpipe which he had been sawing out with re- 
luctant and lazy bow, for the fine Scotch air, 

*< You're welcome, Charlie Stuart," 

which flew from his strings as if by inspiration, 
and after a breathless pause of admiration among 
the audience, was received with a clamour of ap- 
plause, which seemed to shew that the name, as 
well as execution of the tune, was in the highest 
degree acceptable to all the party assembled. 

In the meantime, Cristal "Nixon, still keep- 
ing hold of Darsie, and following the landlord, 
forced his way with some difficulty through the 
crowded kitchen, and entered a small apartment 
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on the other ride of it, where they found lilias 
Redgauntlet alreiidy seated. Here Nixon gave 
way to his suppressed resentment, and. turning 
sternly on Crackentborpe, threatened him with 
his master^s severest displeasure, because things 
were in such btfd order to receive his family, 
when he had given such special advice that he 
desired to be private. But Father Crackenthorpe 
was not a man to be brow-beaten. 

*^ Why, brother Nixon, thou art angry this 
morning,^ he replied ; '^ hast risen from thy wrong 
side, I think. You know, as well as I, that most 
of this mob is of the Squire^s own making— gen- 
tlemen that come with their servants, and so forth, 
to meet him in the way of business, as old Tom 
Turnpenny says — ^the very last that came was sent 
down with Dick Gardener from Fairladies."^ 

^^ But the blind scraping scoundrel yonder,^* 
said Nixon, *^ how dared you take «uch a rascal 
as that across your threshold at such a time as 
this ?— If the Sqiure should dream you have a 
thought of peaching— I am only speakbg for 
your good, Father Crackenthorpe.^ 
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" Why, look ye, brother Nixoo,^" said Cracks 
enthoipe, tunuDg his quid with great ocHoposure^ 
<< the Squire is a vety worthy gentleman, and Fll 
never deny it; but I am neither his servant nor 
his tenant, and so he need send me none of lus 
orders till he hears I have put <Mi his Uvery. As 
for turning away folks from my door, I might as 
well plug up the ale-tap^ and pull down the sign 
-—and as for peaching, and such like, the Squire 
will find the folks here are as honest to the full 
as those he brings with him.^ 

^ How, you impudent lump of tallow,^ said 
Nixon, <^ what do you, mean by that ?^ 

*< Nothing,^ said Crackentborpe, ^< but that I 
can tour out as well as another-— you understand 
me— keep good lights in my upper story-— know 
a thing or two more than most folks in this coun- 
try. If fcdks wiU come to my house on danger- 
ous errands, egad they dball not find Joe Crack- 
enthorpe a catVpaw.— Fll keep myself dear, you 
may depend on it, and let every man answer 
for lus own actions— thafs my way.— Anythii^ 
wanted. Master Nixon ?^ 
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** No^ye&«4iegone !" satd Nixon, who seem- 
ed embarrassed with the landlord's contumacy, 
yet desirous to conceal the efficct it produced on 
him. 

The door was no sooner dosed on Cracken- 
tJK>rpe,tbanMi8S Bedgauntlet^addressing Nixon, 
ocM&manded him to leav^ the room, and go to his 
proper place. 

<^ How, madam P^ sud the fellow, sullenly, 
yet with an air of reipect ^< Would you have 
your uncle pistol me for disob^ng his orders ?^ 
<< He may perhaps pistol you for some other 
reason, if you do not obey mine,^ said Lilias, 
composedly. 

^ You abuse your advantage over me, ma- 
dam—I really dare not go — I am on guard over 
this other Miss here ; and if I should desert my 
post, my life were not worth five minutes' pur- 
chase.'* 

** Then know your post, sir," said Lilias, ** and 
watch on the outside of the door. You have no 
cotfitmission to listen to our private conversation, I 
suppose. Begone, sir, without farther speech or 
remonstrance, or I will tell my uncle that which 
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you would have reaflou to repent he should 
know.'* 

The fellow looked at her with a singular ex* 
pression of spite, mixed with deference. ^< You 
abuse your advantages, madam,^ he said, *' and 
act as foolishly in doing so as I did in affinrding 
you such a hank over me But you are a tynuit ; 
and tyrants have commonly short reigns.** 

So saying, he left the apartment 

<< The wretches- unparalleled insoleiice.** said 
Lilias to her brother, ^< has given me one great 
advantage over him. For, knowing that my 
uncle would shoot him with as little remorse as 
a woodcock, if he but guessed at his brazen- 
faced assurance towards me, he dares not ance- 
that time assume, so far as I am concerned, the 
air of insolent domination which the possesion 
of my unde^s secrets, and the knowledge of his 
most secret plans, have led him to exert to others 
of his family.** 

*' In the meantime,** said Dar»e, <^ I am 
happy to see that the Imidlord of the house does 
not seem so devoted to him as I apprehended; 
and this aids the hope of escape which I am nou- 
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mhing for you and f or myjelf . O, Liiias ! the 
truest of friends, Alan Fairford^is in pursuit of 
me^ and is here at this moment. Another hum- 
ble, but, I think, faithful friend, is also within 
these dangerous walls.^ 

Liiias laid her finger on her lips, and pointed 
to the door. Darsie. took the hint, lowered his 
voice, and informed her in whispers of the arrival 
of Fairford, and that he believed he had opened 
a communication with Wandering Willie. She 
listened with the utmost interest, and had just 
begun to reply, when a loud noise was heard in 
the kitchen, caused by several intending voices, 
amongst which Darsie thought he could distin- 
guish that of Alan Fairford. 

Forgetting how little lus own condition per- 
mitted him to become the asastant of another, 
Darsie flew to the door of the room, and find* 
ing it locked and bolted on the outside, rushed 
against it with all his force, and made the most 
desperate efforts to burst it open, notwithstand- 
ing the entreaties of his sister that he would- 
compose himself, and recollect the condition in 

VOi.. III. K 
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which he was placed. But the door, framed to 
withstand attacks from exdsemen^constablesy and 
other personages, considered as worthy to use 
what are called the King^s keys, " and therewith 
to make lock^fast places open and patent,"^ set hb 
effortfl^c^tdefimce. Meantime the noise condnued 
without, and we uat to give an account of its 
origin in our next ohaptec» 
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KAREATIVE OF BASSIE LATIMER, CONTINUED. 

Jos Cbacksnthorpx^s pubiichouse had ne- 
ver, since it first reared its chimneys on the banks ' 
of the Sol way, been frequented by buch a miscd- 
laneousgroupe of visitors as had that morning 
become its guests. Several of them mete persons 
whose quality seemed much superior to their 
dresses and modes of travelling. The servants who 
attended them ^contradicted the inferences to be 
drawn from the garb of their masters^ and, aou 
oording to th^ custom of the knights of the ram- 
bow, gave many hints that they were not people 
to sei*ve any but men of firsUrate consequence; 
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These gentlemen, who had come thither chiefly 
for the purpose of meeting with Mr Redgaunt- 
let, seemed moody and anxious, conversed and 
walked together, apparently in deep conversation, 
and avoided any communication with the chance 
travellers whom accident brought that morning 
to the same place of resort. 

As if Fate had set herself to confound the plans 
of the Jacobite conspirators, the number of tra* 
vellers was unusually affluent and miscellaneous, 
and filled the public tap-room of the inn, where 
the political guests had already occupied most of 
the private apartments. . . ^ 

Amongst others, honest Joshua Geddes had 
arrived, travelling, as he said, in the sorrow of 
tlie soul, and mourning for the fate of Dande 
Latimer as he would for his fir&t4>om child. 
He had skirted the whole coast of the Solway, 
besides making various trips into the interior, 
not shunning, on such occasions, to expose him- 
self to the laugh of the scomer, nay, even to se- 
rious personal risk, by frequenting the haunts of 
smugglers, horse-jockeys, and other irregular per- 
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«oD8» who looked on his intrusion with jealous eyes, 
and were apt to consider him as an exciseman in 
the disguise of a Quaker. All this labour and 
peril, however, had been undergone in vain. No 
research he could make obtained the least intelli-^ 
gencc of Latimer, so that he hegsai to fear the 
poor lad had been spirited abroad ; for the prac- 
tice of kidnapping was then not unfirequent, es- 
pecially on the western coasts of Britain, if in- 
deed he had escaped a briefer and more bloody 
fate. 

With a heavy heart, he delivered his horse, 
even Solomon, into the hands of the hostler, and 
walking into the inn, demanded from the land- 
lord breakfast and a private room. Quakers, and 
such hosts as old Father Crackenthorpe, are no 
ooDgenial spirits ; the latter looked askew over 
his shoulder, and replied, '^ If you would have 
- breakfast ha%, friend, you are like to eat it where 
other folks eat theirs.^ 

^^ And wherefore can I not,^ said the Quaker, 
^' have an apartment to myself, for my money ?* 

'^ Because, Master Jonathan, you must wait 
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tUl your betters be served, or else eat with your 
equals.^ 

Joshua Geddes argued the point no farther, 
but sitting quietly down on the . seat which 
Crackenthorpe indicated to him, and calling for 
a pint of ale, mth some bread, butter, and Dutch 
cheese, began to satisfy the appetite which the 
morning air had rendered unusually alert. 

While the honest Quaker was thus employed, 
another stranger entered the apartment, and sat 
down near to the table on which his victuals 
were placed. He looked repeatedly at Joshua, 
licked his parched and chopped lips as he saw 
the good Quaker masticate his bread and cheese, 
and sucked up his thin chops when Mr Oeddes 
applied the tankard to his mouth, asif the dis- 
charge of these bodily functions by another had 
awakened his sympathies in an unconttollahle de- 
gree. At last, being apparently unable, to with- 
stand his lon^gs, he asked, in a faultering tone, 
the huge landlord, who was tramping through 
the room in all corpulent impatience, ^ whether 
he could have a plack-pie f^ 
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^ Never heard of such a things master^^ nid 
the landlord, and was about to trudge onwal:d; 
when the guest, detaining him, said^ in a strong 
Scoitish tone, **- Ye will maybe have nae whey 
then, nor butter«milk, nor ye couldna exhibit a 
souter^s dod f^ 

^ Can\ tell what ye are talking about, master,^ 
said Crackenthorpe. 

<< Then ye will have no breakfast that will 
come within the compass of a shilling Scots P 

^< Which is a penny sterling,** answered Crack- 
enthorpe, with a sneer. *< Why no, Sawney, I 
can^t say as we haTe— we can^t afford it ; but 
you shall*haye a beUyful for love, as we say in 
the bull-ring.^ 

^< I shall never refuse a fair oSer,^ said the 
poverty-stricken guest ; << and I will say that for 
the English, if they were deUls, that they are a 
ceeveleesed people to gentlemen that are under a 
cloud." 

^* Gendemen !— humph T said Crackenthorpe 
■— i^^ not a blu&-cap among them but halts upon 
that foot." Then seizing on a dish which still 
contained a huge cantle of what had been once a 
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prinoelj' mutton pasty, he placed it on the table 
befdre the stranger, saying, *^ There, master 
gentleman ; there is n^hat is worth all the black 
pies, as you call them, that were ever made of 
sheep^s head.^ 

<* Sheep^s head is a gude thing for a^ that,^ re- 
plied the guest ; but not being spoken so loud as 
to oflfend his hospitable entertainer, the interjec- 
tion might pass for a private protest agunst the 
scandal thrown out agsunst the standing dish of 
Caledonia. 

l^is premised, he immediately began to trans- 
fer the mutton and pie-crust from his plate to his 
lips, in such huge gobbets, as if he was refresh- 
ing After a three days^ fast, and Uying in provi- 
sions iagainst a whole lent to come* 

Joshua Geddes in his turn gazed on him with 
surfH*ise, having never, he thought, beheld such a 
gaunt expression of hunger in the act of eating. 
^* Friend,^ he ssud, after watching him for some 
minutes, ** if thou gorgest thyself in this faahibn, 
thou wilt assuredly choak. Wilt thou not take 
a draught out of my cup to help down all that 
dry meat?'' 
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,. *^ Troth,^ said the stranger, stopping and 
looking at the friendly propounder, ^^ that^s nae 
bad overture, as they say in the Greoieral Assem- 
bly. I have heard waur motions than that frae 
wiser counsel.^ 

Mr Geddes ordered a quart of home-brewed 
to be placed before our friend Peter Peebles ; 
for the reader must have akeady conceived that 
this unfortunate litigant was the wanderer in 
question. . 

The victim of Themis had no sooner seen the 
flagon, than he seized it with the same energy 
which he had displayed in operating upon the pie 
—puffed off the froth with such emphasb, that 
some of it lighted on Mr Greddes^s head— and 
then said, as if with a sudden recollection of what 
was due to civility, << Here^s to ye^ firiend. — 
What, are ye ower grand to give me an answer, 
or. ste ye dull of hearing P*^* 

^^ I prithee drink thy liquor, friend,^ said the 
good Quaker ; *' thou meanest it in dvility, but 
we care not for these idle fashions.*" 

^' What ! you are a Quaker, are you ?^ said 
Peter ; and without further ceremony reared the 
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flagon to his head, from which he withdrew it 
not while a single drop of <^ bariey-broo'* remain^ 
ed« '< That's done you and me mickle gude,^ 
he said, sighing as he set down his pot ; << but 
twa mutchkins o' yill between twa folk is a drap- 
pie ower little measure. What say ye to an- 
ither pot ? or shall we cry in a bly the Scots pint 
at ance ?•— The yill is no amiss.^ 

^ Thoumay'^fit^^ for what thou wilt on thine 
own charges, friend,^ said Geddes ; <^ for my- 
self, I willingly contribnte to the quenching of 
thy natural thirst ; but I fear it were no such 
easy matter to rslieve thy acquired and artificial 
drouth.*' 

'* That is to say, in plain terms, ye ar« lor 
withdrawiDg your caution with the folk of the • 
house ? You Quaker folk are but- fause com* 
forters ; but smce ye have garred me drink sae 
mickle cauld yill— me that am no used to the 
like* of it in the forenoon— -I think ye might as 
weel have offered me a glass of brandy oi usqua- 
bae— Fm naenice body--*! can drink onyihing 
thatV wet and toothsome."" 

*^ Not a drc^ at my cost, friend/ quoth 6ed- 
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deb. ^* Thou art an old man, and hast, per* 
dhanc^f A heavy and long journey bdbre thee* 
ThoU art, moreova', my country mtm, as I judge 
from thy tongue $ and I will not give thee the 
means of dishonouring thy grey hairs in a strange 
land." 

<^ Ghrey hairs, neighbour T said Peter with a 
wink to the by^standers, — ^whomi this dialogue 
began to interest, and who were in hppes of see^ 
ing the Quaker played off by the crazed beggar, 
for ^ttch Peter Peebles appeared to be,«-«<< Grey 
hairs ! The;Lord mend your eye-sight, neighs 
b6ur>.that'disiuk ken grey hairs frae a tow wig P 

This jest procured a shout of laughter, and, 
what was still more acceptable than dry applause, 
a man who stood beside called out, ^^ Father 
Crackenthorpe, bring a nipperkin of brandy. Fit 
bestow a dram on this fellow, were it but for that 
very word.'' 

The brandy was immediately brought by a 
w^ch who acted as bar-maid ; and Peter, with 
a gmt of delight, filled a glass, quaffed it off, 
and then saying << God bless me ! I was so un. 
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mannerly as not to drink to ye. I think the 
Quaker has smitten nie wi' his ill-bred havings,"* 
-—he was about to fill another, when his hand 
was arrested by his new friend : who said at the 
same time, " No, no, friend — ^fair play^s a jewel 
— ^time about, if you please.^ And filling a ^lass 
for himself, emptied it as gallantly as Peter could 
have done. •* What say you to that, friend .^ he 
continued, addressing the Quaker. 

** Nay, friend," answered Joshua, '< it went 
down thy throat, not mine ; and I have nothing 
to say about what concerns me not ; but if thou 
art a roan of humanity, thou wilt not give this 
poor creature the means of debauchery. Bethink 
thee that they will spurn him £rom the door, as 
they would do a houseless and masterless dog, 
and that he may die on the sands or on the com- 
mon. And if he has through thy means been 
rendered incapable of helping himself^ thou shalt 
not be innocent of his blood.*" 

<< Faith, Broadbrim, I believe thou art right, 
and the old gentleman in the flaxen jazy shall 
have no more of the comforter-^Beudes, we have 
business in hand to-day, and this fellow, for as 
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mad as he looks, may have a nose on his fkbe after 
all. — Hark y^, father ;— what is your name, and 
what brings you into such an out-of-the-way 
corner r 

, ^' I am not just free to condescend on my 
name,^ said Peter; ** and as for my business- 
there is a wee dribble of brandy in the stoup— 
it would be wrang to leave it to the lass—it is 
learning her bad usages.^ 

^* Well, thou shalt have the brandy, and be 
d— d to thee, if thou wilt tell .me what you are 
making here.^ 

<* Seeking a young advocate chap that they 
ca^ Alan Fairford, that has played me a slippery 
trick, an ye maun, ken a** about the cause,^ said 
Peter. 

<< An advocate, man !^ answered the Captab 
of the Jumping Jenhy — ^for it was he, and no 
other, who had taken oompasaon on .Peter's 
drought $ <^ why, Lord help thee; thou art on 
the wrc»ig side of the Frith to seek advocates, 
whom I take to be Scotch lawyers, not English.** 

.<< English lawyers, man f^ exclaimed Peter, 
*^ the de*il a lawyer^s in a**' England.** 
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•*I wish from my soul it were true,* jsaid E wart ; 
*^ but what the devil put -that in your head ?* 

^< Lord, man, I got a grip of ane of their attor^ 
neys in Carlisle, and he tauld me that there was- 
na a lawyer in England, ony mair than faimsell, 
that kenn'd the nature of a multiple-poinding ! 
And when I tauld him how this loopy lad, Alan 
Fairford^ had served me, he said I might bring 
an action on the case — just as if the case hadna 
as mony actions already as one case can wed car* 
ry. By my word, it is a gude case, and muckl^ 
has it borne, in its day, of various procedure-o^ 
but it'^8 the barley-pickle breaks the naig'*s back, 
and wi^ my consent it shall not hae ony mair 
burthen laid upon it.* 

<^But this Alan Fidrford ?*said Nanty~<<come 
—op up the drop of brandy, man, and tell me 
some more about him, and whether you aie seek- 
ing him for good or for harm.* 

^f For my ain gude, and for his harm, to be 
sure^* said Peter. *< Think of his having left my 
cause in the dead-thraw between the tyneing and 
the winning, and capping off into Cumberland 
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here, after a wild loup-the-tether lad tbey ca*" 
Dame Latimer,^ 

** Dame Ladmer !^ said Mr Geddes haslily ; 
^* do you know aDything of Darsie Latimer ?^ 

<< Maybe I do^ and maybe I do not,^ answer, 
ed Peter; *< I am no fiee to answer everybody's 
inteirogatory, unless it is put judicially^ and by 
torn of law-«-*spedally where folk think so much 
of a caup of sour yill, or a thimbleiuU of brandy. 
But as for this gentleman, that has shewn'him- 
sdf a gentleman.at'breakfast, and willshew him- 
self a igeDtlonan at the meridian, I am free to 
oottdeisoend upon any points in the cause that may 
appear to bear upon the question at issue."" 
"<f* Why,. all I want to know from you, my 
friend, is, whether you are seeking to do this Mr 
Alan Fairford good oriharm;. because if you 
come to do him good, IthinLyou oould maybe 
get speech of himii— and if to do him harm, I will 
take the liberty>to giveyou a cast across the 
Frith, with fair warning not to come back on such 
an errand,, lest worse ix>me of it'^ 

The manner and language of Ewart were sucbr. 
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that Joshua Gaddes resolved to keep cautious si- 
lence, till be could more plaiuly discover whether 
be was likely to aid or impede him in his resear- 
ches after Darsie Latimer. He therefore resolved 
to listen attentively, to what should pass between 
Peter and the seaman, and to watch for an op- 
portunity of questioning the former, so soon as 
be should be separated from his new acquaint- 
ance. 

<< I wad by nae means,^ said Peter Peebles, 
** do any substantial harm to the poor lad Fur- 
ford, who has had mony a gowd guinea of mine, as 
weel as his fiitber before him ; Jbut I wad hae him 
brought back to the minding of my business and 
his ain ; and maybe I wadna insist farther in my 
action of damages against him, than^for refunding 
the fees, and for some annual rent on the princi- 
pal sum, due frae the day on which he should have 
recovered it for me, plack and bawbee, at the grea^ 
advijdng ; for, ye are aware, that is the least thiM^ 
I can ask nomine damni ; and I have nae thought 
to break down the lad bodily a^ thegither-i-we 
jDoaun live and let live— forgie and forget.^ .. 

10 
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<< The deuce take me, friend Broadbrim^** said 
Nanty Ewart, looking to the Quaker, *< if I can 
make out what this old scarecrow means* If I 
thought it was fitting that Master Fairford should 
see him, why perhaps it is a matter that could be 
managed. Do you know anything about the old 
fellow ?— y ou seemed to take some charge of him 
just now.** 

'< No more than I should hare done by any 
one in distress,'^ said Gkddes, not sorry to be ap- 
pealed to; *<but I will try what I can do to find 
out who he is, and what he is about in this coun- 
try-«»But are we not a little too public in this 
open room P^ 

^< It^s well thought of,^ said Nanty ; and, at 
his command, the bar-niiud ushered the party 
into a side-booth, Peter attending them, in the - 
instinctive hope that there would be more liquor 
drank among them before partbg. They had 
scares sat down in their new apartment, when the 
sound of a violin was heard in the apartment 
which they had left* 

^^ ril awa** back yonder,^ said Peter, rising up 
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agun ; ^ y on^s the sound of a fiddle^ and when 
there is music, there's aye something gaining to 
eat or drink.'^ 

^< I am just going to order something here,^ 
said the Quaker ; *' but^ in the mean^ne, have 
you any objection, my good fiiend, to tell us your 
name ?^ 

<< None in the world, if ye are wanting to drink 
to me by name and surname,^ answered Peebles ; 
*^ but, othtf wise, I would rather evite your in- 
terrogatories.^ 

^ Friend,"" sud the Quaker, << it is not for 
thine own health, seeing thou hast drunk enough 
already-Jiowever--Here,handmaideaJ»ingme 
a gill of sherry J^ 

*^ SheriT^s but shilpit drink, and a gill^s a sma^ 
measure for twa gentlemen to crack ower at thdr 
first acquaintance.— But let us see your sneaking 
gill of sherry,"" said Poor Peter, thrusting forth 
his huge hand to seize on the diminutive pewtar 
measure, which, according to the fashion of the 
time, contained the generous liquor freshly drawn 
from the butt 

** Nay, hold, friend^^ said Joshua, << thou hast 
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not yet tidd me what name and surname I am to 
call thee fay.** 

<c D— ^ dy in the Quaker,^ said Nanty, apart, 
<^ to make him pay fbr his liquinr before he gives it 
him. Now, I am such a fool, that I should have 
let him get too drunk to open his mouth, befiae 
I thought of asking him a question.^ 

<< My name is Peter Peebles, then,^ said the 
litigant rather sulkily, as one who thougisC hk li- 
quor too sparingly meted out to him ; ^ and 
what have you to say to that ?^ 

*< Peter Peebles ?** repeated Nanty Ewart, and 
seemed to mttse upon something whidi the words 
brought to his rememlMranee, while the Quaker 
pursued his examination. 

<< But I prithee, Peter Peebles, whatis thy fur- 
ther designation ?-«-Thou knowest, in our coun- 
try, that some men are disunguished by their 
craft and calling, as cordwainers, fishers, wea^ 
vors, or the like, and some by their titles as pnK 
prietors of land, (which savours of vanity)— « 
Now, how may you be distinguished from others 
of the same name P"^ 

<^ As Peter PeeUes of the great plea of Poor 
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Peter Peebles ugaimt Plainstanes^ ei per conk-a 
' I am laird of fiaethiiig else, I am aye a do^ 

<^ If s but a poor Iwrdsfaip, I doubt,"" said Jo- 
shua. 

. ^* Pray, Mr Peebles,"' «ud Nanty, intenrupt* 
ing the convcnation, abruptly, ** were not you 
onee a burgess of Edmburgh ?"" 

*^ Was I a burgess !"" said Peter, ittd^nantly ; 
^* and am I not a burgess even now P I have 
done nothing to forfeit my right, I trow — once 
provost and aye my lord."" 

<* WeU, Mr Burgess, tell me fsirther,^ have 
yoii upt some property in the 6ude Town?"* 
continued Ewart. i 

<< Troth have I — that is, before my »isfoi% 
tunes^ ] had twa or three bonny bits of mailings 
araang the closes and wynds, fotbye the shop 
and the story abune it But Plainstanes has 
put me to the causeway bow^ Never mind 
though, I wUl be upsides with him yet."" 

*^ Hsd not you once a tenement ia the Cove* 
nant Close ?"" again demanded Nanty. 
<^ Ye have lut it, kd, though ye look not like 
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a Covemmler,^ said Peter; ** we'll dxmk to its 
memcay,— (Hout ! the heart's at the mouth o' 
that ill.&urM bit stoup already i>— It broaght a 
rent, reckoning from the crawstep to the ground* 
sill, that ye might ca*^ fourteen punds a-year, for* 
bye the laigfa cellar that was let to Luckie Little- 
worth." 

<< And do you not remember that you had a 
poor old lady for your tenant, Mrs Canitrips of 
Kittkhttsket P* said Nanty^ suppreassuig hisemo- 
tion with difficulty. 

<^ Remember 1 O-^, I hare gude cause to re- 
member her," said Peter, *' for she turned a dy* 
your on my hands, the auld besom ; and, after 
a^ that the law could do to make me satisfied 
and paid, in the way of poinding and distrenne- 
ing, and sae forth, as law will, she lasi awa to 
the Charity Workhouse, a matter of twenty 
punds Scots in my debt— it'^s a grpat shame and 
oppression that Charity Workhouse, taking in 
bankrupt dyvours that canna pay their honest 
creditors." 

<< Methinks, friend," said the Quakelr, << thine 
own rags might teach thee compassion for other 
people^s nakedness." 
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'< Bags !^ said Peter, taking Joshua^s words 
literally ; ^^ does ony wise body put on thdir best 
ooat when they are travelling, and keeping com- 
pany with Quakers, and such other cattle as the 
road affords r 

<' The old lady diedy I have heard,^ said 
Nanty, affecting a moderation which was belied 
by accents that faultered with passion. 

*^ She might live or die, for what I care," an- 
swered Peter the Cruel ; ^^ what buaness have 
folk to dp to live, that canna live as law will, and 
satisfy their just and lawful creditors?^ 

" And you— you that are now yourself trod- 
den down in the very kennel, are you not sorry 
for what you have done ? Do you not repent ha- 
idng occaidoned the poor widow woman^s death F^ 

*• What for should I repent ?" said Peter; 
'* the law was on my side — a decreet of the 
Baillies followed by poinding, and an act of 
warding-— a suspension intented, and the letters 
found orderly proceeded. — I followed the auld 
rudas through twa Courts— she cost me mair 
money than her lugs were worth.^ 

" Now, by Heaven r said Nanty, " I would 



y Google 



NAEEATITS, CHAF. 711. S15 

' give a thousand guinead, if I had them, to hare 
you worth my beadng ! Had you said you re- 
pentedy it had been between God and your con- 
science; but to hear you boast of your villainy 
•—Do you think it little to have reduced the 
aged to famine, and the young to infamy-— to 
Jiave caused the death of one woman, the ruin of 
another, and to have driven a man to exile and 
despair? By Him that made me, I can scarce 
keep hands off you T 

" Off me ?— I defy ye P sud Peter. « I take 
this honest man to witness, that if ye stir the 
neck of my collar, I will have my action for 
stouthreef, spulzie, oppression, assault and bat- 
tery. Here's a bra' din, indeed, about an auld 
wife gaun to the grave, a young limmer to the 
dose-heads and causeway, and a sticket stibbler 
to the sea instead of the gallows !^ 

•• Now, by my soul,** said Nanty, •' this is 
too much ! and dnce you can feel no other* 
wise, I will try if I cannot beat some humanity 
into your head and shoulders.^ 

He drew his hanger as he spoke, and although 
Joshua, who had in vain endeavoured to inter- 
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nipt the dialogue, to wbkh he feresaw a i^iolent 
tenoninatioti, ttow threw himself between Nantjr 
and the old litigant, he could not preyent ihHet 
latter from receiving two or three sound dapB 
over the shoulder with the flat side of the wea- 
pon. 

Poor Pet^ Peebles, as inglorious in his ex- 
tremity as he had been presumptuous in bring, 
ing it on, now ran and roared, and bolted out of 
the apartment and house itself, pursued by Nanty, 
whose passion became high in proportion to his 
giving way to its dictates, and by Joshua, who 
still interfered at every risk, calling upon Nanty 
to reflect on the age and miserablis circumstances 
of the offender, and upon Poor Peter to stand and 
place himself under his protection. In front of 
the house, however, Peter Peebles found a more 
efficient protector than the worthy Quaker. 
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CHAPTEB Vni. 

IfARBATIVX OF ALAK FAIBFORB. 

OiTE Teiders may recollect that Fairford had 
been conducted by Dick Gardener from the House 
of FairiadieSy to the inn of old Father Cracken* 
thorpe, in order, as he had been informed by the 
mysterious Father Buonayenture, that he might 
have the meeting which h^ desired with Mr Red* 
gauntlet, to treat with him for the liberty of hit 
friend Dai^sie. His guide, by the special direc- 
tion of Mr Ambrose, bad introduced him into 
the public-house by a back-door, and reoom* 
mended to the landlord to accommodate him with 
a private apartment, and to treat him with all 
dvility ; but in other respects to keep his eye on 
him, and even to secure his person, if he saw any 
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reason to suspect him to be a spy. He was not, 
however, subjected to any direct restraint, but 
was ushered into an apartment, where he was re- 
quested to await the arrival of the gentleman with 
whom he wished to have an interview, and who,N 
as Crackenthorpe assured him with a significant 
nod, would be certainly there in the course of an 
hour. I£ the meanwhile, he recommended to 
him, with another significant agn, to keep his 
apartment, *' as there were people in the house 
who were apt to busy themselves about other 
f<dks* matters.^ 

Alan Fairford complied with the recommenda- 
tion, so long as he thought it reasonable ; but 
when, among a large party riding up to the 
house, he discerned Redgauntlet, whom he had 
seen under the name of Mr Herries of Birrens- 
work, and whom, by his height and strength, he 
easily distinguished from the rest, he thought it 
proper to go down to the front of the hous^ in 
hopes that, by more closely reconnoitring the 
party, he might discover if his friend Darsie was 
among them* 

The reader is aware that, by dobg so, he had 
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an opportunity of breaUng Darnel's fall from his 
side-saddle, although his disguise and mask pre- 
vented his recognizing his friend. It may be 
also recollected, that while Nixon hurned Miss 
Redgauntlet and her brother into the house, their 
uncle, somewhat chafed at an unexpected and in- 
convenient interruption, remained himself in par- 
ley with Fairford, who had already successively 
addressed him by the names of Herries and Red- 
gauntlet ; neither of which, any more than the 
acquiuntance of the young lawyer, be seemed at 
the moment willing to acknowledge, though an 
sir of haughty indifference, which he assumed, 
could not conceal his vexation and embarrass- 
ment 

^< If we must needs be acquainted, or,^ he 
said at last— *^ for which I am unable to see any 
necessity, especially as I am now particularly 
disposed to be private— I must entreat you will 
tell me what you have, to say, and permit me to 
attend to matters of more importance.^ 

" My introduction,** said Fairford, " is con- 
tained in this letter. — (Delivering that of Max* 
17 
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well.)^^I am conTinced that, under whatsoever 
name it may be your pleasure for the present to 
be known) it is into your hands^ and yours only, 
that it should be deliyered.*^ 

RedgaunUet turned the letter in his hand-«- 
then read the contents-^then again locked upon 
the letter, and sternly observed, ^ The seal of the 
letter has been broken. Was this the case, sir, 
when it was delivered into your hand ?^ 

Fairford despised a falsehood as much as any 
man,«-<-unless, perhaps,a8 Tom Turnpenny might 
have said, << in the way of business.^ He an- 
swered readily and firmly, ** The seal was whole 
when tte letter wa& delivered to me by Mr Max- 
well of Summertrees.^ 

*' And did you dare, sir, to break* the seal of 
a letter addressed to me ?^ said Redgauntlet^ not 
sorry, perhaps, to pick a quarrel upon a point fo- 
reign to the texkOT of the epistle. 

^ I have never broken the seal of any letter 
committed to my charge,'^ said Alan ; ^< not from 
fear of those to whom such letter might be ad- 
dressed, but from respect to myself.^ 

<' That is well worded,"* said Redgauntlet ; 
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«< and yet, young Mr Couiucllor, I doubt whe- 
their your delicacy prevented your reading my 
letter, or listening to tbe contents as read by 
some other person after it was opened.^ 

^ I certainly did hear tbe contents read over,^ 
sittd Fairford ; *< and they were such as to sur- 
prise me a good deaL^ 

<< Now that,"" said Redgauntlet, <' I hold to be 
juretty much the same, injbiro conadentiasj as if 
you had broken the seal yourself. I shall hold 
myself excused from entering upon farther dis- 
course with a messenger so faithless ; and you 
may thank yourself if your journey has been 
fruitless.'' 

^ Stay, rir,"* said Fairford ; << and know that I 
became acquainted with tbe contents of the paper 
without my consent— I may even say against my 
will ; for Mr Buonaventure-*-— ^ 

^< Who ?^ demanded Bedgauntlet, in a wild 
and alarmed maimer. ^^ Whom was it you 
nam^?^ 

<^ Father Buonaventure,^ said Alan,— ^< a Ca* 
thdic priest^ as I iqpprehend, whom I saw at the 
Misses Arthurets^ house, called Fairladies.'^ 
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'< Misses Arthuretst-^Fairladiesl—^Catho. 
tholic priest !— Father Biionaventufe T said Bed- 
gauntlet^ repeadng the words of Alan with asto- 
nishment *' Is it possible that human rashness 
can reach such a point of infatuation ?«— Tell me 
the truth, I conjure you, sir-*-! have the deepest, 
interest to know whether this is more than an idle 
l^end, picked up from hearsay about the coun- 
try. You are a lawyer, and know the risk iiw 
curred by the Catholic clergy, whmn the dis- 
charge of their duty sends to these bloody 
shores.^ 

'< I am a lawyer, certainly,^ said Fairford; 
<< but my holding such a respectable condition ia 
life warrants that I am neither an informer nor a* 
spy. Here is sufficient evidence that I have seen 
Father Buonaventure.^ 

He put Buonaventure^s letter into Bedgaunt* 
let^s hand, and watched his looks closely while 
he read it. ^^ Double-dyed infatuation P he 
muttered, with looks in which sorrow, displei^ 
sure, and anxiety, were mingled. ^ Save me 
from the indiscretion of my friends,^ says the Spa* 
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niard ; ^ I can save myself from the hostility of 
my enenues.^ " 

He then read the letter attentively, and for 
two or three minutes was lost in thought, whQe 
s<Hne purpose of importance seemed to have ga- 
diered and sit brooding upon hb countenance. 
He hdd up his finger towards his satellite, Cris* 
tal Nixon, who replied to his signal with a prompt 
nod ; and with pne or two of the attendants ap- 
proached Fairford in such a manner as to make 
bun apprehensive they were about to lay hold of 
him* 

At this moment a noise was heard from within^ 
side of the house, and presently rushed forth 
Peter Peebles, pursued by Nanty Ewart with 
fab drawn hanger, and the worthy Quaker, who 
was endeavouring to prevent mischief to others, 
at some risk of brin^g it on himself. 

A wilder and yet a more absurd figure can 
hardly be imagined, than that of Poor Peter 
clattering along as fast as his huge boots would 
penmt him, and resembling nothing so much as 
aflyang scarecrow; while the thin emaciated form 
of Nanty Ewart, with the hue of death on his 
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cheek, and the fire of Tengeance glaadng from his 
eye, formed a ghastly contrast with the ndieuloiis 
object of his pursuit 

Redgauntlet threw himself between them. 
<< What extravagant folly is this ?"* he said. 
** Put up your weapon, Captain. Is this a time 
to indulge in drunken brawls, or is such 4 miser** 
able object as that a fitting antagomst for a m«a 
of courage?^ 

<* I beg pardon,^ said the Captain, sheathing, 
his weapon — ^^' I was a little bit out of the way, 
to be sure ; but to know the provocation, a man 
roust read my heart, «nd that I hardly dare to 
do myself* But the wretdi is safe from mo.; 
Heaven has done its own vengeance on us both.^' 
While he spoke in this manner, Peter Peebles^, 
who had at first crept behind Bedgauntlet in 
bodily fear, began now to reassume his spirits* 
Pulling his protector by the sleeve^ ^f Mr Her- 
ries— Mr Herries,^ he whispered eagerly, ^ ye 
have done me mair than a gude turn, and if ye> 
will but do me anither at this dead pinch, Ftt 
for^ the girded keg of brandy that you and 
Captain Sir. Harry Redgimlet drank out yon 

15 
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time. Ye sail hae a& ample discharge and re- 
muneration, and, though I should see you walk- 
ing at the Cross of Edinburgh, or standing at 
the bar of the Court of Justiciary, no the very 
thumbikins thmselves should bring to my me> 
mory that ever I saw you in arms y<m day«^ 

He accompanied this promise. by pulling so 
hard at Redgaui^f s doak, that he at lost turned 
round. *> Idiot ! speak in a word what you 
want," 

^* Awed, aweel. In a word, then,^ said Peter 
Peebles, *^ I have a warrant on me to apprehend 
that man that, stands there, Alan Fairford by 
name, and advocate by calling* I bought it from 
Maister Justice Foxley^s derk, Maister Nicholaa 
Faggot, wi* the guinea that you ^ed me.'' 

<< Ha r said Redgauntlel, << hast thou really 
such a warrant ? let me see it— Look sharp that 
no one escape, Cristal Nixon.^ 

Peter produced a huge,greasy, leathem'pocket- 
book, too dirty to permit its original colour to be 
vimble, filled with scrolls of notes, memorials 
to counsel, and Heaven knows what besides. 

VOL. III. p 
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Fiom amoogst this precbua masB he coU^ 
a paper, and placed it in the hands of Red- 
gauntlet) or HerrieS) as he continued to call him, 
saying, at the same time, ** It^s a formal and 
binding warrant, proceeding on my affidayy 
made, that the said Alan Fairford, being law- 
fully engaged in my service, had slipped the te- 
thor and fled over the Border, and wasnowluiic- 
ing there and thereabouts, to dude and evite the 
discharge of his bounden duty to me ; and there- 
. fore graiitingwarrant to constables and others, to 
sedc for, take, and apprehend him, that he may be 
bfought before the Honourable Justice Foxley 
for examination, and if necessary, for commit- 
ment Now, though a^ this be fairly set down, as 
I tell ye, yet where ami to get an officer to exe- 
cute this warrant in sic a country as this, where 
swords and pistols flee out at a word^s speaking, 
and folk care as little for the peace of King 
George, as the peace of Auld King Coul ?—- 
Thcre^s that drunken skipper, and that wet 
Quaker, enticed me into the puUic this morning, 
. and because I wadna gie them as mudi brandy 
as wad have made them blind-drunk, they beith 
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feU on me, and ^fmre in the waj of gviding me 
very ill.'' 

Whiie Peter went on in this manner, Bed- 
ganntlet glanoed his eye orer the warrant, and 
immediately saw that it must be a triok passed by 
Nichdas Faggot, to cheat the poor insane wretch 
out of his solitjury guinea. Bfit the Jostiee had 
aetnaliy subscribed it, as he did whatever his 
deik presented to him, and Bedgauntlet vssohred 
to use it for his own purposes. 

Without making any direct answer, therefore, 
to Peter Peebles, he walked up gnwely to Faiiw 
ford, who had waited quietly for the terminataon 
of a scene, in which he was not a little surprised 
to find his client, Mr Peebles, a conspicuous 
actor. 

<< Mr Fairford,"* said Redgaundet, ^ there 
are many reasons which might induce me to 
comply with the request, or rather the injunc- 
tions, of the excellent Father Buonav^iture, 
that I should communicate willi you upon the 
present condition of ray ward, whom you know 
under the name of Darsie Latimer ; but no man 
is better aware than you that the law must be 
11 
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obeyed, even in contradktkm to our own feel- 
ings; now, this poor man has obtiuned a war- 
rant for carrying you before a magistrate, and, I 
am afraid, there is a necessity of your yielding 
to it, although to the postponement of the busi** 
ness which you may have widi me.^ 

^* A warrant against me 1^ sidd Alan, ind^- 
nantly ; ** and at that poor miseraUe wretdi^ 
instance ?— -why thid is a trick, a mere and most 
palpable trick.^ 

<* It may be so,^ replied Bedgauntlet, with 
great equanimity ; << doubtless you know best^ 
only the writ appears regular, and with that n*. 
spect for the law which has been a leading fe»* 
ture of my character through life, I cannot dis- 
pense with giving my poor aid to the su^xxl. 
of a legal warrant. Look at ]^ yourself, and be 
satisfied it is no trick of mine.^ 

Fairford ran over the affidavit and the war- 
rant, and then exdaimed once more, diat it was 
an impudent imposition, and that he would hold 
those who acted upon such a warrant liable in dM 
highest damages. << I guess at your motive, Mr 
Redgauntlet,^ he said, ** for acquiescing in so 
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ridiculous a proceeding. But be assured you 
will find that, in this country, one act of illegal 
▼ioknce will not be covered or atoned for by 
practifdng another. You cannot, as a man of 
soise and honour, pretend to say you ic^^^ard this 
as a legal warrant^ 

*' I am no lawyer, ur,** said Bedgauntlet; 
** and pretend not to know what is or is not law 
•—the warrant is quite formid, and that is enough 
forme.*" 

^< Did ev«r any one hear,'' said Fairfoffd^ ^' of 
an advocate being compelled to return to his task, 
like a collier or a Salter who has deserted hit 
master?'' 

*< I see no reason why he should not,*" said 
Redgauntlet, dryly, << unless on the ground that 
the services of the lawyer are the most expensive 
and least useful of the two.** 

'^ You cannot mean this in earnest,'' said Fair- 
ford ; ** you cannot really mean to avail yourself 
of so poor a contrivance, to eva^e the word 
pledged by your friend, your ghostly father, in 
my bdbalf. I may have been a fool for trusting 
it loo eamly, but think what you must be |f you 
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can abuBe my confidence in tliis manner. I en* 
treat you to reflect that this usage releases me 
from all promises of secrecy or connivance at what 
I am apt to think are very dangerous practices) 
and that— '-^^ 

^ Hark ye, Mr Fairford,** said Bedgauntlet i^ 
<< I must here interrupt you for your owa sake. 
One word of betraying what you may have seen, 
or what you may have suspected, and your 8e> 
elusion is like to have either a very distant or a 
very brief termination ; in either case a most un- 
denrable one. At present, you are sure of being 
at ISierty in a very few days— perhaps much 
sooner.** 

<* And my friend,** said Alan Fairford, ** for 
whose sake I have run myself into this danger, 
what is to become of him P^^Dark and danger^ 
ous man !** he exdaimed^ raising his vcMoe, ^ I 
will not be again cajoled by deoatftd pro- 



** I give you my honour that your friend is 
well,** interrupted Redgauntlet ; << periiaps I may 
permit yob to see him, if you wil but submit widi 
patience to a fate which is inevitaUe.** 
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Bm Alun Fakford^ cpndideriiig his cMfidenoe 
as haying been abufed, first by MaxweU, and 
next by the Priest, raised his yoke, and appeaU 
ed to all the King's lieges within hearing, against 
the riolence with which he was threatened. Ha 
was instantly seized upon by Nixon and two as* 
sistant% who, holding down his arms, and^idea- 
vouring to stop his mouth, were about to hurry 
him away* 

The honest Quaker, who had kept out of 
Bedgauntlet's presence, now eame boldly £ar* 
ward. 

^^ Friend,^ said he, ^* thou dost more than 
thou canst answer. Thou knowest me well, and 
thou art aware that in me thou hast deeply in- 
jured a neighbour, who was dwelling beside thee 
in the honesty and simplicity of his heart.^ 

'< Tush, Jonathan,'' said Redgauntlet; '< talk 
not to me, man ; it is nether the Qraft of a young 
lawyer, nor the simpUcity of an dd hypocrite, 
can drive me from my purpose.'' 

*\ By my faith," smd the Captain, coming for* 
ward in his turn, ^' this is hardly fair, General ; 
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and I doubt,*^ he added, <' whether the wiU of 
my owners can make me a party to such pro- 
ceedings.— -Nay, never fumble with your sword- 
hilt, but out with it like a man, if you are for a 
tildng.*'— He unsheathed his hanger, and conti- 
nued*—** I will neither see my comrade Faurford, 
nor the old Quaker, abused. D^-n all warrants, 
false or true-— curse the justice— confound the 
constable I—and here stands little Nanty Ewart 
to make good what he says against gentle and 
fomple, in ipite of horse-shoe or hom-radish 
either.'* 

The cry of " Down with all warrants P was 
popular in the ears of die miHtia of the inn, and : 
Nanty Ewart was no less so. Fishers, ostlers, 
seamen, smugglers, began to crowd to the spot. 
Crackenthorpe endeavoured in vain to mediate. 
The attendants of Bedgauntlet began to handk 
thdr fire-arms ; but their master shouted to them 
to forbear, and, unsheathing his sword as qmck 
as lightning, he rushed on Ewart in the mid^t 
of his bravade, and struck his weapon from Us 
hand with such force, that it flew three yards 
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from him. Closing with him at the same mc 
ment, he gate him a severe fall, and waved his 
sword over hb head, to shew he was absolutely 
at his mercy. 

*^ There, you drunken vagabond,^ he said, 
^* I give you your l]fe*-*-you are no bad fellow, 
if you could keep from brawling among your 
friends. — But we all know Nanty Ewart,^ he said 
to: the crowd around, with a forgiving laugh, 
which, joined to the awe his prowess had in- 
spired, entirely confirmed their wavering alle- 
giance. 

They shouted, *^ The Laird for ever !^ while 
poor Nanty, rising from the earth, on whose lap 
he had been stretched so rudely, went in quest 
of his hanger, lifted it, wiped it, and, as he re- 
turned the weapon to the scabbard, muttered 
between his teeth, '< It is true they say of him, 
and the devil will stand his friend till his hour 
come ; I will cross him no more.^ 

So saying, he slunk from the crowd, cowed 
and disheartened by his defeat. 

>* For you, Joshua 6eddes,''said Redgauntlet, 



y Google 



984 MAURATltVE. CHAV. VIII. 

approachiiig the Quaker, who, with lifted hands 
and eyes, had beheld the scene of violence, ^' I 
shall take the liberty to arrest thee for a breach 
of peace, altogether unbecoming thy pretended 
principles ; and I believe it will go hard with 
thee both in a Court of Justice and among thine 
own Sodety of Friends, as they call themselves, 
who will be but indifferently pleased to see the 
quiet tenor of ih&i hypocrisy insulted by such 
violent proceedings.* 

*« / violent T said Joshua ; ^* / do aught un- 
becoming the principles of the Friends ! I defy 
thee, man, and I charge th6e, as a Christian, to 
forbear vexing my soul with sudi charges : it is 
grievous enough to me to have seen violences 
which I was unable to prevent^^ 

*' Oh, Joshua, Joshua T said Redgauntlet, 
with a sardonic smile ; ^^ thou light of the faith- 
ful in the town of Dumfiries and the places ad- 
jacent, wilt thou thus fall away from the truth f 
Hast thou not, before us all, attempted to rescue 
a man from the warrant of law ? Didst thou not 
encourage that drunken fellow to draw his 
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weapo]>-'-and didst thou not thyself flourish thy 
cudgel in the cause? Think^st thou that the 
oaths of the injured Peter Peebles^ and the 
conscientious Cristal Nixon, besides those of 
such gentlemen as look on this strange scene, 
who not only put on swearing as a garment, but 
to whom, in Custom-House matters, oaths are 
literally meat and drink,*---doest thou not think, 
I say, that these men^s oaths mO. go farther than 
thy Yea and Nay in this matter F 

^' I will swear to anything,^ said Peter. *^ All 
is fair when it comes to an oath ad iitem.^ 

<< You do me foul wrong,^ sud the Quaker, 
undismayed by the general laugh. ^* I encou« 
raged no drawing of weapons, though I attempt- 
ed to move an unjust man by some use of argu- 
ment*-"! brandished no cudgel, although it may 
be that the ancient Adam struggled within me, 
and caused my hand to grasp mine oaken staff 
firmer than usual, when I saw innocence borne 
down with violence.**-But why talk I what is 
true and just to thee, who hast been a man of 
violence from thy youth upwards ? Let me ra- 
ther speak to thee such language as thou canst 
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oomprehend. Deliver these young men up to 
me,^ he said, when he had led Redgauntlet a 
little apart from the crowd, <* and I will not only 
free thee from the heavy duage of damages which 
thou hast incurred by thine outrage upon my 
property, but I will add ransom for them and 
for myself. What would it profit thee to do the 
youths wrong, by detaining them in captivity ?"" 
<< Mr Geddes,^ said Bedgauntlet, in a tone 
more respectful than he had hitherto used to the 
Quaker, ^ your language is dionterested, and I 
respect the fidelity of your friendship. Periiaps 
we have mistaken each other'^s principles and mo- 
tives ; but if so, we have not at present time for 
explanation. Make yourself easy— -I hope to 
raise your friend Darsie Latimer to a pitch of 
eminence which you will witness with pleasure ; 
«---nay, do not attempt to answer me. The other 
young man shall suffer restraint a few days, pro- 
bably only a few hours,-— it is not more than due 
for his pragmatical interference in what concern- 
ed him not. Do you, Mr Geddes, be so prudaoit 
as to take your horse and leave this place, which 
is growing every moment more unfit for the abcxle 
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of a man of peace. You may wait the eyent in 
safety at Mount Sharon.** 

<< Friend,** replied Joshua, *' I cannot comply 
with thy advice ; I will remain here, eyen as thy 
prisoner, as thou didst but now threaten, rather 
than leave the youth who hath suffered by and 
through me and my misfortunes, in his present 
state of doubtful safety. Wherefore I ^rill not 
mount my ^steed Solomon ; neither will I turn 
his head towards Mount Sharon, until I see an 
end of this matter.** 

'^ A prisoner, then, you must be,** said Red- 
gauntlet ^^ I have no time to dispute the maU 
ter farther with you.— *But tell me for what you 
fix your eyes so attentively on yonder people of 
mine.** 

*^ To speak the truth,*" said the Quaker, « I 
admired to behold among them a little wretch of 
a boy called Benjie, to whom I think Satan has 
given the power of transporting himself where- 
soever mischief is going forward ; so that it may 
be truly said, there is no evil in this land wherein 
he hath not a finger, if not a whole hand.** 
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The boy, who saw thdr eyes fixed on him as 
they spoke, seemed embarrassed, and rather de- 
wousof making his escape; but at a agnal from 
Redgauntlet he adraneed, assuming the sheepish 
look and rusdo manner with which the Jack-an- 
apes ooTered much acuteness and roguery. 

*^ How long have you been with the party, 
sirrah ?^ said Redgauntlet 

^^ Since the raid on the stake-nets,^ said Ben- 
jie, with his finger in his mouth. 

** And what made you follow us ?^ 

*< I dauredna stay at hame for the constables,^^ 
replied the boy. 

** And what have you been doing all this 
time?'* 

^< Doing, sir ?— I dinna ken what ye ca*" doing 
^— I have been doing naething,'* said Benjie; 
then seebg something in Redgauntlet's eye which 
was not to be trifled with, he added, ^ Naething 
but waiting on Maister Cristal Nixon.** 

*< Hum !-— ay — indeed?** muttered Redgaunt* 
let. ** Must Master Nixon bring his own reti- 
nue into the fidd ?— -This must be seen to.'* 
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He was about to pursue his inquiry, when 
Nixon himself came to him with looks of anxious 
haste. ** The Father is come,^ he whispered, 
** and the gentlemen are getting together in the 
largest room of the house, and they desire to see 
you. Yonder is your nephew, too, malung a 
noise like a man in Bedlam.^ 

^< I will look to it all instantly,'' said Red- 
gauntlet <^ Is the Father lodged as I directed ?"" 

Cristal nodded. 

*^ Now, then, for the final tnal,^ said Red- 
gauntlet. He folded his hands— looked up. 
wards— crossed himself— and after this act of 
devotion, (almost the first which any one had ob- 
served him make use of,) he commanded Nixon 
to keep good watch— have his horses and men 
ready for every emergence— Jook after the safe 
custody of the prisoners— Jiiut treat them at the 
same time well and civilly. And these orders 
given, he darted hastily into the house. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



HABAATIVS COKTIKUED. 



Rebgattntlet^s first course was to the cham- 
ber of his nephew. He unlocked the door, e&. 
tered the apartment, and asked what he wanted, 
that he made so much noise. 

^* I want my liberty,^ said Darsie, who had 
wrought himself up to a pitch of passion in which 
his uncle*s wrath had lost its terrors. <' I desire 
my liberty, and to be assured of the safety of my 
beloved friend, Alan Fairford, whose voice I 
heard but now.^ 

<* Your liberty dball be your own within half an 
hoar from this period — ^your friend shall be also 
set at freedom in due time— and you yourself be 
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permitted to have access to his place of confine- 
ment.'*' 

** This does not satisfy me,** said Darsie ; " 1 
must see my friend instantly ; he is here, and 
he is here endangered oh my account only^— t 
have heard violent exclamations-^the dash of 
swords. You will gain no point with me unless 
I have ocular demonstration of his safety.^ 

** Arthur — dearest nephew,** answered Red- 
gauntlet, ^< drive me not mad ! 'Thine own fate 
—that of thy house— >that of thousands — that of 
Britain herself^ are at this moment in the scales ; 
and you are only occupied about the safety of a 
poor insignificant pettifogger !^ 

^' He has sustained injury at your hands, 
then f^ said Darsie, fiercely. ** I know he has ; 
but if so, not even our relationship shall protect 
you.'* 

^< Peace, ungrateful and obstinate fool T said 
Redgauntlet. " Yet stay— Will you be satisfied 
if you see this Alan Fairford— this precious friend 
of your»— well and sound ? — ^Will you, I say, be 
satisfied with seeing him in perfect safety, with* 
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out altemptiog to speak to or comvers^ with bint I 
•—Take hold of my ami, thea^"^ said Redgaunt- 
let ; ** and do you, niece Lilias, take the other ; 
and beware, Sir Arthur^ how you bear your* 
■etf.** 

Darne was compelled to ac qu i e sc e , siiiReienfJy 
aware that his unde would permit him no ioter<« 
view with a friend whose influence would certata^ 
ly be used against his present earnest wishes, and 
inaome measure contented with the assurance ol 
Fairford^s parspnal safety. 

Redgauntlet led them through one or two paa^ 
sages, (for the house, as we have before, said, was 
very irregular, and built at different times,) until 
they entered an apartment» where a mw with 
shouldered carabine kept wgtcb at the dow, but 
readily turned the key for their reception. In 
this room they found Alan Fairford and tkt 
Quaker, apparently in deep conversation wit)| 
each other* They looked up as Redgauntlet and 
his party entered ; and Alan pulled off his ha| 
and made a profound reverence, which the young 
lady, who recognized him,-^though, masked as 
she was, he could not know her,— returiied with 
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some emlnnassmeiit, ttrisang prbbaUy firom te^ 
ocdleoticHi of ^ bold step she had taken ijiTiiiU 
inghim. 

Daraie loBged to spei^, twt dared not His 
unde only said, <* Gentlemen, I knoir you are aa 
anxious oa Mr Darsie Lalimer'^s account as he is 
'upon yours. I am oeoimiflBioned by him to in.' 
form you, that he is as well as you are«— I trust 
you will all meet soon. Meantime, although I - 
cannot suflSer you to be at large, you shall be as 
weirtreated as is postuble under your temporary 
confinement^ 

He passed on, without pausing to hear the an-^: 
swers which the lawyer and the Quaker were has- 
tening to prefer ; and only waving hb hand by 
way of adieu, made his exit, with the real and the« 
seeming lady whom he had under his dbaj^e, 
through a door at the upper end of the apart- 
ment, which was fastened and guarded like^ that 
by which they entered. 

Redgaundet next led the way into a very 
smaU room ; adjoining which, but divided by a 
partition, was one of apparency largor dimen- 
sions ; for they heard the trampling of the heavy 
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boots of the period, as if Beveral persons w&te 
walking to and fix>, and oonversmg in low and 
anxious whispers. 

> <' Here,^ said Bedgauntlet to his nephew, as 
he disencumbered him from the riding-skirt and 
the mask, *^ I restore you to yourself, and trust 
you will lay adde all effeminate thoughts with 
this feminine dress. Do not blush at having 
worn a disguise to which kings and heroes have 
been reduced. It is when female craft or female 
cowardice find th^ way into a manly bosom, that 
he who entertains these sentiments should take 
eternal shame to himself for having done sa 
Follow me, while Lilias remains h^e. I wUl 
introduce you to those whom I jiope to see asso^ 
dated with you in the most glorious cause that 
hand ever drew sword in.^ 

- Darsie paused. " Unde," he siud; ^* my parson 
is in your hands ; but remember, my will is my 
own. I will not be hurried into any resolution 
of importance. Remember what I have already 
said— what I .now repeat— ithat I will take no 
step of importance but upon convic^km.^ 
'^ But canst thou be convinced,thou foolish boy, 
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without hearing and undorstanding the grounds 
on which we act ?" 

So saying, he took Darsie by the arm, and 
walked with him to the next room— a Urge apart- 
ment, partly filled with miscellaneous articles of 
commerce, chiefly connected with contraband 
trade ; where, among bales and barrels, sat, or 
walked to and fro, several gentlemen, whose 
manners and looks seemed superior to the plam 
riding dresses which they wore. 

There was a grave and stem anxiety upon 
thar countenances, whm, on BedgauntWs en* 
trance, they drew from their separate coteries 
into one group around him, and saluted him 
with a formality which had something in it of omi- 
nous melancholy. As Darsie looked around the 
drde, he thought he could discern in it few traces 
of that adventurous hope which urges men upon 
desperate enterprizes ; and began to believe that 
the conspiracy would dissolve of itself, without 
the necessity of his placing himself in direct op- 
position to so violent a character as his unde, 
and incurring the hazard with which such oppo- 
ntion must needs be attended. 
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Mr BtdgftttBtlat, hawewer^ did not, or veukl 
noly ace any siidi marks of depresnon of spirit 
amongst hiseoadjutors, but met them with eheer- 
fal Qountenance, and a warm greetii^ of wel- 
eeme« << Happy to meet you here, my lord,^ he 
Mid, bowing Idw to a stender young man. << I 
trust you come iridi the pledges of your noble 
father, of B » and all that loyal house.— -Sir 
Bichard, what news in the west P I am U^d you 
had two hundred men on foot to have j(»ned when 
the Ifttal retreat from Derby was commenced. 
When the White Standard is agmn^&played, it 
shuU not be turned back so eauly, either by the 
ibroe (tf its enemies, or the falsehood of its friends. 
^i-*Doctor Gruinball, I bow to the representatire 
of Oxford, the mother of learning and loyalty.— 
Pengwinion, you Cornish chough, has this good 
wind blown you north ?«— Ah, my brave Cambro- 
BritonS) when was Wales last in the race of ho- 
nour ?*• 

Such and such'Jike complimeiits he dealt 
around, which were in generid answered by siloit 
bows ; but when he saluted one of his own ooun« 
trymen by the name of MaoEellar, and greeted 
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Maxwcfll of Summertreai by thai of Pate-in- 
Peril, the latter replied, ** that if Fate were not 
a fooly he would be Pate^in-Safety ^ and the 
former, a thin M geDtleman, in tarnished embroi* 
dery, said bluntly, <* Ay, troth, Redgauntlet, I 
am here just like yourself; I have little to lose 
•—they that took my land the last time, may take 
niy life this ; and that is all I care about it*" 

The English gentlemen, who were still in pos- 
sesion of their patemalestates, lodkeddoubtfuUy 
on each other, and there was something whbper- 
ed among tiiem of the ton which had lost his tail. 

Redgauntlet hastened to address them. *' I 
think, my lords and gentlemen,^ he siud, ^^ that 
I can account for something like sadness which 
has crept upon an assembly gathered together for 
so noble a purpose. Our numbers seem, when 
thus assembled, too small and inconsiderable to 
shake the firm-seated usurpation of half a cen* 
tury. But do not count us by what we are 
in thewe and muscle, but by what our summons 
can do among our countrymen, tn this small 
party ate those who have power to raise batta- 
lions, and those who have wealth to pay them. 
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And do not believe our friends who are absent are 
cold or indifferent to. the cause. Let us once 
)ight the signal, and it will be hailed by all who 
retain love for the Stuart, and by all — a more 
numerous body — ^who hate the Elector. Here 
I have letters from * " 

Sir Richard Glendale interrupted the speaker 
** We all confide, Bedgauntlet, in your valour 
and skill — we admiire your perseverance ; and 
probably nothing short of your strenuous exer^ 
tions, and the emulation awakened by your noble' 
and di^nterested conduct, could have brought so 
many of us, the scattered remnant of a disheart- 
ened party, to meet together once again in solemn 
Gonsultaticm ;—for I take it, gentlemen,^ he said> 
looking round, <' this is only a consultation.^^ 

<' Nothing more,^ said the young lord. 

<* Nothing more,^ said Doctor Grumball, 
shaking his large academical peruke. 

And ^^ Only a consultation,^ was echoed by 
the others. 

Bedgauntlet bit his Hp. ** I had hopes,^ he 
said, '^ that the discourses I have held with most 
of you, from time to time, had ripened into 
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more maturity than your words imply, and that 
we were here to execute as well as to deliberate; 
and fbr this we stand prepared. I can ridse five 
hundred men with my whistle.^ 

" Five hundred men l^ said one of the Welsh 
squires; ^^ Cot bless us! and, pray you, what 
cood could five hundred men do ?^ 

*^ All that the priming does for the cannon, 
Mr Meredith,'* answered Redgauntlet ; ** it will 
enable us to seize Carlisle, and you know what 
our friends have engaged for in that case.^ 

** Yes — ^but,*** said the young nobleman, ** you 
must not hurry us on too fast, Mr Bedgauntlet ; 
we are all, I believe, as sincere and true-hearted 
in this business as you are, but we will not be 
driven forward blindfold. We owe caution to 
ourselves and our families, as well as to those 
whom we are empowered to represent, on this 
occasion.**' 

<< Who hurries you, my lord i Who is it that 
would drive this meeting forward blindfold P I 
do not understand your lordship,'' said Hed^ 
gauntlet. 

<< Nay," said Sir Richard Glendale, '' at least 
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do not let US fall under our dd reproach of dis- 
agreaBg among ourselTes. What mj lord means, 
Redgauntlet, is, that we hare this mormng heard 
it is uncertain whether you could even bring that 
body of men whom you count upon ; your 
countryman, Mr MacKellar, seemed, just before 
you came in, to doubt whether your peofde would 
rise in any force^ unless you could produce the 
liuthority of your nephew.^ 

«< I might ask,^ said Bedgaundet, << what 
right MacKellar, or any one, has to doubt my 
being able to accomplish what I stand pledged 
for ?-^But our hopes con^st in our unity.— Here 
stands my nephew. Gentlemen, I present to 
you my kinsman, Sir Arthur Darde Redgauntlet 
of that Ilk.'' 

<< Gentlemen,^ said Darsie, with a throbbing 
bosom, for he £elt the crisis a. very painful one, 
« allow me to say, that I suspend expresang my 
sentiments on the important subject under dis- 
cuscdon, until I have heard those of the {M^sent 
meeting.^ 

f ' Proceed in your deliberations, gentlemen,^ 
said Redgauntlet; ^* I will shew my nephew 
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micli reasons for aoquiescifig in the reisult, as will 
entirely remove any scruples which may hang 
around his ndnd*^ 

Dr Grumbali now coughed, ** shook his am- 
brosial curls,^ and addressed the assemldy. 

<< The principles of Oxford,^ he said, *^ are 
well understood, since ^e was the last to resign 
herself to the Arch*(Jsurpep-Hunee she has con* 
demned, by h«r soverdgn authority, the blas- 
phemous, atheistical, and anarchical tenets of 
Locke, and other deluders of the pubKc mind. 
Oxford wQl give men, money, and countenance, 
to tbe cause of the rightful monarch. But we 
have been often deluded by foreign powers, 
who have availed themselves of our zeal to sdr 
up civfl dissenaons in Britain, not for the ad- 
vantage of our blessed though banished monarch, 
but to stir up disturbances by which they might 
profit, while we, their tools, are sure to be ruined. 
Oxibid, therefore, will not rise, unless our Sove^ 
reign comes in person to clum our allegiance, 
in which case, God forbid we ^uld refuse him 
o«r best obedience.^ 
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^ It is a very oood advke^^ said Mr Meiet- 
dith. 

<< In truth,'' said Sir Richard Glendale, <« it 
is the very key-stone of our enterprize, and the 
only pondition upon which I myself and others^ 
could ever have dreamt of taking up arms. No 
insurrection which has not Charles Edward him- 
self at its head, will ever last longer than till a 
jungle foot-company of red-coats march to dis- 
perse it.'' 

*' This is my own opinion, and that of all my 
family," said the young nobleman already men- 
tioned; ^Vand I own I am somewhat surprised 
at bdng summoned to attend a dangerous ren- 
dezvous such as this, before something certain 
could have been stated to us on this most import- 
ant preliminary point" 

<' Pardon me, my lord," said Redgauntlet ; 
<* I have not been so unjust ^ther to myself or 
my friends — I had no means of communicating 
to our distant confederates (without the greatest 
risk of discovery) what is known to some of my 
honourable friends. As couragepus, and as re- 
aolved, as when, twenty years once, he threw 
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himself into the wlds of Moidart, Charles Ed- 
ward has instantly complied with the wishes of 
his fmthful' subjects. Charles Edward is in this 
country — Charles Edward b in this house !-* 
Charles Edward waits but your present decision, 
to receive the homage of those who have ever 
called themselves his loyal liegemen. He that 
would now turn his coat, and change his note, 
must do so under the eye of his Sovereign.^ 

There was a deep pause. Those among the 
conspirators whom -mere habit, or a desire of 
preserving coneistency , had engaged in the affair, 
now saw with terror their retreat cut off; and 
others, who at a distance had regarded the pro- 
posed entierprize as hopeful, trembled when the 
moment of actually embarking in it was thus un- 
expectedly and almost inevitably, precipitated. 

^^ How now, my lords and gentlemen T^ said 
Bedgauntlet ; *' Ib it delight and rapture that 
keeps you thus silent? where are the eager wel- 
comes that should be paid your rightful King, 
who a second time confides his person to the 
care of his subjects, undeterred by the hair- 
breadth escapes and severe privations of his for- 
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nwr expedition ? I hope there is no geatieBiaii 
here that is not ready to redeem, in his Pkinoe^s 
presence, the pledge of fidelit j which he offered 
in his absence ?^ 

'^ I, at least/ said the young noUeman, reso- 
lutely, and laying his hand on his sword, ^ will 
not be thatooward. If Charles ia oome to these 
siKwes, I will be the first to g^ve him welcome, 
and to derote my life and fortune to his Bemct^ 

'' Before Cot,"* said Mr Meredith, ^^Ido not 
see that Mr Redcantlet has left us anything else 
todo."* 

^^ Stay,^ said Summertrees, ^^ there is yel one 
other qaestion* Has he brought any of those 
Irish rapparees with him, who broke the nedt of 
our last glorious affair P* 

^* Not a man of them,'' said Redgauntlet. 

'< I trust,'' said Dr GrumbaU, << that tbcsne are 
no Catholic priests in hif^ company. IwouMnoi 
intrude on the private omscience of my Sove- 
reign, but, as an unworthy son of the Church 
of England, it is my duty to oon^der her se- 
curity." 

^* Not a Popish dog or cat is there, to bark or 



y Google 



NARKATIVE. CHAP. IX. 3fi5 

mew about his Majesty/' said Rcdgaumlet. 
<< Old Shaftesbury hunsclf could not wish a 
pcinee^s person more secure from Popeiy-^^rhich 
may not be the worst reli^n in the worlds not- 
withstanding. — ^Any more doubts^ g^tlemen i 
can no more plausible reasons be discovered foe 
postponing the payment of our duty^ and dis- 
diarge of our oaths and engi^;ements i Mean- 
time your King waits your declaration^— by my 
faith he hath but a frozen reception !^ 

<< Bedgauntle^,'' said Sir Richard Glendal^ 
calmly, ^< your reproaches shall not goad me into 
anything of which Yny reason disapproves. That 
I respect my engagement as much as you do, is 
evident, sinpe I am here> ready to support it 
with the best bipod in my veins. But has th^ 
King really come hither entirely unattended T 

^< He has no man with him but young i ^ 

as aide-de-camp, and a angle valet-de-chambre.^ 

^< No man ; — but, Bedgauntlet, as you are ft 
gentleman, has he no woman with him ?" 

Bedgauntlet cast bis eyes on the ground and 
replied, *^ I am sorry to say— -he has.^ 

The company looked at each other, and re« 
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maincd silent for a moment. At length Sir 
Richard proceeded. *< I need not repeat to you, 
Mr Bedgauntlet, what is the well-grounded opi- 
nion of his Majesty^s friends concerning that 
most unhappy connection; there is but one 
sense and feeling amongst us upon the subject 
I must conclude that our humble remonstrances 
were communicated by you, sir, ixt the Eling ?* 

'< In the same strong terms in which they 
were couched,^ replied Redgauntlet '^ I love 
his Majesty's cause more than I fear hb displea- 
sure/' 

'^ But, apparently, our humble expostulation 
has produced no effect This lady, who has 
crept into his bosom, has a sister in the Elector 
of Hanover^s Court, and yet we are well assu- 
red that every point of our most private commu- 
nication is placed in her keeping." 

** Varium et mutabUe semper Jemmay* said 
Dr Grumball. 

** She puts hb secrets into her work-bag,** 
said Maxwell ; '* and out they fly whenever she 
opens it. If I must hang, I would wish it to be 
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iQ somewhat a better rope fhan the suing of a 
ladj^js hussey.'' 

^^ Are you, too, turning 4astard, Maxwell T 
said Redgauntlet, in a whisper. 

" Not I," said Maxwell ; « let us fight for it, 
and let them win and wear us ; but to be b^tray^ 

ed by a brimstone like that ** 

. /^ Be temperate, gentlemen,^' said Redgaunt- 
let ; *' the foible of which you complain so hea- 
vily has always been that of kings and heroes ; 
which I feel strongly confident the King will 
surmount, upon the humble entreaty of his best 
servants, and when be sees them ready to peril 
their all in his cause, upon the slight condition 
of his reagning the society of a female favourite, 
pi which I have seen reason to think he h^ 
been himself for some time wearied. But let us 
not press upon him rashly with our weU-meant 
aeal. He has a princely will, as becomes his 
princely birth, and we gentlemen, who are royal- 
ists, should be the last to take advantage of cir- 
cumstances to limit its exercise. I am as much 
surprised and hurt as you can be, to find that he 
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has noade her the companion of thb journey, in- 
creasing every chance of treachery and detection. 
But do not let us insist upon a sacrifice so humi- 
liating, while he has scarce placed a foot upon the 
beach of his kingdom. Let us act generously 
by our Sovereign ; and when we have shewn 
what we will do for him/ we will be able, wil)i 
better face, to state what it is we expect him to 
coiwede." 

<* Indeed, I think it is but a pity," said Mac- 
Kellar, ^< when so many pretty gentlemen are 
got together, that they should part without the 
Hash of a sword among them." 

^^ I should be of that gentleman's opimon," 
said Lord -'*— , ^^ had I nothing to lose but my 
life ; but I frankly own, that the conditions, on 
which our family agreed to join having been, in 
this instance, left unfulfilled, I will not pieril the 
whole fortunes of our house on the doubtful fi- 
delity of an artful woman." 

*^ I am sorry to see your lordship," said Red- 
gauntlet, *' take a course, which is more like to 
secure yoUr house's wealth than to augment its 
honours.^ 
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*< Hour am I to understand your language, 
sir ?^ said the young nobleman, haughtily. 

'< Nay, gentlemen,^ said Dr Grumball, inter- 
poong, *< do not let friends quarrel ; we are all 
zealous for the cause — but truly, although I 
know the licence claimed by the great in such 
matters, and can, I hope, make due allowance, 
there is, I may say, an indecorum in a prince who 
comes to claim the allegiance of the Church of 
England, arrivinjg on such an errand with such 
a companion — si non cct$ii^ cautiy iaiHenJ^ 

*< I wonder how the Churchof England came 
to be so heartily attached to his merry old name^ 
sake,^ said RedgauntleL 

Sir Richard Glendale then took up the ques- 
tion, as one whose authority and experience gave 
him right to speak with much weight. 

** We have no leisure for hesitation,^ he said i 
^^ it is full time that we decide what coarse we 
are to hold. I feel as much as you, Mr Red- 
gauntlet, the delicacy of capitulating with our 
Sovereign in his present condition. But I must 
also think of the total rain of the cause, the con- 
fiscation and bloodshed which will take place 
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among his adherents^ and all through the infatu- 
ation with which he adheres to a woman who b 
the pensionary of the present minister, as she 
was for years Sir Robert Walpole^s. Let his 
Mstjesty send her back to the continent, and th^ 
sword on which I now lay my hand shall instant- 
ly be unsheathed, and, I trusty many hundred 
others at the same moment.^ 

The other persons present testified their una- 
nimous acquiescence in what Sir Bichard Glen- 
dale had said. 

<< I see you have taken your resoluticms, gen- 
tlemen,^ said Redgauntlet ; '^ unwisely I think, 
because I believe that, by softer and more gene- 
rous proceedings, you would have been more 
likely to carry a point which I think as desi- 
rable as you do. But what is to be done if 
Charles should refuse, with the inflexibility of 
his grandfather, to comply with this request of 
yours P Do you mean to abandon him to his 
fate r 

'< God forbid r said Sir Richard, hastily; 
'^ and God forgive you, Mr Redgauntlet, for 
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hreatUng such a thought No ! I for one will, 
with all duty and humility, see him safe back to 
his vessel, and defend him with my life against 
whomsoever shall assail him. But when I hav« 
seen his sails spread, my next act will be to se- 
cure, if I can, my own safety, by retiring to my 
house ; or, if I find our engagement, as is too 
probable, has taken wind, by surrendering my-> 
self to the next Justice of Peace, and giving se* 
curity that hereafter I shall live quiet, and sub- 
mit to the ruling powers.^ 

Agiun the rest of the persons present intima- 
ted their agreement in opinion with the speaker. 

<^ Well, gentlemen,^^ said Bedgauntlet, ^^ it is 
not for me to oppose the opinicm of every one ; 
and I must do you the justice to say, that the 
King has, in the present instance, neglected a 
condition of your agreement which was laid be- 
fore him in very distinct terms. The question 
now is, who is to acquaint him with the result of 
this conference ? for I presume you would not 
wait on him in a body to make the proposal, that 
he should dismiss a person from his family as the 
price of your allegiance/^ 
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.'^' I tfamk Mr BedgaUDtlet should make the 
e3q3lanation^^^said Lord — — . *^ As he has, doubt- 
less, done justice to our remonstrances by com- 
muBicating them to the King, no one can, with 
such propriety and force, state the natural and 
inevitable consequence of their bdng neglected. 

<' Now, I think,"" said Redgauntlet, <' that 
those who make the objection should statcf it ; for 
I am confident the King will hardly beUeve, on 
less authority than that of the heir x)f the lojFal 
House of B , that he is the first to seek an 
eTaaon of his pledge to join him.^ 

^ An evarion, sir T repeated Lord ——^9 fierce- 
ly. <^ I have borne too much from you already, 
and this I will not endure. Favour me with your 
company to the downs yonder.^^ 

Redgauntlet laughed scornfully^ and wasabout 
to foUow the fiery young man, when Sir Richard 
again interposed. ^* Are we to exhibit,^ he said, 
^^ the last symptoms of the dissolution of our 
party, by turning our swords against each other ? 
-—Be patient, Lord ■ ■■ ; on such conferencies 
as this, much must pass unquestioned which 
might brook challenge elsewhere. Thf re is a pri* 
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vilege of party as of parliai»eiit — men cannot, in 
emergency^ stand upon picking phrasefl.—- Gen- 
tlemen, if you will extend your confidence in me 
so far, I will wait upon his Majesty, and I hope 
my Lord *-*- and Mr ILcdgauntletwill accom. 
pany me. I trust the explanation, of this unplea* 
sant. matter will prove entirely satbfactoiy, and 
that we shall find ourselves at liberty to render 
our homage to our Sovereign .without, reserve, 
when I for one will be the first to peril all in his 
just quarrel.^- 
• Redgauntlet at once stef^d forward. ** My 
lord,^ he said, ^* if my zeal made me say any- 
thing in the slightest degree offiamve, I wish it 
unsaid, and ask your pardon. A gaitleman can 
do; no more." 

^' I could not have asked Mr Bedgailntlet to 
do 80 much,** said the young nobleman, willing- 
ly accepting the hand which Redgauntlet ofered. 
<^ Iknow noman living from whom I could take 
so much reproof without a sense of degradation 
as from himself.'V 

<< Let me then hope, my lord, that you will go 
with Sir Richard and me to the presence. Your 
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warm blood will heat our zeal-— our colder re- 
solves will temper yours.** 

The youDg lord smiled, and shook His head; 
*< Alas ! Mr Redgauntlet," he said, << I am 
ashamed to say, that in zeal you surpass us alL 
But I will not refuse this mission, provic&ng you 
will permit Sir Arthur, your nephew, also to ac- 
company us." 

" My nephew !'* said Redgauntlet, and seemed 
to hesitate, then added, ^* Most certainly.— I 
trust,** he said, looking at Darsie, ^^ he will bring 
to his Princess presence such sentiments as fit the 
occasion.'* 

It seemed, however, to Darsie, that his uncle 
would rather have left him behind,* had he not 
feared that he might in that case have been in* 
fluenoed by, or might perhaps himdelf influence, 
the unresolved confederates with whom he must 
bare associated during his absence. 

** I will go,*' said Redgauntlet, « and request 
admission.** 

In a moment after he returned, and without 
speaking, motioned for the young nobleman to 
advance. He did so, followed by Sir Richard 
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Glendale and Darsie, Redgauntlet bimself bring- 
ing up the rear. A short passage, and a few 
steps, brought them to the door of the tem- 
porary presence-chamber, in which the Royal 
Wanderer was to receive their homage. It was 
the upper loft of one of those cottages which 
made additions to the Old Inn, poorly fur- 
nished, dusty, and in disorder ; for rash as the 
enterprize might be considered, they had been 
still careful not to draw the attention of strangers 
by any particular attentions to the personal ac- 
commodation of the Prince. He was seated, 
when the deputies, as they might be termed, of 
hisremdning adherents entered ; and as he rose, 
and came forward and bowed, in acceptance of 
their salutation, it was with a dignified courtesy 
which at once supplied whatever was deficient in 
external pomp, and converted the wretched gar- 
ret into a saloon worthy of the occasion. 

It is needless to add, that he was the same per- 
sonage already introduced in the character of 
Father Buonaventure, by which name he was dis- 
tinguished at Fairladies. His dress was not diffe- 
rent from what he then wore, excepting that he 
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had a loose riding-coat of camlet^ under which he 
carried an eflScient cut4ind«llirust sword, instead 
of his walking rapier, and also a pair of pistols. 

Redgauntlet presented to him succe«dvely the 
young Lord , and his kinsman. Sir Arthmr 
Darsie Redgauntlet, who trembled as, bowing 
and kisnng his hand, he found himself surprised 
into what might be construed an act of high trea- 
son, which yet he saw no safe means to avoid. 

Sir Richard Glendale seemed personally known 
to Charles Edward, who received him with a 
mixture of dignity and affection, and seemed to 
sympathize with the tears which rushed into that 
g^tleman^'s eyes as he bid his Majesty wrelcome 
to his native kingdom. 

^' Yes, my good Sir Richard,^ said the unfor- 
tunate Prince, in a tone melancholy yet resolved, 
*< Charles Edward is with his faithful friends once 
more-^not, perhaps, with his former gay hopes 
which undervalued danger, but with the same 
determined contempt of the worst whicb can be- 
fall him, in cliumiog his own rights and those of 
hiscountry.^ 
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•* I rejoice, sire^-«nd yet, alas ! I must also 
grieve, to see you once more on the British 
shores,'^ said Sir Bichard Glendale, and stopped 
short— a tumult of contradictory feelings pre- 
venting his'farther utterance. 

^^ It is the call of my faithful and suJSering 
people which alone could have induced me to take 
once more the sword- in my hand. For my own 
part, Sir Richard,' when I have reflected how 
many of my loyal and devoted, friends perished 
by' the sword and by proscription, <h* died indi- 
gent and neglected in a foreign land, I have 
often sworn that no view to my personal; aggran- 
dizement should again iqduce me to agitate a 
title which has cost my followers so dear. But 
since so many men of worth and honour conceive 
the cause of England and Scotland to be linked 
with that of Charles Stuart, I must follow their 
brave example, and, laying aside all other consi* 
deirations, once more stand forward as their deli- 
verer. I am, however, come hither upon your 
invitation ; and as you are so completely acquaint- 
ed with circumstances to which my absence must 
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meoessarily have rendered me a strange, I must 
be a mere tool in the hands of my friends. I 
know well I never can refer myself implicitly td 
more loyal hearts or wiser heads, dian Herries 
Redgauntlet, and Sir Richard Glendale. Give 
me your advice, then, how we are to proceed, and 
decide upon the fate of Charles Edward.^ 

Redgauntlet looked at Sir Richard, as if to 
8ay, *^ Can you press any additional or ubplea- 
sant condition at a moment like this ?^ And the 
other shook his head and looked down, as if his 
resolution was unaltered, and yet as feeling all 
the delicacy of the situation. 

There was a silence, which was broken by the 
unfortunate representative of an unhappy dy- 
nasty, with some appearance of irritation. ^* This 
is stiange, gentlemen,^ he said ; '^ you have sent 
for me from the bosom of my family, to head an 
adventure of doubt and danger ; and when I 
come, your own minds seem to be still irresolute. 
I had not expected this on the part of two sucli 
men.'*' 

^< For me, sire,'' said Redgauntlet, << the steel 
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of my sword is not truer than the temper of my 
mind.'* 

" My Lord ■■ ■ * s and mine are equally so^'* 
saijd Sir Richard ; " but you had in charge, Mx 
Redgauptlet, to convey our request to his Ma- 
jesty, coupled with certain condidons." 

/^ And I discharged my duty to his Majesty 
and to you,'' said Redgauntlet 

<< I looked at no condition, gentlemen," said 
their King with dignity, ^^ save that which called 
me here to assert my rights in person. TTiat I 
have fulfilled at no common risk. Here I stand 
to keep my word, and I expect of you to be true 
to yours." 

^^ There was, or should have been, something 
nipre than that in our proposal, please your Ma^ 
jesty," said Sir Richard. " There was a condi- 
tion annexed to it." 

^^ I saw it not," said Charles, interrupting 
him. ^* Out of tenderness towards the noble 
hearts of whom I think so highly, I would neither 
see npr read anything which could lessen them in 
my love and my esteem. Conditions can have 
no part betwixt Prince and subject." 

17 
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<< Sire," said Redgauntlet, knediDg on one 
knee, *^ I see from Sir Richard's countenance 
he deems it my fault that your Majesty seems 
ignorant of what your subjects desired that I 
should communicate to your Majesty. For,Hea- 
yen's sake i for the sake of all my past services 
and sufPerings, leave not such a stain upon my 
honour ! The note, Number D., of which this is 
a copy, referred to the punful subject to which 
Sir Richard again directs your attention/* 

" You press upon me, gentlemen,'' said the 
Prince, colouring highly, ^* recollections, whicb, . 
as I hold them most alien to your character, I 
would willingly have banished from my memory. 
I did not suppose that my loyal subjects would 
think so poorly of me, as to use my depressed cir- 
cumstances as a reason for forcing themselves 
into my domestic privacies, and stipulating ar- 
rangements with their King regarding matters, 
in which the meanest hinds claim the privilege 
of thinking for themselves. In aflairs of state 
and public policy, I will ever be guided as be« 
comes a pnnce, by the advice of my wisest coun- 
sellors; in those which regard my private affec- 
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tions, and my domestic arrangements, I claim 
the same freedom of will which I allow to all 
my subjects, and without which a crown were 
less worth wearing than a beggary's bonnet^^ 

*^ May it please your Majesty,^ said Sir Rich- 
ard Glendak, ^^ I see it must be my lot to speak 
unwilling truths ; but believe me, I do so with as 
much profound respect as deep r^et It is 
true, we have called you to head a mighty un- 
dertakingy and that your Majesty, preferring 
honour to safety, and the love of your country 
to your own ease, has condescended to become 
our leader. But we also pointed out as a neees^ 
sary and indispensable preparatory step to the 
achievement of our purpose— *and, I must say, as 
a positive condition of our engaging in it— that 
an individual, supposed,^-*! presume not to guess 
how truly,*— to have your Majesty^s more intimate 
confidence, and believed, I will not say on abso- 
lute proof, but upon the most pregnant suspidon, 
to be capable of betraying that confidence to the 
Elector of Hanover, should be removed from 
your royal household and society,^ 
9 
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** This is too insolent, Sir Richard P said 
Charles Edward. ^^ Have you inveigled me into 
your power to bait me in this unseemly manner? 
— And you, Bedgauntlet, why did you suffer 
matters to come to such a. point as this, without 
making me more disttncdy aware what insults 
were to. be practised on me ?'^ 

^^ My gracious Prince,"^ said Redgauntlet, << I 
am so far to blame in this, that I did not think 
so slight an impediment as that of a woman's so- 
ciety could have really interrupted an ufiderta^ 
king of this magnitude. I am a plain man. Sire, 
and speak but bluntly ; I could not have dreamt 
but what, within the first five minutes of this in- 
terview, either Sir Richard and his friends would 
have ceased to insist upon a condition so ungrate 
ful to your Majesty, or that your Majesty would 
li^ve sacrificed this unhappy attachment; to ^he 
jsound advice, or even to the oirer-ansuous sus- 
picions, of so many faithful subjects; I saw no 
entanglement in such a difiiculty, which on either 
.side might not hiive been bj^pken diroqgh like a 
cobweb.'' 
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« You were mtstaken, mr^^ flotd Charks Ed-* : 
vard, ^^entiidyimstakeiHitivasBiudi soaayoti are 
at thb moment, when you think in your heart 
my refusal to comply with this insolent pcopo»^ 
tion is dictated by a childish and romantic passion 
fiir this^individuaL I tell jrou, sir, I could piart 
with that indiTidual tiMnorrow, without an in« 
stant^a regKCt--«that I have had thoughts of dis^ 
missing her &om my court, fiar reasons known to 
myself; but that I will never betray my rights 
asa sovGxeign and a man, by taking thb step to 
securethe£«rour of any one, or to purchase that 
allegiance whidi, if you owe it to me at all, is 
due to me as my birth-ri^t.^ 

^< I am Sony for this,^ said Redgauntlet ; ^ I 
hope both your Majesty and Sir Bichard will 
reoonmder your resoluticms, or forbear thb dia- 
cusfflon, in a conjuncture so pressing. I trust 
your Majesty will recollect that you are on hos» 
tile ground; that our preparations cannot bmf% 
so far escaped notice as to penmt us now with 
safety to retreat fieom our purpose ; insomuch, 
thatitbwkh the deepest anxiety of heart I fon> 

VOL. III. s 
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fee eiven danger to your own royal penon^ unless 
you can generously give your subjects the satis- 
faction^ which Sir Richard seems to think they 
are obstinate in demanding.^ 

<< And deep indeed your anxiety ought to be,*** 
said the Prince. *^ Is it in these drcumstances 
of personal danger in which you expect to orer. 
come a resolution, which is founded on a sense of 
what is due to me as a man or a prince ? If the 
axe and scaffold were ready before the windows 
of Whitehall, I would rather tread the same path 
with my great-grandfather, '.than concede the 
slightest point in which my honour is concerned.^ 

He spoke these words with a determined ac- 
cent, and looked around him on the compaiiy, 
all of whom (excepting Dar8ie,.who saw, he 
thought, a fair period to a most perilous enter- 
prize) seemed in deep anxiety and confusion. At 
length. Sir Richard spoke in a solemn and me* 
lancholy tone. 

** If the safety,^ he said, <^ of poor Richard 
Glendale were alone concerned in this matter, I 
have never Valued my life enough to weigh it 
against the slightest point of your Majesty^s ser- 
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▼ice. But I am but a messenger— acommisnoner,' 
who must execute my trust, and upon whom a 
thousand voices will cry Curse and woe, if I do 
it not with fidelity. All of your adherents, even 
Redgauntlet himself, see certain ruin to this'en* 
terprize — the greatest danger to yourMajesty^s 
person— the utter destruction of all your party 
and friends,' if they insist not on the point, which, 
unfortunately, your Majesty is so unwilling to 
concede. I speak it with a heart full of anguish 
-^with'a tongue unable to utter my emotions— 
but it must be spoken— the fatal truth-«-that if 
your royal goodness cannot yield to us a boon 
which we hold necessary to our security and 
your own, your Majesty "with one word disarms 
ten thousand men^ ready to draw their swords in 
your behalf; or, to speak yet more plainly, you 
annihilate even the semblance of a royal party in 
Great Britain." 

" And why do you not add,'' said the Prince,' 
scornfully, *' that the' men who have been ready 
to assume arms in my behalf, will atone for their 
treason to the Elector, by delivering me up to 
the fate for which so many proclamations have 
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destined me? Cfurry ipy heed to jSt fTanijBp^g, 
gentlemen ; ypii i^^Ul do a mpre mso«|>ta]t)le imd ip 
moxe bonimreble «(Btiop, tbW) havji^ mvi^led 
me into a fiituiOiap vjiicli places me «p ^mpletelf 
in yoqr power^ tP d^hopour your^Vfs by p^ 
pontions y^jmk disbopomr m^^ 

<< My iQod, fir? r ex^iwed Sir i^ 
ingbi$ hftPd^ t9g^ther« in i^pa^eii^t <^of viiat 
great m4 w^q>i4b)9 wmie ipan your Maj^y'9 
anoestcars hav(B beep gl41ty« t^iit th^y have b^en 
pum4^ by tbe Anfljptipn of j^di^ bUndwtp on 
their iFhp}^ g^i^ef)!^^ laeCofne, my I^prd ^f-rt-, 
we muBt to pur fri^ndj9«^ 

" By yopr l^v^, g>ir ]gjcbard,'* ^lud tb^ young 
nohlmm9 ^* na^ till yf^ )i^v^ l^urped wblM^ mea* 
i^m^ can be takm for Wf ^fcaie^^y'8 p^rptpnal 
safety,"" 

« C^r^ ^M>t for me, young nwMi," i^aid Charley 
Edward ; *^ when I was in the society pf High- 
land robbers ^ cattle-fcbpyers, I was >af(er than 
I now hold myself ^Mnpng the n^pr^sentatiTes of 
the best blood ip Epghwd^m-J^arewell, g^tle- 
miMi-r-I inll shift for myself,^ 

" This rnusJ n^v#r J^,'' mi H?dgaumlet 
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*^ Let me that brought you to the point of dan- 
ger, at least provide for your safe retreat.^^ 

So saying, he hastily left the apartment, fol- 
lowed by his nephew. The Wanderer, averting 
his eyes fnnn Lord -— — and Sir Bichard Glen^ 
dale, threw himsdf into a seat at the upper end 
<^ the apartment^. vtVUe they, io much anxiety, 
stood together, at a distance from him, and con. 
versed in whiqpers. 
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CHAPTER X- 

KABBATITB COKTIKU|BD. 

When Redgauntlet left the room, in haste 
and disoomposure, the first person he met on the 
stair, and indeed so dose by the door of the 
apartment that Dareie thought he must ha^e been 
listenbg there, was his attendant Nixon. 

*^ What the devil do you here ?^ he said, 
abruptly and sternly. 

** I wait your orders,^ said Nxon. •* I hope 
alPs right ?«->excuse my zeal** 

** All is wrong, sir— Where is the seafaring 
fellow— Ewart— what do ye call him ?** 

" Nanty Ewart, sir— I will carry your com- 
mands,^ said Nixon. 
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« I will deliver them, myfldf to lum/' said 
Bedgauntlet; << call him hither.'' 

'< But should your honour leave the presence P"* 
said Nixon, still lingering. 

*< ^Sdeath, sir, do' you prate to me ?'' said Red- 
gauntlet, bending his brows. '^ I, sir, transact 
my own business; you, I am told, act by arag- 
ged deputy/' ' 

Without farther answer, Nixon departed, nu 
ther disconcerted) as it seemed to Darsie. - 

'* That dog turns insolent and lazy," said 
Bedgauntlet ; *^ but I must bear with him fixr a 
while." 

A moment after, Nixon returned with Ewart 

<< Is this the smuggling fellow T demanded 
Bedgauntlet 

Nixon nodded. • > / . 

<^ Is he sober now ?— he was brawling anon." 

*' Sober enough for business,^ said Nixon. 

<( Well then, hark ye, Ewart-— man your boat 
with your best hands, and have. her by the'{ner 
—get your other fellows on board the brig^— if 
you have any cargo left throw it overboard, it 
shall be all paid, five times over—and be ready 
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for a »tari to Wdes or the H^biides, or pcrbaps 
for Sweden or Norway.'' 
Swsavl aiiswwcd^ anUody enoug^v ^ Ay, ay, 

^Qo whb him, Nixon/' iaid Bcdgaimtlet, 
fbici^g binself to qpnk wkh flone appe^nnoe o^ 
cwdiafity to the scnant wkh whom he was of* 
fended ; *< see he does his duty/' 

Ewari left the howae wllady^ foUomd by 
Nixon. The sailor was jnsi in ihat spoaes of 
drunken humour winds made hias jealous, pss- 
■oaate^ aad tradbleBoo]e,.widiont sbewii^ ssiy 
otho* disorder than that of irritability. As ha 
walked towaidathe beach he kept muttamg to 
himaatf> but in audi n tone that his companion 
lost not a word, << Smuggling feUow^<MAy^4raiiiy. 
gler — end, start your caigo into the we and 
be ready fa atari fior the HdMrides, or Sweden 
-—or the distil X auppaaew—Well, and what if 
I mik in aiisrarer<-*R€bdk--<Jaeofasle*-»ti«tor^ 
I'll msjke you and your d— -<1 confcdcratea walk 
the jphnk-^ hare asen better men da k*-4ia^ 
a-soDie of a mooHng-^pwhen I waa aesosa the 
Lmc^" 
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. ^* D-^ ttnhmidaotloe terms dioBe Redgmii^ 
used to you, brother/' said Nilon. 

*^ Which da you mfftti V' said Bwart, stardtig, 
and recoUectiiq^ hnnself. ^^ I bare been at my 
old trade of thinking dood, have I ?* 

^< No matter,^ answered Nimn, '< none bot a 
iriend heasd you. You eaoDot have Ibrgotten 
Yucm Redgauntlet disarBoed you this monritig.^ 

^ Why I would bear no malice about diafe^ 
only- he is fio» ctveedly high and mxkey^ said 
Ewart . > - . 

^ And then," smd Nbum, ^ I know yocr for a 
true-bearted Proteetast^ 

^ That I am, by G-^** sad Bwart. '^ No, the 
Spamarda coidd never get my re%km from me.** 

^ And a ffiend to Sing George^ and the Ha- 
noyer line of succesaon," said Nixon, still walk* 
ing^and spsdking Tety slofw* 

<^ Y<« magr sweir I am, eaEcepting in Ae way 
of bnmess^ m Twtnpeimy soys. I lilte Eitig 
Greorge, but i eaft\ aSbri to ipxf duUesi^ 

*• You ai^e outlawed, I believe,'' said Nixon. 

'' Am 1 ?---lhith I b^Kve I am,^ and Ewort. 
^^ I wish I weve inlawed again with aU my heart 
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—But came along, we must get all ready for our 
peremptory gentleman, I suppose.** 

<< I will teach you a bettar trick,^^ said Nixon. 
^' There is a bloody pack of rebels yonder/' 

'^ Ay, we all know that,^ said the smuggler ; 
<< but the snow-ball's melting, I think.'' 

*^ There is some one yonder, whose head is 
worth-^thirty— -thousand — pounds— of sterling 
money," said Nixon, pauedng between each word, 
as if to enforce the magnificence of the sum. 

'< And what of that ?" sud Ewart, quickly. 

*< Only that if, instead of lying by the.jner 
with your men on their oars, if you will just 
carry your boat on board just now, and take no 
nodce of any signal from the shore, by 6— d, 
Nanty Ewart, I will make a man of you for 
life." 

<< Oh, ho ! then> the JaooUte geatry are not 
so safe as they think themsdyes," said Nanty. 

^' In an hour or two,^ replied Nixon, <^ they 
will be made safer in Carlisle Castle." 

" The devil ihey will!" said Ewart; " and 
you have been the informer, I suppose?" 

^* Yes; I have been ill paid for my service 
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amongtheBedgauntleUk-have scarce got dog's 
wages— and been treated worse than ever dog 
was used. I have the old fox and his cubs in 
the same trap now, Nanty ; and we'll see how a 
certain young lady will look then. You see I 
am frank with you, Nanty.** 

** And I will be as frank with you,** said the 
smuggler ; << you are a d---d old traitor--^traitor 
to the man whose bread you eat ! Me help to 
betray poor devils, that have been so often be- 
trayedmyself!— NotiftheywereahundredPopes, 
Devils, and Pretenders. I will back and tell 
them their danger*— they are part of cargo— re- 
gularly invoiced — ^put under my charge by the 
owners— m back— *' 

<* You are not stark mad ?'' sud Nixon, who 
now saw he had miscalculated in supposing 
Nant/s wild ideas of honour and fidelity could 
be diaken even by resentment, or by his Pro- 
testant partiaUties. ^* Ydu shall not go back--^ 
it is all a joke/' 

*^ rU back to Redgauntlet, and see whether 
it is a joke he will laugh at** 

T 
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"^ M y Hfe it kM if j«a do,"" Mid Nhum^ 
•^ hear i trnon /' 

Th^ tvtr^ i« II eluiiqp <ir cinster of tall f^^ 
At the flMMiit thty wen tpeAmg^ AhsrM bitf 
way btftwieen the pfcr add the hotiMv bat iwt ifk 
a direct line, from which KixoD^ wtkone dk^t it 
wflB to gain time) had induced Bwartto di¥etge 
meiiMttjr. 

He now sair the necontf of tahing a dcMpe^ 
nde nsolutioB. ** Heaf WBsea/* he Md ;p and 
added, aa Nanty (Stitt endeanrowred lo |wai Un, 
<« Of die Immt Hm f^ diadiai|;iag a poeke^iAttcd 
iolo the imfbttiMata man^a bedf . 

Naaty itaggwrtd, but kept Ins ftat. <« It 
has cat my back-bone asondop/ he aaid ; ^ yim 
have dooe me die last good office^ and LwHl Hot 
dieua^wtefid.'' 

Aabe uttered the kat wordi^he eoHeeted bb 
yeataining strength, stood firm ftr aai iastaia^ 
drewfaiabai^^yaM), intb both hasds, eutCtia- 
tel Nixon down. The blow, struck with isdl the 
enei^ of a despeitte and dying man, exhibited 
a force to which Ewaflf a esdiaitsted fitme might 
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the wretich wone^ though tecuij^d hy a plate of iron 
iiddw the KatBgf bit deep imp fai« AiiUfi^ 
left a fiegment of the weapoii» whieh irae broke 
bythefuryofiheblolr. 

One of the aeanenof the lugger^ who etioUed 
up» attmct^ by the fying of the pi«to)« thoi«b, 
bttog a amaU <«e, the iteport wee i^ery triQuig» 
foiiiid both the wforttuwte mm etark dewL 
Alarned at what be eaWf which he i^eo^ved to 
have been the eoneequenoe of aome UDBppQee«f lU 
eogegemeot betwii^t bis late oomMader ai»d a 
revenue officer* (IbrNiwn^ebaflmd nottobeper* 
MHUiUy known to himi) the eailor battened back 
to the boat, in orde? to appn«e bi9 coipradee of 
Naaty '9 fate» and to advice than to take off them- 
$elYe$ and the vessel. 

Meantinie Bedgauntlet, having» as we have 
aaen, dispatched Hmm for the purpose of seeu-> 
ring a retreat for the unfortunate Charles in case 
of extremity, returned to the apartment wheie he 
bad left the Wanderer, He now found him alone. 

<* Sir Bkhard Glendale,'' said the unfortunate 
Prince, << with his young firiendi has gone to con- 
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suit thdr adherents now in the house. Red- 
gauntlet, my fiiend, I will not blame you for the 
circumstances in which I find myself, though I 
am at ontoe placed in danger, and rendered con- 
temptible. But you ought to haye stated to me 
more strongly the weight which these gentlemen 
attached to th^r insolent propodtion. You should 
have told me that lio compromise would have any 
effect— that they deared not a Prince to govern 
them, but one, on the contrary, over whomthey 
were to exerdse restraint on all occasions, from 
' the highest affairs of the state, down to the most 
intimate and private concerns of his own privacy^ 
which the'most ordinary men desire to keep secret 
and sacred from interference.* > « '* 

*< Grod knows," said Bedgauntlet, in much 
agitation, '< I acted for the best when I pressed 
your Majesty to com^ hither— I never thought 
that your Majesty, at- such a crisis, would have 
serupled, when a kingdom was in view, to sacri- 
fice an attachment, which—-—" 

<< Peace, sir !" said Charles ; << it is not for you 
to estimate my feelings upon soch a subject.'* 

Redgauntlet coloured high, and bowed ^pro-. 
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foundly. *^ At least,'' he resumed, *' I hoped 
that some middle way might be found, and it 
shall— -and must-^Coine with me, nephew. We 
will to these gentlemen, and I am confident I will 
bring back heart-stirring tidings.''^ 
. <' I will do mudi to complyiwith them. Red- 
gauntlet. I am loth, having again set my foot 
on British land, to quit it without a blow for my 
right But this which they demand of me is a 
degradation, and compliance is impossible.^ 

Redgauntlet, followed by his nephew, the un- 
willing spectator of this extraordinary scene, 
left once more the apartment of the adventurous 
Wanderer, and was met on the top of the stairs 
by Joe Crackenthorpe. <^ Where axe the other 
gentlemen ?^ he said. 

^^ Yonder, in the west barrack," answered Joe ; 
^^ but. Master Ingoldsby,"— -that was the name 
by which Redgauntlet was most generally known 
in Cumberland,-.^^ I wished to say to you that I 
must put yonder folk together in one room.'* 

<< What folk ?" said Redgauntlet, impatiently. 

^^ Why, them prisoner stranger folk, as you 
bid Cristal Nixon look after. Lord love you ! 
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thiB ifl a large houne enow^ but weeAimot hare 
separate Ioek*upi for folks, as they havein New- 
gate or in Bedlam. Yonder's a mad bei^iary that 
is to be a great man when he wins a hraMiuit, 
LcHxl help him !*i^YoDdeP8 a Quaker and a law. 
yer dialled with a riot; and, eood, I must make 
one key and one lock keq> them, for we aie 
chdce full, and you hare sent off old Nixon, that' 
oould have given one some help in tins confo- 
non. Besides, they take up eveiy one a room» 
and call for noughtooa earth,«.*excepting the old 
man, who calla lustily enoughy*-4>ut he has not a 
pomy to pay shot" 

^^ Do as thou wilt with them,'' said Bedgaunt* 
let, who had listened impatiently to his state- 
ment, ^* so thou doest but keep them from getting 
put and making some alarm in the country, I 
carenot.'' 

^' A Quaker and a lawyer l*" said Darne. 
<« This muat be Fairford and Geddes.-«^Unde^ 
I must request of you*««-«-" 

*^ Nay, nephew,'* interrupted Redgauntlet^ 
** this is^no time for asking questiona. You 
fiball yourself decide upon their fate in the course 
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So wjfipg, b€? burri^ towi^-jl^ thft fto(5^ wber^ 
the J^cobi^e gentIfiIae^ were^boldiitg tbw w^w 
eil} an4 Dar^e fpllQwed h\Wy ^ tb^ bope that 
the obstacle which had arisen to tb§ pro^t^tUn^ 
of their da^p^at^ wlveptwro WwW prove imppr. 
mWPtftbk, a|i4 ^ayfl bffii (1^ nWPW^y pf a 4w- 
gfffouf m^ m\m ruptHF? with his pn^dk. T\» 
disc^f^^iops ^inpw ♦bepa ^»^re irpry ^aga? ; tb^ 
mom daring parf pf the oQQspiratQirci, urbo b#d 
little bqt lifts tp Jp^, beiftg desirpu* to p»opp?|J 
at all bayards ; while the ptberfi) whPW a senile of 
hpDOMr f|i|d a r^luoteftc^ tp di?ft?oiff {aqg-cberisb- 
ed prinpiplics bad brought fpr^f^d^ were perv 
haps upt in satisfied tq hftvp ^ fair app^pgy fpr 
declining an ad^eptwp, iiitp wbii^b tbey bad en- 
tered with more pf reluctance thai) ^le^}* 

Meanwhile Joe Crackentborpf), ayailing him- 
self pf the b^ty permission attaipi^d from Hed- 
g^wntlpt, prooB^d^ to Assemble in pne ^p^rtipf i?t 
those whose i^afc custody ba^ Uepn thp^gbt ?ie- 
cessary ; and vithpwt mwcb conadaring the pro- 

VOL. in. T 
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priety of the matter, he selected for the common 
place of confinement, the room which LUias had 
since her brother^s departure occupied alone. It 
had a strong lock^ and was double-hinged, which 
probably led to the preference assigned to it as a 
"piace of security. 

Into this, Joe, with little ceremony, and a good 
deal of noise, introduced the Quaker and Fair- 
ford $ the first expounding the immorality, the 
other the illegality of his proceedings ; and he 
turning a deaf ear both to the one and the oth^. 
Next he pushed in, almost in headlong fashion, 
the unfortunate litigant, who having made some 
renstance at the threshold, and received a violent 
thrust in consequence, came rushing forward, like 
a ram in the act of charing, with such impetus, 
as must have carried him to the top of the room, 
and struck the cocked hat which sat perched on 
the top of his tow wig against Miss Redgaunt- 
let's person, had not the honest Quaker inter, 
rupted his career by seizing him by the collar,, 
and bringing him to a stand. ^< Friend,^ said 
he. With the real good breeding which so often 
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subsists independaitly of cerembnialy ^< &ou'art 
no company for that young person ; she is, thou 
seest, frightened at our being so suddenly thrust 
in hither ; and although that be no fault of ours, 
yet it will become us to behave civilly towards 
her. Wherefore come thou with me to this win- 
dow, and I will tell thee what if concerns thee to 
know.** 

" ^< And what for should I no speak to the 
leddy, friend ?^ said Peter, who was now about 
half seas over. ^* I have spoke to leddies before 
now, man— What for should she be frightened 
at me ? — I am nae bogle, I ween.^^What are ye 
pooin^ me that gate for ?— -Ye will rive my coat, 
and I will have a good action for having myself 
made sarhim atque tectum at your expenses.^ 

Notwithstanding this threat, Mr Geddes, 
whose muscles were as strong as his judgment 
was sound and his temper sedate, led Poor Peter, 
under the sense of a control against which he 
could not struggle, to the farther corner of the 
apartment, where, placing him, whether he would 
or no, in a chair, he sat down beside him, and ef- 
fectually prevented his annoying the young lady, 
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upon whom he had aeemed bent on eonfcrrkig 
the delights of his society. 

If Peter had immediately reoogntsed his conn- 
sel learned in the law^ it is probable that not 
even the benevolent efforts of the Quaker could 
have kept him in a state of restrmit ; but Fais- 
ford'*8 back was turned towards his client^ whose 
optics, besides being somewhat dazzled with ale 
and brandy, were speedily engaged in contem- 
plating a half-crown which Joshua held between 
his finger and bis thumb, saying, at the same 
time, ^* Friend, thou art indigent and improvi- 
dent This will, well employed, procure thee sus- 
tentation of nature for more than a single day; 
and I will bestow it on thee if thou wilt mt here 
and keep me company ; for ndither thou nor I, 
friend, are fit company for ladies.'' 

" Speak for yourself, .friend,** said Petar, 
scorofuUy ; <^ I was aye ken'd to be agreeaUe to 
the fair sex ; and when I was in business I served 
the leddies wi' anitber sort of decorum than 
Plainstanes, the d--4l awkward scoundrel i It was 
one of the articles of dittay between iui.'*' 

<^ Well, but, friend,^ said the Quak^, who ob- 
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carved that the young lady stiH idftined to ftar 
Beler^s intrusion^ ^ I wish to hear thee jspeek 
about this great law-suit of thine, vUoh has been 
matter c^ such celebrity.^ 

"* Celebrity ?-^Yo OMty ftwear that,'' said Peter, 
lor ihe siring wad toucbed to f^eh hki crazy 
tmagrnadon always Ttbrated* ^^ And f £i»ia 
wonder that folks that jtidge l&ittgs by &»vt ov^ 
ward grandeur, should think me something wovth 
their enTying. It's very true 'that it is grandeur 
upon earth to hear ane^s name tfaunnered out 
along the long-arched roof of the Outer-^Eiouse, 
«*^^ Foot Peter Peefaies against Piunstanes,^ p^r 
coniru ;^ vC the best lawyers in the house fleeing 
Jlike eagles to the prey ; some because they ope 
in the «ause, and some because they want to be 
thougiit engi^ed, ^fin* there are tricks in odier 
trades by celling .muslins)F-^o see liie repcMters 
mending their pens to take down the ddbate*^ 
the iuords themselves pooin' in their disurs, like 
folk sitting down to a gude dinn^, and crying 
6a tbe ebrks lor parts and pendides of the pio- 
-cess, wlio, puk bodies, can do Utile mair than cary 
'on their doset-keepers to hdp them4 To see a^ 
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this,^ coBtinued Peter, in a tone of sustained 
rapture, *< and to ken that naethihg will be said 
or dune amang a* tkae grand folk, for nuiybe the 
feck of three hours, saying what concerns you 
and your buaness— O, man, nae wonder that ye 
judge this to be earthly glory i— -And yet, nrigh- 
bour, as I was saying, there be unco drawbacks 
•—I whiles think of my bit house, where dinner, 
and supper, and breakfast used to come without 
the oTjring for, just as if fairies had brought it— 
aAd the gude bed at e^en-— and the needfu* poiny 
in the pouch.— And then to see a' ane^s warldly 
substance capering in the air in a pair of weigh- 
banks, now up, now down, as the breath of judge 
or counsel inclines it for pursuer or defender,— 
troth, man, there are times I roe having ever 
begun the plea wark, though maybe wh^i ye 
Gonfflider the renown and credit I have by it, ye 
will hardly believe what I am saying.^ 

^^ Indeed, friend,^ said Joshua, with a sigh, 
^^ I am glad thou hast found anything in the 
legal contention which compensates thee for po- 
verty and hunger ; but I believe, were other bus- 
man objects of ambition looked upon as. doee* 
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ly, their.advantag^B would be found as chimerical 
as those attending thy protracted litigation.*^ 

<« But never mind^ friend,^ said Peter, " I'll 
tell you the exact state of the conjunct processes, 
and make you sensible that I can bring mysell 
round with a wet finger, now I have my finger 
and my thumb on this loup-the»dike loon, the 
lad Fahrfoid.'' 

Alan Fairford was in the act of speaking to 
the masked lady, (for Miss Bedgauntlet had re« 
tiuned her riding vizard,) endeavouring to assure 
her, as he perceived her anxiety, of such protec* 
tion as he could afford, when his own name, |»o- 
, nounced in a loud tone, attracted his attention. 
He looked round, and seeing Peter Peebles, as 
hastily turned«to avoid his notice, in which he 
succeeded, so earnest was Peter upon his colloquy 
with one of the most respectable auditors whose 
attention he had ever been able to engage. And 
by this little motion, momentary as it was, Alan 
gained an unexpected advantage ; for while hd 
looked round, Miss Lilias^ I could nevfer asc^ertain 
why, took the moment to adjust her mask, and did 
it so awkwardly, that when her companion again 
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ttttmA hk heikd, he recstigmied us mueh of ber 
feaiui«B tts authmicied bhn fd addi^eM her as M« 
fiuft* dWm, ind to pireiss his offers of pitM^ction 
and timtftBLhct with the lioldnesift of a fdemet tic- 
^aifiitaiide. 

iMoB ^Rec^ilntiet withdifeir the aftosk from 
h#r ofi»ioi»ld ditek. ^' Mr Fairferd,'' she sAki, 
in a voice almost inaudible, '<you falkvetfai^ cha* 
na!ter i6f a yiHing getvtlemaa of sense alid ^^e- 
rosity ( bul ire hb^e alrehdy mtet in oite tituotiiOli 
whidk yon mnstthfaik iijfiigiilar ; alid I ihhst be 
eaqioeed'to misconstaructiofi, at kast^ for tey fbr^ 
wardness^ were k not in a ciiuae in whieh my 
deaimt i^ectites were concerfcied.^ 

<< Ahy interest in my bekVed frieitid Dbn^ 
Llititner,^ said Faklord, etepping a litde btak^ 
aftd^f^Utiiiig a laarked reelriunt vapon his former 
advteces^ ^' gives me a douUe righit to be us^l 
t o - f' ^ He stopped short. 

<< To his dlster, your goodness would iay^'^ re- 
plied Lilias. 

<< His sisler^ madam {'' rallied AU», in tfre^ta- 
iriemity of astoniahment-^^^ Kster, IpreauiM^ in 
affection oidy.^^ 
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*^ No, sir; mj dear brother I>arde«iid I are 
coQDected by the bonds of actual relaticHiship ; 
.and I am not sorry to be the first te 4ell.this to 
the friend he most values.^ 

Fairford's first thought was on the violeht pas- 
akm whidi Darsie had expressed towards the fair 
unknown. ^^ Grood God T be exolauiied^ ^^ how 
did he bear the diseovery f^ 

^* With rteignattcm) I hope,^ said LiUaSySnu.- 
iinfi;. *^ A more accomplidied sister he migh 
easily have come by, but scarcely have found 
one who could love him more than I do."*^ 

** I saeant-^I only meant to say,^^ said the 
young oounsellcH*) his presence of mind lailing 
turn for a moment^^*^ that is, I meant to ask 
where Darsie Latimer is at this moment/^ 

*^ In this very house, and under the gHardiaa- 
fibip of his unole, whom I believe you knew as a 
visitor of your father, under the name of Mr 
Hemes of Birrenswork.^'' 

** Let me hasten to him,"" said Fairford ; ** I 
have sought him through difficulties and dangers 
*^ muftt see him instanliy.'' 
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*' You foi^t you are a prisoner,^ said the 
young lady. 

*< True— 'true ; but I cannot be long detain- 
ed^-the cause alleged is too ridiculous.^ 

" Alas r said Liiias, ** our fate--my brother^s 
and mine, at least'— must turn on the delibera- 
tions perhaps of less than an hour.— For you, sir, 
I believe and apprehend nothbg but some re- 
straint ; my uncle is neither cruel nor unjust, 
though few will go farther in the cause which he 
has adopted." 

'< Which IS that of the Pretend—*" 

*< For Grod'^s sake speak lower !^ said Lilias, 
approaching her hand, as if to stop him. << The 
word may cost you your life. You do not know 
—indeed you do not—- the terrors of the situation 
in which we at present stand, and in which I fear 
you also are involved by your friendship for my 
brother.** 

^* I do not indeed know the particulars of our 
situation,*" sidd Fairford ; *^ but, be the danger 
what it may, I shall not grudge my share of it 
for the sake of my friend ; or,^ he added, with 
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more timidity, ^^ of my friend^s sisten I^ me 
hope,^ he said, ^^ my dear Miss Latimer, that 
my presence may be of some use to you ; and 
that it may be so^ let me entreat a share of your 
confidence, which I am conscious I have other* 
wise no right to ask.** 

He led her, as he spoke, towards the recesHS of 
the farther window of the room, and observing to 
her that, unhappily, he was particularly exposed 
to interruption from the mad old man whose en- 
trance had alarmed her, he disposed of Darsie 
Latimer^s riding-skirt, which had been left in 
the apartment, over the back of two chairs, form- 
ing thus a sort of screen, behind which he en- 
sconced himself with the maiden of the green 
mantle ; feeling at the moment, that the danger 
in which he was placed was almost compensated 
by the intelligence whidi permitted those feel* 
ings towards her to revive, which justice to his 
friend had induced him to stifle in the birth. 

The relative situation of adviser and advised, 
of protector and protected, is so pecuUarly suit- 
ed to the respective omdition of man and wo- 
man, that great progress towards intimacy is often 
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niiide in Torjr ibort space ; for the oiinmiiisUmoM 
call far<eoiifideiiee on the part of the goDtlemaii, 
and £arbid coyness oa that of tbe lady) so that 
tlie usual Isarriefs against einy iot^eouiae are at 
onoe throann xIowb. 

Under these circumstances, securing tbemselTes 
as far as posuble from obserration, coeversing 
in whispers, and Beatod in a comer, nv^ere they 
xnope brought into to dose contact that their faces 
neariy touched each other, Fatrford heard fix>m 
liliaB Redgauntlet the history of her family, 
particularly of her uncle; his views upon her 
brother, and the agony which she felt, lest at 
diat Tsery moment he might succeed in engaging 
Darse in some desperate scheme, fatal to his 
fortune, and perhaps to his life. 

Alan Fairford"^ acute anderstajuiing it»taatly 
connected what he had heard with the circum- 
stances he bad witnessed at. Fairladies. Hb first 
thought was, to attempt, at all risks, his instaat 
escape, and procure assistance powerful enough 
to crush, in the very cradle, a eonspuracyof such 
a determined character. This he did notcxinsider 
aadUfcnk^ifor^ thoiighti^edicxir waa guarded o« 
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theouteide, the window, which was not above ten 
feet from the ground, was open for escape, the 
common on which it looked was uninclosed, and 
profusely covered with furze. There would, he 
thought, be little difficulty in effecting his liber-^ 
ty, and in concealing his course after he had 
gained it. 

But Lilias exclaimed against this scheme. Her 
uncle, she said, was a man, who, in his moments 
of enthusiasm, knew neither remorse nor fear 
He was capable of visiting upon Darsie any in- 
jury which he might conceive Fairford had ren 
dered him — ^he was her near kinsman also, and 
not an unkind one, and she deprecated any effort, 
even in her brother''s favour, by which his life 
must be exposed to danger. Fairford himself 
remembered Father Buonaventure, and made lit* 
tie question but that he was one of the. sons of 
the old Chevalier de Saint George ; and with feel* 
ings which, although contradictory of his public 
duty, can hardly be much censured, his heart re- 
coiled from being the agent by whom the last 
scion of such a long line of Scottish Princes must 
be rooted up. He then thought of obtaining an 
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audience^ if possible, of this devoted peraon^" 
and explaining to him the utter hopelessness of 
his undertaking, which he judged it likely that 
the ardour of his partisKans might have conceal* 
ed from him. But he relinquished this design 
as soon as formed. He had no doubt, that any 
light which he could throw on the state of the 
country, would come too late to be serviceable to 
one who was always reported to have his own 
fall share of the hereditary obstinacy which had 
cost his ancestors so dear, and who, in drawing 
the sword, must have thrown from him the scab- 
bard* 

lilias suggested the advice which, of all others, 
seemed most suited to the occasion, that, yield* 
ing, namely^ to the circumstances of their sitoa* 
tion, they should watch carefully when Darsie 
should obtain any degree of freedom, and endea- 
vour to. open a communication with him, in 
which case their joint flight might be effected, 
and without endangering the safety of any one. 

Thdr youthful deliberation had nearly fixed 
in this pomt, when Fairford, who was listening 
to the low sweet whispering tones of Lilias Red- 
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gauntlet, rendered yet more interesting by some 
slight touch of foreign accent, was startled by a 
heavy hand which descended with full weight on 
his shoulder, while the discordant voice of Peter 
Peebles, who had at length broken loose from 
the well-meaning Quaker, exclaimed in the ear 
of his truant counsel-— << Aha, lad ! I think ye 
are catched— -An** so ye are turned chamber* 
counsel, are ye ?— And ye have drawn up wi* 
clients in scarfs and hoods ? But bide a wee, billie, 
and see if I dinna sort ye when my petition and 
complaint comes to be discussed, with or without 
answers, under certification/^ 

Alan Fairford had never more difficulty in 
his life to subdue a first emotion, than he had to 
refrain from knocking down the crazy blockhead 
who had broke in upon him at such a moment. 
But the length of Peter^s address gave him time, 
fortunately perhaps for both parties, to reflect 
on the extreme irregularity of such a proceed- 
ing. He stood silent, however, with vexation, 
while Peter went on. 

^^ Weel, my bonnie man, I see ye are thinking 
11 
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fibaoie o' ywraell^ aad nue gfeal wonder. Ye 
maun ksaye thk quew-^tbe like of her is ower 
light company for you. I have beaid honest 
Mr Pefit say, that the gown grees iU wV the pettL. 
coat- But Qome awa hame to your puir father, 
and I'll takQ care of you the haiU gate, and keep 
you company, and deil a word we will speak 
about, but just the state of the conjcuned pro- 
cesses of the great cause of Poor FeeUes agaiiut 
Plainstanes.^ 

<< If thou canst endure to hear as much of 
that «uit, friend,^ said the Quaker, << as I faaTe 
heard out of mere compaasbn for thee, I think 
verily thou wilt soon be at tbe bottom of the 
matter, unless it be altogether bottomless,^ 

Fairford shook off, rather indignantly, the 
large bony hand which Peter had imposed upon 
his shoulder, and was about to say something 
p^eviilh, upon so unpleasant and insolent a mode 
of interruption, when the door opened, a treble 
voice saying to the sentinel, " I tell you I maun 
be in, to see if Mr Nixon> bereft and Little 
Benjie thrust in ln$ mop-heed and keen black 

10 
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ey^s. Ere he could withdraw it, Peter Peebles 
sprang to the door, seized on the boy by the col- 
lar, and dragged him forward into the room. 

" Let me see it,'' he said, " ye ne'er^o-weel 
limb of Satan*— ril gar you satisfy the produc- 
tion, I trow-»-ril hae first and second diligence 
against you, ye deevil's buckie.'' 

<^ What dost thou want ?'' said the Quaker^ in- 
terfering; *^ why dost thou frighten the boy, 
friend Peebles ?'' 

<^ I gave the bastard a penny to buy me snufF,^ 
Bsid the pauper, ** and he has rendered no ac- 
count of his intromissions ; but Pll gar him as 
gude.*" 

So saying, he proceeded forcibly to rifle the 
pockets of Benjie's ragged jacket, of one or two 
snares for game, marbles, a half-bitten apple, 
two stolen eggs, (one of which Peter broke in the 
eagerness of his research,) and various other un- 
considered trifles, which had not the air of being 
very honestly come by. The little rascal, un- 
der this discipline, bit and struggled like a fox- 
cub, but, like that vermin, uttered neither cry 

VOL. III. u 
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Pfit cofipbMniy till a note, which Feper tore from 
hi^ bofiom^ |kw as fi^ 9s Lilias Redgauptlet, and 
fell al^.h^r feet. It. vas addressed to C. N, 

'^ Xt is for the yillain Nixon,^ she said to Alan 
Ffurford ; *^ open it ^vithout scjruple ; that boy is 
his emissary ; we will now see wha^ the loiserea&t 
is driving at'' 

Little Benjie now gaye up ^1 farther ptrqggle, 
a))4;8Mpred Peebles^ to take from him, without, 
resistance, a shilling, out of which Peter declared 
he wojuld pay himself prindpal and interest, and 
account for the balance* The boy, whose atten- 
tion seemed ^xed pn soi^^^thing very differei^t, 
only S£ud, ** Maister Nixon will murder me P 

Alan Fairford did not hesitate to read the 
]^ttle scrap of paper, on which was written, 
<< AU is prepared — keep them in play until I 
come up— You B|ay i^epend on your reward. — 

" Alas, my qnclp— my poor uncle T said Li- 
lias; '^ this is the result of his confidence. Me- 
thinks, to give him instant notice of his confi- 
dant's treachery, is now the best service we can 
render all concerned— if they break up their un- 
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dettakiDg, as they must now do, Darsie Wilt 'be 
at liberty;' 

In the same breath, they were both di the 
half-ppened doof of the room, Fairford entreat.* 
itig to speak with the Father Buonaventure, and 
Lilias, equally vehemently, requestingamomentV 
interview with her uncle. While the sentinA he^ 
shitted what to do, hrs attention was called to k 
loud noise at the door, where a: crowd had been 
assembled in consequeiifce of the appalling cry, 
that the enemy were upon them, occai^ned, as 
it afterwaards proved, by some stragglers having 
at length discovered the dead bodies of Niidty 
Ewart and of Nixon. 

■ ^mid the conf ctsion odcjasibned by this alarm-^ 
ing incident, the sentinel ceased to attend to his 
duty 4 and, aiccepting Alan Fairford- s arm^'Li* 
Kis foond no opposition i» penetrating eVen to 
the inner ipartinint, where the prineiplil persons 
lis the enterprise^ ^ose eohclave had beenr cBs* 
turbttd by this alarming incident, wer^' now ^ 
sembled in great confusion, and had been jfttQ^ 
by the Chevalier himsell'. 
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^* Only a mutiny among these smuggling 
scoundrels,^ sud Redgauntlet. 
' *^ Only a mutiny, do you say ?^ said Sir Richard 
Olendale ; " and the lugger — ^the last hope cl 
escape for^ — he looked towards Charles,—- 
^* stands out to sea under a press of sail i^ 

'< Do not concern yourself about me,"*^ said the 
unfortunate Prince ; *' this is not the worst emer- 
gency in which it has been my lot to stand ; and 
if it were, I fear it not Shift for yourselves, my 
lotds and gentlemen.^ 

" No, never ^ said the young Lord . 
** Our only hope now is in an honourable resbt- 

^' Most true,^ said Redgauntlet ; ^^ let despair 
renew the union amongst us iirhich accident dis- 
turbed. I give my voice for displaying the 
royal banner instantly, and— How now P he 
concluded^ sternly, as Lilias, first soliciting his 
attention by pulling his cloak, put into his hand 
the scroll, and added, it was designed for that of 
Nixon. 

Redgauntlet read— and, dropping it on the 
ground, continued to stare upon the spot where 
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it fell, with raised hands and &iled eyes. Sir 
Richard Glendale lifted the fatal paper, read it, 
and saying, ^^ Now all is indeed over,'^ handed 
it to Maxwell, who sud aloud, ^* Black Colin 
Campbell, by 6^-d i I heard be had come post 
from London last night.*^ ^ 

As if in echo to hb thoughts, the violin of the 
blind man was heard, playing with spirit a cele- 
brated dan-march. ' 
- ^^ The Campbells are coming in eunest,^^ said 
MacEellar ; ^^ they are upon us with the whole 
battalion from Carlisle.^ 

There was a silence of dismay, and two or 
three of the company began to drop out of the 
room. 

Lord ' spoke with the generous spirit of 
a young English nobleman. ^^ If we have been 
fools, do not let us be cowards—. We have one 
here more precious than us all, and come hither 
on Dur warranty—let us save him at least. "" 

** True, most true,'' answered Sir Richard 
Glendale. *^ Let the King be first cared for.'' 

^^ That shall be my business." said Redgaunt- 
let ; '< if we have but time to bring back the 
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brig, (lU wiU I^ well— I will idstimdy dispatch a 
p^rty in a fishing skiff to bring her to.^-^He 
gave his commands to two or three of the most 
l^ctive amoQg his fQllowers.— *^^ Let him be oncte 
on bo^^d,.'^ be saij^ *^ W^ there are enough of 
us to stand to arms and lepyer his retreat,^ 

<* Jtigbt, rigfet^^ said Sir »ichard, *' and I will 
look tp pplnts .^hi/ch i^p \^ in9de diefensible ; and 
the old powder-plot boyscoul4 npt have made a 
more djespNeraXe resi^tan/ce thai^ W^ ^aU*<^A€d. 
gauntlet»^ iCpi).tin,M^ bp5 ^^ I ^^ some of our 
friends are looking pale ; but miethinks your ne- 
phew h^9 W^ore xviettje m his eye now than when 
we were iQ cd^^ d^tiberation^ l^ith danger at a 
distance.^ 

" It is the way of our house,^ said Rcdgaunt- 
let; ^^ our courage ever kindles highest on the 
losing side. I^ too, feel that the catastrophe I 
have brought on must ^ be survived by its 
author. ]L,et me first/' he said, addressing Charles, 
^^ see your Majesty's sacred person in such safe- 
ty as can now be provided for it, and thfsn-r— r" 

'^ You may spare all considerations concerning 
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me, gentlemen," again repeated Charles ; *« yon 
mountaiit of Criffel i»htil Af as soon as I will.^ 
' Most threw^ themselves at his feet with weep, 
bg and entreaty ; some one or two slank in cdn« 
fusion from the apartment, and were beard riding 
off. Unnotieed in such a scene^ Darste, bis sis* 
ter, )|ild Redgauntlet, drew together, andi held 
each other by the hands*, as these who, when: a 
wssel: is abottt to founder in the litorm, determine 
to take their chance of life and death together. 

Amid this scene of confusion, a genUebian, 
fflainly dressed in a riding halnt, with a black 
cockade in his hat, but without any arms except 
a cMiteau-de-chassey walked inio their apartment 
without ceremony. He was a tall, thin, gentle- 
manly man, with a look and bearing decidedly 
military^ He had passed through their guards, 
if in the confusion they now maintained any, 
without stop or question, and now stood, almost 
unarmed, among armed men, who, nevertheless, 
gazed oii him as on the tfngel of destruction. 

'^ You look coldty oa me, gentlemen,'' he 
said. ^ Sir Richard Oleiidale— My Lord — ^ 
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— ^we -mere not always such strangers. Ha, Pate- 
iD-Peril, how is it with you? and you, too,.In- 
goldsby— -I must not call you by any other 
name-— why do you receive an old friend so cold- 
ly ? But you guess my errand.^ 

<^ And are prepared for it. General," said Red- 
gauntlet ; ^* we are not men to be penned up like 
sheep for the slaughter.^ 

^^ Pshaw ! you take it too seriously-— let me 
speak but one word with you.^ 

<^ No words can shake our purpose,^ said Red- 
gauntlet, ^' w^re your whole command, as I 
suppose is the case, drawn round the bouse.^ 

'^ I am certainly not unsupported," said the 
General ; " but if you would.hear m o ^ 

'^ Hear me^ sir," sdd the Wanderer, stepping 
forward ; ^* I suppose I am the mark you aim 
at — I surrender myself "inllingly, to save these 
gentlemen's danger— let this at least avail in th^r 
favour.'** 

An exclamation of " Never, never !'* broke 
from the little body of partizans who threw them- 
selves round the unfortunate Prince, and would 
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bave seized or struck down Campbell, had it not 
been that he remained with his arms folded, and 
a look, rather indicating impatience because they 
would not hear him, than the least apprehen^on 
of violence at their hand. 

At length he obtained a moment'^s silence. << I 
do not,^ he said, ^^ know this gentleman^ — (Ma- 
king a profound bow to the unfortunate Prince) 
-*-'' I do not wish to know him ; it is a know- 
ledge which would suit neither of us.'' 
. '^ Our ancestors, nevertheless, have been well 
acquainted," said Charles, unable to suppress, 
even in that hour of dread and danger, the pain- 
ful recollections of fallen royalty. 

^* In one word. General Campbell," said Red- 
gauntlet, *^ is it to be peace or war ?— -You arc a 
man of honour^ and we can trust you.^ 

^^ I thank you, sir," said the Greneral ; ^^ and 
I reply, that the answer to your question rests 
with yourself. Come, do not be fools, gentle- 
men ; there was perhaps no great harm meant or 
intended by your gathering together in this ob- 
scure comer, for a bear-baiting, or a cock-fight- 
ing, or whatever other amusement you may have 
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intended ; but it was a little imprudent, consi- 
dering how you stand with government^ and it has 
occasioned some anxiety. Exaggerated accounts 
of your purpose have been laid beforie govem- 
ment by the information of a traitor in your own 
counsels ; iand I was sent down post to take the 
comipand of a sufficient number of troops, in case 
these calumnies should be found to have any real 
foundation. I have come here, of course, suffi- 
ciently supported both with cavalry and infantry, 
to do whatever might be necessary ; bat mf bom- 
mands are^^and I am sure they agr^e witli piy 
iDclination--to make ho arrests, nay, to make no 
farther inquiries of any kiibd^ if this good assein. 
bly will consider their own interest so faar as to 
give up their immediate purpose, and i^um 
quietly home to their own houses." 

« What !— all ?" exclaimed Sir Richard Glen- 
dale — ** all, without exception ?" 

^^ ALLi without one single exception," said the 
General ; " sudi are my orders. If you accept 
my terms, say so, and make haste ; for things 
may happen to interfere with his Majesty's kind 
purposes towards you all/' 
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" Hb Majesty's kind purposes!" said the 
Wanderer. " Do I hear you aright^ sir ?'* 

'< I speak the King's very vords^ from faia very 
lips,'' replied the General. *^ ^ I wiU/ said bis Ma- 
jesty, * deserve the confidence of my subjects, by 
reposing my security in the fidelity of the mil- 
lions who acknowledge my title^n the good sense 
and pr]udence of the few who continue, from the 
errors of education, to disown it^**— *>His Majesty 
will not even believe that the most zealous Jacor 
bites who yet remain can nourish a thought of 
exciting a civil war, which must be fatal to their 
families and themselves, besides spreading blood- 
shed and ruin through a peaceful land. He can- 
not even believe of his kinsman^ that he would 
engage brave and generous, though mistaken 
men, in an attempt which must ruin all who have 
escaped former calamities ; and he is convinced, 
that, did curiosity or any other motive lead that 
person to visit this country, he would soon see it 
was his wisest course to return to the continent ; 
and his Majesty compassionates his situation too 
much to ofier any obstacle to his doing so." 
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<< Is this real ?^ said Redgauntlet <^ Can you 
mean this ?— Am I — are all, or any, of these gen^ 
tlemen at liberty, without interruption, to embark 
in yonder brig, which I see is now again mp* 
proaching the shore ?'' 

*^ You, sir — all—any of the gentlemen pre- 
sent,^ said the Greneral,— *< all whom the vessel 
can contun, are at liberty to embark uninterrupt- 
ed by me ; but I advise none to go off who have 
not powerful reasons, unconnected with the pre- 
sent meeting, for this will be remembered against 
no one." 

^^ Then, gentlemen," said Redgauntlet, clasp, 
ing his hands together as the wcMrds burst from 
him, '* the cause is lost for ever V* 

General Campbell turned away to the window, 
as if to avoid hearing what they said. Their 
consultation was but momentary ; for the door of 
escape which thus opened was as unexpected as 
the exigence was threatening. 

*^ We have your word of honour for our pro- 
tection,'' sidd Sir Richard Glendale, <^ if we dis. 
solve our meeting in obedience to your sum** 
mons ?'*' 
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** You have, Sir Richard/' answered the Ge- 
neral. 

*' And I also have your promise,'^ said Red- 
gauntlet, ^^ that I may go on board yonder vessel, 
with any friend whom I may choose to accompa- 
ny me?" 

<< Not only that, Mr Ingoldsby — or I mil 
call you Redgauntlet once more— -you may stay 
in the offing for a tide, until you are jcnned by 
any. perscm who may remain at Fiurladies. After 
that„there. will be a sloop of war on the station, 
and I need not say your condition will then be-- 
come perilous^" 

^^ Perilous it should not be. General Camp- 
bell," said Redgauntlet; '' or more perilous to 
others than to us, if others thought as I do even 
in this extremity." 

*^ You forget yourself, my friend," said the 
unhappy Adventurer ; ^^ you forget that the arri-^ 
val of this gentleman only puts the cope-stone on 
our already adopted resolution to abandon btir 
bull-fight, or by whatever other wild name this, 
headlong enterprize may be termed. I bid you 
farewell, unfiriendly friends — ^I bid ^ot« farewell, 
(bowing to the General,) my friendly foe— I 
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leave tbis stnmd as I landed upon ity tlpn^ sad 
to return no more !" 

^' Not alope," 8aid Redgauntlet, '^ while there 
is blood in the rTeins of my father''s son.'' 
' <^ Not alone," said the other gentlemen present, 
stung with feelings which almost overpowered 
the better reasons under which they had acted. 
*^ We will not disown our principies, or see your 
person endangered." 

*' If it be only your purpose to see the gentk^ 
man to the beacb/^ said General Campbell, ^^ I 
will mytelf go with you. My presence among 
you, unarmed, and in your power, will be a 
pledge of my friendly intentions, and will orer* 
awe, should sueh be oiferedy any interruption on 
die -part of officious persons." 

" Be it so,'* said the Adventurer, with the anr 
of a Prince io a subject ; not of one who complied 
with the request; of ani (Dnemy too powerful to be 
resisted^ 

They left the apartment— -they teft tke house 
-*^4Ui unauthenticated and dubious but appalling 
sensation of terror had already spread itself 
atidong the infericAtr retainei^, who bad io short 
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time before strutted, and bustled, and thronged 
the door-way and the passages. A report bad 
arisen, of which the origin could not be traced* 
of troops advancing towards the spot in consider* 
able numbers ; and men who, for one reason or 
other, were most of them liable to the aim of 
power» had either shrunk into stables or corneri^ 
or fled the place entirely. There was solitude oil 
the landscape, excepting the small party Which 
now moved towards the rude pier, where a boat 
lay manned, agreeably to Bedgauntlet's orders 
previously given. 

Thje last heii* of the Stuarts leant on Bed- 
gauntlet's arm as they walked towardiil the beaeh ; 
for the ground was rough, and he no longer pos- 
sessed the elasticity of limb and of spirit which 
had twenty years before carried bimovermtoy a 
Highland hill* as light as one of their native deer. 
His adherents followed, looking on the ground, 
their feelings struggling agiunst the dictates of 
their reason. 

General Campbell accompanied them with an 
air of apparent ease and indifference, but watch* 
a- 
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ing, at the same time, and no doubt with some 
anxiety, the changing features of those lirho acted 
in this extraordinary scene. 

Darsie and his sister naturally followed their 
uncle, whose violence they no longer feared, while 
his character attracted their respect, and Alan 
Fairford attended them from interest in their 
fate, unnoticed in a party where all were too 
much occupied with thdr own thoughts and feel- 
ings, as well as with the impending crias, to at- 
tend to his presence. 

Half way betwixt the house and the beach, 
they saw the bodies of Nanty Ewart and Cristal 
Nixon blackening in the sun. 

<< That was your informer,'' said Redgauiitlet, 
looking back to General Campbell, who only 
nodded his assent . > 

<< Caitiff wretch !^' said Redgauntlet ;— '' and 
yet the name were better bestowed on the fool 
who could be misled by thee.'' 

*^ That sound broadsword cut," said the Ge- 
neral, ^^ has sayed us the shame of rewarding a 
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They anived at the place of embarkatbn* 
The Prince stood a moment with folded arms, 
and looked around him in deep silence. A paper 
was then slipped into his hand— jie looked at it, 
and said, '^ I find the two friends I have left at 
Fairladies are apprized of my destinaticm, and 
propose to embark from Bowness. I presume 
this will not be an infringement of the conditions 
under which you have acted ?^ 

^ Certainly not,^ answered General Campbdl ; 
^< they shall hove all facility to join you.** 
' ^ I wish, then,^ said Charles, ^^ only another 
companion.— 'Bedgauntlet, the air of tins coun- 
try is as hostile to you as it is tome. These gen« 
tlemen hare made their peace, or rather they 
have done noUiing to break it. But you— come 
you, and share my home where chance shall cast 
it We shall never see these shores again; but 
we will talk of them, and of our disconcerted 
bulUfight'' 

^< I foUow you, ttre, through life,* said Red- 
gauntlet, ^^ as I would have followed you to 
death. Permit me mie moment.^ 

VOL. III. X 
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. The Prinee then looked round, and seeaig the 
abashed countenances of his other adherents bent 
upon the ground, he hastened to say, << Do not 
think that you, gentlonen, have obliged me less 
because your zeal was mingled with prudence, 
ratertained, I am sure, more on my own account, 
and on that of your country, than from selfish ap- 
prehenfflcms.^ 

He stepped from one to another, and, amid sobs 
and bursting tears, received the adieus of the last 
remnant whidi bad hitherto supported his lofty 
fnretensions, and addressed them indivkiuaily with 
accents of tenderness and affection* 

The Greneral drew a; little aloof, and signed to 
Redgaundet to speak with him while this scene 
proceeded. ^^ It is now all over,^ he said, ^^ and 
Jacolnte will be. henceforward no longer a party 
name. When you tire of foreign parts, and wish 
to make your peace, let me know. Your restless 
zeal alone has impeded your pardon hitherto.*' 

^< And now I shall not need it,^ said Red- 
gauntlet. <^ I leave England for ever; but I am 
not displeased that you should hear my family 
adieus.-— 'Nephew, come hither. In presence of 
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General Campbell^ I tell you, that though to 
breed you up in my own political opinions has heea 
for many years my anxious wish, I am now glad 
that it could not be accomplished. You pass 
under the service of the reigning Monarch with- 
out the necessity of chan^ng your alleg^ancfr— 
a change, however,^ he added, looking around 
him, <* which sits more easy on honourable men 
than I could have antidpated ; but some wear the 
badge of their loyalty on the sleeve, and otheris in 
the heart.^ — ^You will, from henceforth, be uncon- 
trolled master of all the fNroperty of which for- 
feiture could not deprive your fathers—of all that 
belonged to him ;-— excepting this, his good sword, 
(laying his hand on the weapon he wore,) which 
shall never fight for the House of Hanover ; and 
as my hand will never draw weapon more, I shall 
sink it forty fathoms deep in the wide ocean. 
Bless you, young man. If I have dealt harshly 
with you, forgive me. I had set my whole de- 
sires on one point, — God knows, with no selfish 
purpose ; and I am justly punished by this final 
termination of my views, for having been too little 
scrupulous in the means by which I pursued 
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tbem.—- Niece, fiufeweU, and may God bless you 
also!^ 

^ No, nr,*" said Liiias, seizing hb hand eager* 
ly. *< You have been hitherto my protector,— 
you are now in sorrow, let me be your attend- 
ant and your comforter in exile.^ 

^ I thank you, my gui, for your unmerited 
affection ; but it cannot and must not be. The 
curtain here falls b^ween us. I go to the house 
of another — If I leave it before I quit the earth, 
it shall be only for the House of Grod. Once 
more, farewell both !-^The fatal doom,^h<e said^ 
with a melaacholy smile, *^ will, I trust, now de* 
part from the House of Redgauntlet, since 'M 
present representative has adhered to the winning 
ude. I am convinced he will not change it, 
should it in turn become the losing one.^ 

The unfortunate Charles Edward had now 
pven his last adieus to his downcast adherents. 
He made a sign with bis hand to Redgauntlet, 
who came to assist him into the skiff. General 
Campbell also offered his assistance ; the rest ap- 
pearing too much affected by the scene which had 
taken place to prevent him. 
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<* You are not lorry, General^ to do me this 
last act of courtesy,^ said the Cheyalier ; ** and, 
on my part, I thank you for it You haye taught 
me the principle on which men on the scaffold feel 
forgiveness and kindness even for their execu- 
tioner.— -Farewell !*' 

They were sexited in tl^e boat) which presently 
pulled off from the land. The t)xford divine 
broke out into a loud benediction, in tisrms which 
General Campbell was too generous to critidze 
at the time, or to remember afterwards ;*-*nay, 
it is said, that. Whig and Campbell as he was, 
he could not help jxnning k the universal Amen 
which reaouoded from the shore. 
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CONCLUSION, 
By Db DRYASDUST, 

IK A LETTER TQ THE AUTHOB OF WATERI^EY. 

I AM truly sorry, my worthy and much re- 
spected sir, that my aiudous researches have n&^ 
ther, in the form of letters, nor of diaries, or 
othermemoranda,been able to discover more than 
I have hitherto transmitted, of the history of the 
Redgauntlet family. But I observe in an old news- 
paper called the Whitehall Gazette, of which I 
fortunately possess a file for several years, that 
Sir Arthiur Darsie Redgauntlet was presented to 
his late Majesty at the drawing room, by Lieut- 
Greneral Campbell—- upon which the lEditor ob- 
serves,^ the way of comment, that we were going. 
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remis aiqm veUs^ into the interests of the Pre- 
tender, nnoe a Scot had presented a Jacobite at 
Court. I am sorry I have not room (the frank 
being only uncial) for his farther observations, 
tending to shew the apprehensions entertained 
by many well-instructed persons of the period, 
that the young King might himself be induced 
to become one of the Stuart'^s faction, — a catas- 
trophe from which it has pleased Heayen to pre- 
serve these kingdoms. 

I perceive also> by a marriage contract in the 
family repoatories, that Miss Lilias Kedgaunt- 
let of Bedgauntlet, about eighteen months afler 
the transactions you have commemorated, inter- 
married with Alan Fairf ord, Esq. Advocate, of 
ClinkdoUar, who, I think, we may not unreason- 
ably conclude to be the same person whose name 
occurs so frequently in the pages of your narra^ 
tion. In my last excurdon to Edinburgh, I was 
fortunate enough to discover an old cadie, from 
whom, at the expense of a bottle of whisky, and 
half a pound of tobacco^ I extracted the import- 
ant information, that he knew Peter Peebles very 
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welly lUEid haddi^Mik many a mutcbldn with bnii 
in Cadie Fnaer*s time. He nod that lie Kved 
ten years after Eling Greorge*s acoessite, in ;the 
momentary e^qiectatioa of winning his cause 
every day in the Session time, and every hour in 
the day, and at last fell down dead, in what my 
informer called a ** Perplexity fit,^ upon a pro- 
posal f(Mr a composition being made to him in the 
Outer-Housa I have chosen to retain ray in- 
former'*s phrase, not being ablej'ustly to determine 
whether it is a corruption of the word apc^exy, 
as my inend Mr Oldbuck supposes, or the name 
of some peculiar disorder incidental to (hose 
who have concern in the Courts of Law, as many 
callings and conditions of men have ^seases ap- 
propriate to themselves. The same cadie also 
remembered BUnd Willie Stevenson, who tnm 
called Wandering Willie, and who ended his 
days << unco bdnly, in Sir Arthur Redgaunt- 
let^s ha* neuk.^ '^ He had dcme the family some 
gude tum,^ he sud, << specially when ane of ihe 
Argyle gentlemen was ooming down^m a whecn 
of them that had the < auld leaven^ about them. 
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add Wad hae iaen every man of them, and nae 
letB ncft beaded and hanged them. But Willie, 
Mid a friend they had, called Robin the Ram- 
Uer^ gae them warning, by playing tunes sodb 
a», ^ the Campbells are coming,^ and th<e like, 
whereby they got timeous warning to take the 
wing.^ I need not point out to your acuteness, 
my worthy sir, that this seems to refer to some 
inaourate account of the transactions in which 
you seem so much interested. 
, Respectmg Redgauntlet, albput whose subse- 
quent history you are more particularly inquin- 
tive, I have learned, from an excelkat perison 
who was a priest in the Scottish Monastery of 
Ratisbon, bef<»re its suppresmna, that he remain- 
ed for two or three years in the family of the Che- 
valier, and <Hily left it at last is consequence of 
some discords in that mdaneholy housdbtokL As 
he bad fainted toGeneral Campbell, he exchanged 
kisreridenoe£(xrdiecbtster, and disjdayed in the 
latter part of his life a strong sense of the duties 
of xeU^on, idiieh in his earlier days be had too 
much neglected, being altogether engaged in 
political speculations and intrigues. He rose, to 
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the situalimi of Prior^ in the bouse whidi he be- 
longed to, and which was of a very strict order 
of religion. He sometimes received his country- 
meoy whom accident brought to Ratisbbn, and 
curiionty induced to visit the Monastery of ———'. 
But it was remarked, that though he listened 
idth interest and attention, when Britain, or par- 
ticularly Scotland, became the subject of conver- 
sation, yet he never either introduced or pro- 
longed the subject, never used the English lan- 
guage, never inquired after English ajFrnrs, and, 
above all, never maitioned his own family. His 
strict observation of the rules of his order gave 
him, at the time of his death, some pretennons 
to be chosen a, saint, and the brethren of the 
Monastery of ■ made great efforts for that 
effect, and brought forward some plausible 
proofs of miracles. But there was a circumstance 
which threw a doubt over the subject, and pre- 
vented the consistory from acceding to the wishes 
of the worthy brethren. Under his habit, and 
secured in a small olver box, he had worn per- 
petually around his neck a lock of hair, which 

the fathers avouched to be a relic. But ^th? 
6 
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Avocato del Diablo, in combating (as was his of- 
ficial duty) the pretenaons of the candidate for 
sanctity, made it at least equally probable that 
the supposed relic was taken from the head 
of a brother of the deceased Prior, who had been 
executed for adherence to the Stuart family m 
174&.6; and the motto, Haud obUvUcendum^ 
seemed to intimate a tone of mundane feeling 
and recollection of injuries, which made it at 
least doubtful whether, even in the quiet and 
gloom of the cloister, Father Hugo had fisrgot- 
ten the su£Ferings and injuries of the House of 
Redgauntlet 



FINIS. 
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